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ABSTRACT
T i t l e :  "V iolence and D isrup tion  in  Nevada Schools: A L e g is la tiv e
P ro p o sal"
Author: Robert S tu a r t  McCord
Advisor: Dr. Jack  D e ttre
I n s t i tu t io n :  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Nevada, Las Vegas
Date: February 28, 1978
The s tudy e s ta b lis h e d  th e  p r o f i l e  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  
behavior o ccu rrin g  in  Nevada schoo ls during  th e  1976-77 school yea r 
w ith  th e  o b je c tiv e  o f  apply ing  th a t  p r o f i le  to  th e  a n a ly s is  o f 
Nevada s ta tu to r y  law (NRS) to  a s se s s  th e  e x te n t  to  which l in e  school 
a d m in is tra to rs  were provided means, under th e  law , to  cope w ith  th e  
p r o f i le .  Line school a d m in is tra to rs  in  Nevada were surveyed and the  
p r o f i le  su bsequen tly  assem bled. Comparison o f  th e  Nevada p r o f i le  
w ith t h a t  rep o r ted  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  as o ccu rrin g  n a tio n a lly  was a lso  
conducted. F in a lly ,  a proposal was o ffe re d  f o r  th e  a l t e r a t io n  o f th e  
p ro v is io n s  o f  NRS s p e c i f ic a l ly  designed to  a s s i s t  l in e  school 
a d m in is tra to rs  to  b e t te r  cope w ith t h i s  p r o f i le .
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C hapter 1 
SCHOOL VIOLENCE AND DISRUPTION 
In tro d u c tio n
We a re  n o t however, condemned fo r  a l l  tim e to  th e  t r a v a i l  
o f  v io len ce  we have thus f a r  undergone. As a f re e  people 
d e s ir in g  to  c o n tro l our own d e s tin y , we have i t  in  our own 
power to  take  stock  o f  our v io le n t  p a s t ,  to  r e f l e c t  on our 
v io le n t  p re s e n t ,  to  give thought to  th e  fu tu r e ,  and as 
w i l lfu l  p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  th e  h i s to r ic a l  p ro ce ss , to  m it ig a te  
our a f f l i c t i o n  o f  v io len ce  (15 , 1975, p. X).
The uncom fortable n e c e ss ity  o f conceding th a t  America is  n o t 
only  gripped in  a g en e ra tio n  o f  v io len ce  bu t has a h e r i ta g e  o f  v io len ce  
i s  a sobering  though t. Even more a larm ing a re  th e  re p o r ts  o f  th e  
in c re a se s  o f  up to  1600 p e rcen t ( 54, 1977, p. 6) in  ju v e n ile  crim e in  
th e  p a s t 20 y e a rs .  F u r th e r , i t  i s  es tim a ted  th a t  h a l f  o f  a l l  crim e 
in  the  n a tio n  is  committed by ju v e n i le s .
Schools have been a ffe c te d  by th is  t re n d . A comprehensive 
review  was compiled by th e  Subcommittee to  In v e s t ig a te  Ju v e n ile  
Delinquency o f  th e  Senate  J u d ic ia ry  Committee. The committee r e p o r t .  
Our N a tio n 's  Schools—A Report Card: "A" in  School V iolence and
Vandalism, provided a thorough study o f  th e  problem between 1971-75. 
The in fo rm ation  was compiled from 750 school d i s t r i c t s  throughout the  
n a tio n  and p resen ted  a rev e a lin g  p ic tu re  o f  th e  problem.
B r ie f ly  c a p su liz in g , some o f th e  f in d in g s  o f  th e  study were:
(1) homicides in creased  by 18.5 p e rc e n t; (2) rapes and a ttem pted  rapes 
1
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in cre a se d  by 40.1 p e rc e n t; (3) ro b b e r ie s  in creased  by 36.7 p e rc e n t;
(4) a s s a u l ts  on s tu d e n ts  in c re a se d  by 85.3 p e rc e n t; (6) b u rg la r ie s  
o f  school b u ild in g s  in creased  by 11 .8  p e rc e n t; (7) drug and alcohol 
o ffen ses  in creased  by 37.5 p e rc e n t; and (8) dropouts in cre a se d  by
11.7 p e rcen t (79, 1974, p. 4 ) .
Subsequent to  the  r e le a s e  o f th ese  f in d in g s  came numerous 
re p o r ts  and e s tim a te s  o f  the  m agnitude o f school v io len ce  and d is ru p ­
t iv e  b eh av io r. Kiernan (43, 1975, p . 1) rep o rted  t h a t  th e  annual 
p ro p erty  lo ss  to  schools now exceeds h a l f  a b i l l io n  d o l la r s .  The 
National Seminar on School S e c u r i ty , sponsored by th e  Charles 
K e tte rin g  Foundation (1^, 1974, p . 1 3 ), rep o rted  t h a t  d i s t r i c t s  o f 
5 to  10 thousand s tu d en ts  su s ta in e d  an average annual vandalism  
c o s t  o f  $12 thousand; th o se  from 10 to  25 thousand su s ta in ed  over 
$21 thousand; and th o se  over 25 thousand rep o rted  an annual average 
o f  $250 thousand.
More r e c e n t ly ,  th e  Maryland A sso c ia tio n  o f  Secondary P r in c ip a ls  
(45 , 1976) completed a r e p o r t  on ed u catio n al programs fo r  d is ru p t iv e  
yo u th . The s tu d y  undertook th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  the  programs o ffe re d  
to  s tu d e n ts  who they considered  to  be d is ru p t iv e .  "D isru p tiv e"  in  
t h i s  p a r t i c u la r  s i tu a t io n  re f e r re d  to  s tu d e n ts  who had committed one 
v io le n t  a c t  o r  had been r e f e r re d  to  th e  o f f ic e  a t  l e a s t  10 tim es fo r  
m isbehav io r. S ev en ty -fiv e  p e rc e n t o f  th e  s t a t e 's  secondary schoo ls 
responded, in d ic a tin g  t h a t  15,685 s tu d e n ts ,  o r  5 p e rc e n t o f  th e  
e n ro llm en t, f e l l  in to  t h e i r  c la s s i f i c a t io n  o f d is ru p tiv e  y o u th .
The conc lusions o f  th e  P r e s id e n t 's  Commission on School Finance 
(8 5 , 1972, p . 46) seem to  c h a ra c te r iz e  the  m agnitude o f th e  problem
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th roughout th e  coun try .
School c h ild ren  need to  be ab le  to  walk from t h e i r  home 
o r bus to  the  school b u ild in g  in  sa fe ty  and need to  be fre e  
from physical v io len ce  and e x to r t io n  w hile a tte n d in g  
sch o o ls . U ntil th e  atm osphere o f  t e r r o r  i s  removed . . . 
l i t t l e  p rogress can be made in  r e s t ru c tu r in g  and m ain tain ing  
an environm ent conducive to  le a rn in g .
I n i t i a l  re a c tio n  to  th e  s p ir a l in g  r a te  o f  v io len ce  and d isru p ­
tio n  was cen te red  around provid ing  funds fo r  s e c u r i ty  fo rc e s  and 
in tru s io n  d e te c t io n  d ev ices . As a r e s u l t  o f  the  previously-m entioned  
r e p o r t  o f  the  Senate Ju d ic ia ry  Committee, Senate B ill  1440 was 
in troduced  in  th e  F i r s t  Session  o f  th e  94th Congress. I t  provided 
funds fo r  s e c u r i ty  equipment and p erso n n el. O ther a ttem p ts  to  cope 
w ith th is  problem included th e  con tro v ersy  over a ttem p ts  to  d efin e  
the  ro le  o f school s e c u r i ty  p erso n n el, the  im pact upon realignm ent 
o f  school fin an c in g  to  compensate fo r  th e  lo sse s  su s ta in e d , and 
d iscu ss io n s  aimed a t  s tren g th en in g  the  ju v e n ile  j u s t i c e  system .
These e a r ly  e f f o r ts  were b e s t addressed  by Dr. Harvey S c rib n e r, 
form er C hancellor o f  th e  New York C ity  S chools, in  h is  testim ony on 
Senate B ill  1440. In s h o r t ,  he saw coping w ith  school v io len ce  by 
ap p ro p r ia tin g  funds fo r  s e c u r i ty  equipment and personnel as narrow 
and in ad eq u a te . He advocated refocusing  the  programs o f  Congress 
toward " su b s ta n tiv e  program s," designed to  deal w ith th e  causes 
r a th e r  than th e  symptoms.
The to o -o f te n - fo rg o tte n  f a c t  about v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e
behavior in  schools i s  th a t  much o f i t  i s  c rim ina l in  n a tu re .
P a tte rso n  (M , 1977, p. 16) commented
. . . from your p e rsp e c tiv e  (school a d m in is tra to rs )  i t  involves 
making a commitment th a t  v io le n t  a c t i v i t i e s  in  your school
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cannot be ignored nor l e f t  unpursued. Violence begets 
v io lence  and crim inal a c t i v i t i e s  in  g e n e ra l, i f  not 
punished, breed more o f the  same.
Reluctance on th e  p a r t  o f  educato rs to  deal w ith v io len ce  in
schools has a h e rita g e  o f  i t s  own. C h a ra c te r is tic  o f  th e  dilemma
fac in g  school ad m in is tra to rs  was the  charge to  schoolm asters adopted
by th e  school committee of D orcheste r, M assachusetts in  1645.
(N in th ly ), and because the  rod o f  c o rre c tio n  i s  an ord inance 
o f  God necessary  sometimes to  be d ispensed unto c h ild re n , 
bu t such as may e a s i ly  be abused by overmuch s e v e r i ty  and 
r ig o r  on th e  one hand, or by overmuch indulgence and le n i ty  
on th e  o th e r ,  i t  i s  th e re fo re  ordered and agreed th a t  the  
schoo lm aster, for the time being, sh a ll have f u l l  power to  
m in is te r  c o rre c tio n  to  a l l  o r any o f  h is  sch o la rs  w ithou t 
re s p e c t  o f  persons, according  as th e  n a tu re  and q u a li ty  o f 
the  o ffen se  s h a ll  re q u ire  w hereto . All h is  sch o la rs  must 
be duly  s u b je c t  and no p a ren t or o th e r  o f th e  in h a b ita n ts  
sh a ll  h in d er o r  go about to  h in d er the  m aster th e re in .  
Nevertheless, i f  any parent or others sha ll think there i s  
ju s t cause o f  complaint against the master for too much 
sever ity , such shall have lib e r ty , friendly and lovingly, 
to  expostulate with the master about the same; and i f  they 
shall not a tta in  sa tisfac tion , the matter i s  then to  be 
referred to the wardens who sha ll im partially judge betwixt 
the master and such complaintants (j[3, 1970, p. 79) [ i t a l i c s  
not in  th e  o r ig i n a l ] .
The f a c t  remains t h a t  schooling  is  a fu n c tio n  o f  government 
and i s  su b je c t  to  the  laws e s ta b lish e d  according  to  th e  dem ocratic 
p ro cess . Ample evidence e x is ts  th a t  you th fu l law v io la to rs  have a 
h e r i ta g e  o f  sp ec ia l trea tm en t under th ese  laws (M , 1977, p. 15).
This i s  b e s t  m anifested  by th e  d u a li ty  o f ju d ic ia l  systems and th e  
ex is te n ce  o f a ju v e n ile  c o u rt o p e ra tio n  s in c e  the  co n c ep t 's  in ce p tio n  
in  Chicago in  1899.
The t r i a d ic  r e la tio n s h ip  o f a sp ec ia l p lace  in  th e  law fo r  
c h ild re n , th e  affirm ed r ig h t  o f c i t i z e n s  to  ed u catio n , and th e  
d i f f i c u l t  ro le  o f  school ad m in is tra to rs  i s  f u r th e r  com plicated by th e
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5a d d itio n  and in te n s e ly  th re a te n in g  component o f  th e  r is in g  in cid en ce  o f  
v io len ce  in  sc h o o ls . I d e a l ly ,  the  s tre n g th  and wisdom o f  th e  country 
should b rin g  about re s o lu tio n  o f  th is  t h r e a t ,  y e t ,  as evidenced in  
numerous cases in  th e  p a s t  ( e . g . .  C iv il R ights movement. R ight to 
Secondary E duca tion), th e  impact o f  sound l e g i s la t io n  se rv es  an 
im portan t ro le  re so lv in g  th e  cha llenges in  ed u catio n .
S o lu tio n s  to  school v io len ce  and d is ru p tio n  a re  acknowledged 
to  be d i f f i c u l t  and complex. One cannot d is r e g a rd , however, t h a t  the  
incidence  o f  school v io len ce  and d is ru p tio n  i s  on th e  r i s e ,  and some 
a ttem pts to  th w art th is  r is in g  in cid en ce  must be made. This study 
p resen ts  one approach toward dea lin g  w ith v io len ce  and d is ru p tio n  in  
Nevada sch o o ls .
S ta tem ent o f  th e  Problem and Research Hypotheses
This study  was founded on the  c o n te n tio n  th a t  the  d e c is io n ­
making ro le  o f  th e  l in e  school a d m in is tra to r  has assumed a l e g a l i s t i c  
id e n t i ty ,  in  p a r t ,  as a r e s u l t  o f  th e  enormous number o f  c o u rt 
ch a llen g es  o f  th o se  d e c is io n s . Linked w ith  th e  demands o f  th e  
rep o rted  s p ir a l in g  r a te  o f  v io lence  in  sc h o o ls , p r in c ip a ls  f in d  them­
se lv e s  ha rd -p ressed  to  a c t  in  a d e c is iv e  manner in  th e  absence o f  a 
leg a l mandate. Y et, as Ramsey Clark (19i, 1970, p . 43) in d ic a te d  in  
Crime in  America, " .  . .T o  perm it c o n d itio n s  th a t  breed a n tis o c ia l  
conduct to  con tinue  i s  our g r e a te s t  crim e. We pay d e a rly  fo r  i t . "
J u s t ic e s  Black and Harlan echoed th e  same sentim ents in  t h e i r  
d iss e n tin g  opin ion  in  th e  T inker v. Des Moines Independent School 
D i s t r i c t  c a se , as rep o rted  by Remmlein and Wade (M , 1970).
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One does not need to  be a p rophet o r  the son o f  a 
p rophet to  know th a t  a f t e r  th e  c o u r t 's  ho ld ing  today th a t  
some s tu d e n ts  in  Iowa schools and indeed in  any schools 
w il l  be read y , a b le ,  and w i l l in g  to  defy t h e i r  teach e rs  
on p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  o rd e rs .  This i s  th e  more u n fo rtu n a te  
fo r  th e  schoo ls s in c e  groups o f  s tu d e n ts  a l l  over the  
land  a re  a lread y  running lo o se , conducting b rea k in s , 
s i t - i n s ,  l i e - i n s ,  and sm ash-ins . . . i t  i s  no answer to  
say t h a t  th e  p a r t i c u la r  s tu d e n ts  here  have not y e t  
reached such high p o in ts  in  t h e i r  demands to  a tte n d  
c la s s e s  in  o rd e r  to  e x e rc ise  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  p re s su re s .
Turned lo o se  w ith law s u i t s  fo r  damages and in ju n c tio n s  
a g a in s t  t h e i r  tea c h e rs  l ik e  they  a re  h e re , i t  i s  noth ing  
b u t w ishfu l th in k in g  to  imagine t h a t  young, immature 
s tu d e n ts  w ill  n o t soon b e lie v e  i t  t h e i r  r ig h t  to  co n tro l 
th e  schoo ls r a th e r  than  th e  r ig h t  o f th e  s ta te s  t h a t  
c o l l e c t  the  taxes to  h i r e  the  teach e rs  fo r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  
th e  p u p i ls .  This c a se , th e re fo re ,  wholly w ith o u t c o n s ti ­
tu t io n a l  reason in  my judgem ent, su b je c ts  a l l  th e  p u b lic  
schoo ls in  th e  coun try  to  the  whims and c a p ric es  o f  t h e i r  
loudest-m outhed , b u t maybe n o t t h e i r  b r ig h te s t  s tu d e n ts  
(60 , 1970, pp. 316-17).
Although th e  focus o f  much ju d ic ia l  s c ru t in y ,  school a d m in is tra to rs
co n tin u e  to  be charged w ith  th e  m ajor r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  s u s ta in in g  th e
le a rn in g  environm ent; l in k  w ith  t h i s  th e  in creased  in cid en ce  o f
v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behav io r o c c u rrin g  in  sc h o o ls , i t  th e re fo re
forms the  foundation  on which the  fo llow ing  resea rch  hypotheses
addressed  in  t h i s  study  a re  based:
1. P r o f i le  Development Component
The p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  b ehav io r p re se n t in  
Nevada sc h o o ls , as rep o r ted  by l in e  school a d m in is t r a to r s ,  
i s  s im ila r  to  t h a t  o c c u rrin g  n a tio n a lly  as rep o rted  in  th e  
l i t e r a t u r e .
2. S ta tu to ry  A nalysis  Component
Recommendations fo r  a l t e r a t io n  o f an d /o r a d d it io n  to  
Nevada s ta tu to r y  law can be assembled w ith  th e  in te n t  o f  
p rov id ing  l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs  w ith  a s s is ta n c e  in  
coping w ith th e  p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behav io r 
p re se n t in  Nevada sch o o ls .
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The fo llow ing  complementary q u estio n s  fu r th e r  d e l in e a te  th e  in te n t  o f  
th is  s tudy :
A. What i s  th e  p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behav io r 
in  Nevada schoo ls?
B. Do se le c te d  demographic c h a ra c te r i s t ic s  o f  respondent 
l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs  have an e f f e c t  on th e  Nevada 
p ro f i le ?
C. To what e x te n t  is  th e  p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  
behav io r in  Nevada schools s im ila r  to  t re n d s , as 
rep o r ted  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e ?
D. Applying th e  Nevada p r o f i le  o f v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  
b ehav io r to  th e  a n a ly s is  o f  Nevada s ta tu to r y  law , what 
p ro v is io n s  a re  included  which a s s i s t  l in e  school 
a d m in is tra to rs  to  cope w ith th a t  p ro f i le ?
E. What recommendations can be made toward th e  development 
o f  s ta tu te s  designed to  a s s i s t  l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs  
b e t t e r  cope w ith  th e  p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  
behav io r p re se n t  in  Nevada schools?
Assumptions
For th e  purposes o f  t h is  s tu d y , the fo llow ing  assum ptions were
1. S ta tu to ry  enactm ents a re  one o f a number o f  approaches 
th a t ,  when a p p lie d , can se rv e  to  improve th e  a b i l i t y  o f  
school a d m in is tra to rs  to  perform  th e i r  prim ary fu n c tio n .
2. Line school a d m in is tra to rs  a re  q u a li f ie d  to  id e n t i fy  the  
v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behav io rs o ccu rrin g  in  t h e i r  
sc h o o ls .
3. Q -so rt in s tru m e n ta tio n  provides fo r  maximum in te r a c t io n  
w ith  ite m s, thus producing a more r e l i a b l e  p ic tu re  o f 
th e  resp o n d e n ts ' f e e l in g s .
4. Schools o f  Nevada can be c la s s i f i e d  as urban o r r u r a l ,  
based upon th e  general pop u latio n  d e n s ity  o f  the  
immediate surrounding  a re a .
5. Need e x is t s  fo r  th e  s tudy o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  
behavior in  Nevada sch o o ls .
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6. For th e  purposes o f  th is  s tu d y , su p e rin ten d en ts  were 
included as l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs .
Purpose o f the  Study
This study  endeavored to  e s ta b l is h  a p r o f i le  o f v io le n t  and 
d is ru p tiv e  behavior o ccu rrin g  in  Nevada sch o o ls , and apply i t  to  th e  
n a tio n a l p r o f i le  fo r  the  purpose o f  id e n tify in g  s im i l a r i t i e s  an d /o r 
d iff e re n c e s .  F in a lly ,  i t  was designed to  advance suggested  a l t e r ­
a tio n s  an d /o r ad d itio n s  to  p re se n t Nevada s ta tu to r y  law s p e c i f ic a l ly  
d ire c te d  a t  a s s i s t in g  l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs  to  b e t t e r  cope w ith 
th e  substance o f th a t  p r o f i le .
L im ita tio n s
The fo llow ing l im ita t io n s  a re  im portan t to  co n sid e r when 
review ing th e  fin d in g s  o f  th is  s tudy :
1. The research  design  employed in  t h is  study was d e s c r ip tiv e  
in  n a tu re  and a l l  ana lyses a re  l im ite d  to  a sy stem atic  
d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  to p ic .
2. The p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behavior fo r  Nevada 
i s  r e p re s e n ta tiv e  o f  th e  1976-77 school y ea r on ly .
3. The p ro f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behavior rep o rted  
h e re in  is  r e f l e c t iv e  only o f the  views o f  l in e  school 
a d m in is tra to rs .
4 . The p r o f i le  o f v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behav io r rep o rted  
h e re in  is  lim ite d  to  th e  most f re q u e n tly  rep o rted  
behaviors in  the  l i t e r a t u r e  and does n o t c o n s ti tu te  the  
t o ta l  spectrum  o f v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behav io r which 
might be found in  th e  n a tio n 's  sch o o ls .
5. A pp lica tio n  o f  the  f in d in g s  o f  th is  study  to  coping w ith 
v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behavior in  o th e r  s ta te s  would be 
in ap p ro p r ia te ,  due to  the  unique demographic id e n t i ty  
and population  d is t r ib u t io n  o f Nevada.
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A proposal fo r  s ta tu to ry  r e v is io n s , o r a d d it io n s , does 
no t stand  alone as a means o f red u ctio n  o f  v io len ce  and 
d is ru p tio n  in  sch o o ls , y e t  the  f u l l  impact o f  th ese  
changes can only be f e l t  when school a d m in is tra to rs  
possess th e  a b i l i t y  to  implement the  law in  a manner 
c o n s is te n t  w ith i t s  in te n t  and ap p ro p ria te  to  the  
circum stances lead in g  to  i t s  a p p lic a tio n .
The proposal rep o rted  on h e re in  rep re se n ts  only en ac t­
ments proposed from the  s tan d p o in t o f  a l in e  school 
a d m in is tra to r  and may indeed rep re se n t only a p a r t  o f  
an omnibus le g i s la t iv e  package.
D e fin itio n  o f  Terms
Configuration i s  a term ap p lied  to  th e  group o f  respondents 
according to  s e le c te d  demographic c h a r a c te r i s t ic s .
Coping i s  t h a t  a c tio n  ex e rted  by an in d iv id u a l to  a d ju s t  the  
o rg a n iz a tio n 's  o p era tio n  to  u n a n tic ip a ted  co n tin g e n c ie s , w hile 
m ain tain ing  movement toward the  o rg an iz a tio n a l g o a l.
disruptive behavior i s  d is tin g u ish e d  from v io le n t  behavior 
in  t h a t  the  r e s u l t  i s  l im ite d  to  a nega tive  in flu e n ce  on the  
s c h o o l 's  fu n c tio n in g  w ith no p ro p erty  o r personal in ju ry  su s ta in ed .
Line school administrator i s  an in d iv id u a l assigned  to  a 
p a r t ic u la r  school w ith th e  ta sk  o f adm in iste rin g  i t s  op e ra tio n  
(common d e s c r ip to rs :  p r in c ip a l ,  a s s i s ta n t  p r in c ip a l ) .
P rofile  i s  a composite l i s t i n g  o f  behaviors which c o n s ti tu te  
a consensus o f  responden ts.
Statutory provision (law) i s  t h a t  enactm ent o f  th e  l e g i s la tu re  
o f  th e  s ta t e  government designed to  p ro te c t  th e  i n te r e s t  o f the  
c i t i z e n r y ,  w h ile  in su r in g  c o n s ti tu t io n a l  p ro te c tio n .
Violent behavior i s  a c tio n  by one o r more persons which 
r e s u l ts  in  p roperty  an d /o r personal in ju ry ,  p lus producing a nega tive  
in flu en ce  on th e  sc h o o l 's  fu n c tio n in g .
O u tlin e  o f  Procedure
For the  purposes o f  p resen tin g  a b r ie f  overview o f  the  
procedure followed in  th is  s tu d y , th e  fo llow ing to p ic  o u tlin e  is
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1. L i te r a tu re  Reviewed—Most im portan t n a tio n a l s tu d ie s  o f 
v io len ce  and d is ru p tio n  in  schools i d e n t i f i e d .
2. In stru m en ta tio n —Data c o lle c t io n  tool assembled by au thor 
in co rp o ra tin g  behavior c la s s i f i c a t io n s  id e n t i f i e d  in  
review  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .
A. P i lo t  a d m in is tra tio n  conducted
B. R esu lts  rep o rted
C. Revised in stru m en t c o n s tru c ted
3. Popu lation  Id e n t i f ie d
4. Data C o lle c tio n —In strum ent m ailed
5. Treatm ent o f Data
A. Behavior by behav io r re p o r t
B. Demographic s im i l a r i t ie s /d i f f e r e n c e s  e s ta b lis h e d  in  
d a ta  generated  by responden t groups.
6. Reporting o f  P ro f i le  (20 Most Im portant B ehaviors)
A. Nevada p r o f i le  assem bled.
B. Comparison w ith  n a tio n a l p r o f i le  made.
7. A p p lica tio n  o f Nevada P ro f i le  to  S ta tu to ry  A nalysis
8. Report o f  A nalysis
A. P ro v is io n s  now a v a ila b le  to  a s s i s t  a d m in is tra to rs  cope 
w ith p r o f i le .
B. Behaviors not t re a te d  o r in ad eq u ately  t re a te d  
id e n ti  f i  ed .
9. Conclusions and Recommendations O ffered
Summary
Chapter 1 co n ta in s  th e  s ta tem en t o f  the  b a s ic  te n e ts  on which 
th is  d i s s e r ta t io n  was p red ic a te d . I t ,  in  e ssen ce , reviews the  need 
f o r  and design o f  the  s tu d y . The subsequent ch ap te rs  o f  th is  
d i s s e r ta t io n  review re la te d  l i t e r a t u r e ,  e s ta b l is h  and a r t i c u l a t e  an 
a p p ro p r ia te  research  d es ig n , r e p o r t  f in d in g s , and advance the  summary
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and conclusions a p p lic a b le  to  th o se  f in d in g s . F in a lly ,  i t  i s  noted 
th a t  th is  s tu d y , by i t s  very d esig n , rep re s e n ts  an a ttem p t to  
t r a n s la t e  th e  resea rch  ap p ro p r ia te  to  academia in to  a p ra c t ic a l  
proposal which m ight, i f  p ro p erly  implemented, have a pedagog ica lly  
sound im pact on Nevada sch o o ls . I t  was w ith  t h i s  in  mind th a t  th is  
s tudy  proceeded.
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Chapter 2 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
A cen tu ry  ago E liz a  Cook spoke h o p e fu lly  o f  th e  sc h o o l 's  
p o te n tia l  f o r  p rev en tin g  c rim e. "B e tte r  b u i l t  classroom s 
f o r  'th e  b o y ," ' she s a id ,  " than  c e l l s  and g ib b e ts  fo r  
' th e  m an .'"  This s ta tem en t s u c c in c tly  ex p resses  one o f 
th e  m ajor e x p e c ta tio n s  o f  schoo ls in  poor urban ne ighbor­
hoods. In a d d it io n  to  educating  in d iv id u a ls  f o r  a c a re e r ,  
schoo ls should serv e  as c iv i l i z in g  ag en cie s . They should  
be oases o f  c u ltu re  in  environm ent devoid o f  a lm ost a l l  
o th e r  c iv i l iz e d  s t im u l i .  Schools should tak e  yo u n g ste rs  
o f f  th e  s t r e e t s ,  teach  them m anners, and i n s t i l l  an 
a p p re c ia t io n  o f  m ainstream  v a lu e s . Education should  
encourage i t s  c l i e n te l e  to  eschew the  d r i f t l e s s  l i f e  o f  
th e  c rim in a l fo r  th e  g o a l-d ire c te d  l i f e  o f  a re s p e c ta b le  
c i t i z e n .  Or so th e  fo lk s  s a id  (78, 1975, p . 7 7 ).
In tro d u c tio n
The s o c ie ta l  demands on education  in  t h is  coun try  have run 
th e  gamut from the  "oases o f  c u ltu re "  to  c o ld ly  pragm atic su rv iv a l 
ed u c a tio n . Y et, w hatever th e  s o c ie ta l  ro le  edu catio n  i s  e le c te d  to  
p lay , th e  d is tu rb in g  r e a l i t y  e x is t s  t h a t  v io len ce  in  schoo ls con tinues 
to  be a m alignan t blockade to  a t t a in in g  any g o a l.
Perhaps, as P a tte rso n  ( 54, 1976) po in ted  o u t ,  quo ting  from
S o c ra te s ,  in  th e  opening o f h is  speech to  th e  NASSP co n v en tio n , th e
problem i s  n o t new.
The c h ild re n  now love lu x u ry . They have bad m anners, con­
tem pt fo r  a u th o r i ty .  They show d is r e s p e c t  fo r  t h e i r  e ld e r s ,  
and love to  c h a tte r  in  p lace  o f e x e rc ise .
They no lo n g er r i s e  when e ld e rs  e n te r  th e  room.
12
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They c o n tr a d ic t  t h e i r  p a re n ts ,  c h a tte r  b efo re  company, 
gobble up d a in t ie s  a t  th e  t a b l e ,  c ro ss  t h e i r  leg s  and 
ty ra n n ize  t h e i r  tea c h e rs  (54 , 1976, p. 1; n o te: from
S o c ra te s , around 390 B .C .).
New o r o ld , th e  f a c t  remains t h a t  v io len ce  in  schools i s  a demanding
r e a l i t y  ( ^ ,  1977, p. 19) and "we must r e a l i s t i c a l l y  expect t h a t
school r e la te d  a c ts  o f  v io len ce  w ill  be w ith us in d e f in i te ly "  (54,
1976, p. 9 ) .
The r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  coping w ith  v io len ce  in  schools lays 
sq u a re ly  on th e  sh ou lders o f  th e  p r in c ip a l ( L  1969, p . 1 5 ), fo r  
he /sh e  must assume th e  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  to  e x e rc ise  a u th o r i ty  through 
th e  proper a p p lic a tio n  o f  ru le s .  Ackerly (]_, 1969) p o in ts  out f u r th e r  
th a t  the  " ru le s  o f  law , n o t th e  ru le  o f  p e rs o n a l ity ,  should be h is  
g u id e."  Hand in  hand, th e  r e a l i t y  o f  r is in g  tren d s  o f  school 
v io lence  and th e  demands o f  th e  in c re a sin g  incid en ce  o f ju d ic ia l  
in te rv e n tio n  d i r e c t  th e  a c tio n s  o f  p r in c ip a ls .  As Phay ( 55 , 1975, 
p. 72) in d ic a te d ,  "We have a new b a ll  game," where th e  a b so lu te  power 
once held  by school boards and a d m in is tra to rs  i s  gone, and according 
to  Jones ( 39, 1973, p. 1 5 ), ju d ic ia l  s c ru tin y  has " f in a l ly  made i t  
through the  school house do o r."
P r in c ip a ls  a re  confron ted  w ith  th e  f a c t  t h a t  when c o n f l ic ts  
a r i s e  between in d iv id u a l r ig h t s  and school r e g u la t io n s ,  th e  burden 
o f  proof f a l l s  on the  sh ou lders o f  th e  a d m in is tra to r  to  prove th a t  
th e  r e g u la tio n  was a b so lu te ly  n ecessary  to  the  o rd e r ly  o p e ra tio n  o f 
th e  school ( ^ ,  1967). Yet o rd e r ly  o p e ra tio n  o f  a school remains 
the  fu n c tio n a l r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  th e  p r in c ip a l  through th e  use o f 
ru le s  which a re  p red ica ted  on th e  re g u la tio n s  o f  the  re s p e c tiv e  board 
o f  education  and s ta te - le v e l  education  agency. T h e ir  r e g u la tio n s  a re
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fu r th e r  founded on s ta tu te  and in  the  end a n a ly s is ,  coping w ith 
v io len ce  i s  a q u estio n  o f  ap p ro p r ia te  a p p lic a tio n  by th e  p r in c ip a l 
o f  a c tio n  th a t  must not only meet the  t e s t  o f  r e s o lu tio n  o f the  
is s u e ,  but must a lso  f u l f i l l  the  mandate o f  law where and when i t  
e x i s t s .  T h is , th e re fo re ,  forms th e  foundation  on which th is  study 
i s  based.
N ational P ro f i le
. . .  As f a r  as v io len ce  i s  concerned, we overlook the  f a c t  
t h a t  i t  i s  an in e ra d ic a b le  p a r t  o f  human n a tu re  (IQi, 1974, 
p. 300).
American h is to ry ,  according  to  Brown (15 , 1975, p. v i i ) ,  has produced 
and re in fo rc e d  a s t r a in  o f  v io len ce  to  the  e x te n t  th a t  i t  has 
" s tro n g ly  tin c tu re d  our n a tio n a l ex p e rien ce ."  Accompanying the 
p r o l i f e r a t io n  o f  American l i f e  w ith v io len ce  i s  th e  phenomenal r a te  
a t  which change is  tak in g  p lace  in  t h is  co u n try , thus "shaping and 
c o n d itio n in g  human behavior" ( 19, 1970, p. 29 ). Most in flu en ced  in  
t h is  v io lence/change d iad  a re  the  young, according to  p ast-A tto rn ey  
G eneral, Ramsey C lark , in  h is  book. Crime in  America. C lark (^9 , 
1970, p. 39) contends th a t  so c ie ty  i s  torm ented by v io lence  o f  such 
wide dimension th a t  "c h ild re n  a re  deeply  d isap p o in ted  th a t  they 
m issed th e  excitem ent o f  p a r t i c ip a t io n ."
I t  i s  g en e ra lly  estim ated  th a t  about o n e -h a lf  o f  th e  se rio u s  
crim e in  th is  country  i s  committed by c h ild ren  under 18 ( ^ ,  1975, 
p . 9 ) .  According to  e s tim a tes  rep o rted  in  th e  American School Board 
Journal (87, 1975, p . 2 7 ), the  l a r g e s t  in c re a se  i s  o ccurring  w ith th e  
ju n io r-h ig h -sc h o o l-a g e  group. I ro n ic a l ly ,  the  p relim in ary  re p o r t  o f
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crime in  A m erica 's m ajor c i t i e s ,  re le a se d  on October 12, 1977 (8 3 , 
1977), rep o rted  t h a t  fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e in  re c e n t  h i s to r y ,  th e  crime 
index has d ec lin ed  by 7 p e rc e n t; y e t ,  th e re  e x is t s  overwhelming 
evidence th a t  crim e among youth i s  s p ir a l  ing ( ^ ,  1977, p. 5;
1975, p. 7; M , 1975, pp. 8 -9 ; 19, 1970, p. 240; m ,  1969, p. x v i i i ;
1969, p. 1427). In an e f f o r t  to  p lace  yo u th fu l crim e in  th e  
proper p e rsp e c tiv e  in  r e la t io n  to  a d u lt  crim e, C lark ( 19, 1970, p. 241) 
in d ic a te d  t h a t  a lthough th e  in cid en ce  o f  y ou th fu l crim e is  exceedingly  
h igh , i t  i s  " . . .  le s s  v io le n t  than  a d u lt  crim e,"  f o r ,  he fu r th e r  
comments, " i t  tak es  longer f o r  so c ie ty  to  b ru ta l iz e  and dehumanize an 
in d iv id u a l in to  m urder."
In an e f f o r t  to  g rasp  th e  e x te n t  o f crim e in  th e  co u n try , one 
c o n tin u a lly  i s  confron ted  w ith th e  f a c t  th a t  most crim e i s  rep o rted  
in a c c u ra te ly , u n rep o rted , an d /o r und errep o rted  (78_, 1975, p. 14;
%  1974, p. 8 ; 19,  1970, p. 44 ). The Katzenbach Commission o f 1967 
and Law Enforcement A ss istan ce  A d m in is tra tio n  (LEAA) in  1973 
in terv iew ed  in d iv id u a ls  in  60,000 households and 15,000 bu sin esses  to  
a sse ss  th e  e x te n t  to  which persons have been v ic tim ize d  by crim e.
They found th a t  th e  " . . .  volume o f ra p e , robbery  aggravated  a s s a u l t  
and b u rg la ry  i s  th re e  tim es h ig h er than  th e  amounts rep o r ted  to  th e  
po lice"  (8 , 1975, p. 228). The LEAA re p o r t  fu r th e r  found t h a t  
respondents f e l t  noth ing  could be accom plished by r e p o r t in g  i t  
(8 , 1975, p. 229).
Again c i t in g  Ramsey C lark (1^, 1970, pp. 4 7 -4 8 ), th e  m is­
rep re s e n ta tio n  o f crim e s t a t i s t i c s  has an im portan t im pact on youth 
p a r t i c u l a r ly ,  fo r  th e  v a s t  m a jo r ity  o f  v io le n t  crim es ( e . g . ,  murder)
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a re  rep o r ted  to  p o lic e , w hile "as few as 10%" o f  minor crime ( e . g . ,  
crim es a g a in s t  p ro p e r ty ) ,  most o f which a re  committed by you th , a re  
re p o r ted .
By accep tin g  the unaccep tab le—minor c rim es—we in v i te  
w orse. Young people sense  t h a t  they  a re  no t m otivated 
toward decency. To succeed w ith one crim e may well 
encourage an o th e r. I n d if fe re n c e  to  crim e causes i t s  
rep u ta tio n  (19 ,^ 1970, p. 48 ).
In Unchallenged V iolence: An American O rd ea l, T oplin  (78 ,
1975, p. 7) in d ic a te d  th a t  Americans re fu s e  to  acknowledge th e  impact 
o f  v io len ce  u n t il  i t  a c tu a l ly  c o n fro n ts  them p e rso n a lly , and only 
th en , i s  t h e i r  confidence adequate ly  shaken to  th e  p o in t o f  a d m ittin g  
t h a t  i t  i s  a problem th a t  pervades alm ost every  elem ent o f  our s o c ie ty .
One o f th o se  t a r g e t s ,  and th e  focus o f  th is  s tu d y , i s  v io len ce  
in  sc h o o ls . According to  Berger (^ , 1974, p. 8 ) ,  we have no re a l 
id ea  o f how much v io len ce  a c tu a l ly  e x is t s  in  sc h o o ls , although some 
evidence does e x is t .  Benson and Engelman (^ , 1975, p . 229), in  t h e i r  
book. Amoral America, rep o rted  on th e  f in d in g s  o f  th e  Department o f  
J u s t i c e 's  Criminal V ic tim iza tio n  Study in  1973, ". . . th e  h ig h es t 
r a te s  o f  personal v ic t im iz a tio n  occurred  among the  young (ages 1 2-19), 
an age group th a t  m ight n o t be as l ik e ly  to  r e p o r t  to  th e  p o lic e "
(84, 1974, p . 4 ) .  S ena to r Birch Bayh's Subcommittee Report on School 
V iolence ( 79 , 1975, pp. 17-21) was h e a v ily  c r i t i c i z e d  by Kemble (40 , 
1977, p . 3) in  i t s  re p o r tin g  o f  school crim e in  New York C ity .
Kemble in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  Bayh Committee fin d in g s  underreported  school 
crim e by 30-60 p e rc e n t. Note i s  made th a t  B ayh's re p o r t  i t s e l f  did 
a d d re ss , a t  some len g th  (79, 1975, p . 6 ) ,  th e  to p ic  o f  u n d e rre p o rtin g . 
Y et, th e  f a c t  rem ains th a t  school vandalism  c o s ts  o f  $600+ m illio n
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annually  a re  lab e le d  "co n serv a tiv e"  ( ^ ,  1975, p. 1 ) ,  and numerous 
a tta c k s  have been made a g a in s t  school personnel f o r  h id ing  school 
crim e from th e  p u b lic  view (23, n . d . , pp. 2 -3 ; 1975, p. 33).
Probably th e  most a rd e n t o f  th ese  c r i t i c s  i s  Cross (22 , 1976, p. 30) 
in  re p o r t in g  th e  f in d in g s  o f  th e  Safe Schools Study o f  th e  N ational 
I n s t i t u t e  o f  Education in  which a v a s t  d iscrep an cy  was found to  e x is t  
between th e  re p o r ts  o f  te a c h e rs  and s tu d e n ts  and th o se  o f  p r in c ip a ls  
by a m agnitude o f  20:1 . Whatever th e  le v e l o f  co n tro v e rsy , one 
o v e rr id in g  f a c t  rem ains: v io len ce  in  schools i s  an im portan t 
p e rv asiv e  problem which no lo n g er can be denied ( 17, 1973, p. 5;
2 7 - ^ ,  1970-1977).
According to  M cPartland and McDill (46 , 1976, p. 3 0 ), s i g n i f i ­
ca n t re se a rch  e f f o r t s  on th e  to p ic  o f  v io len ce  in  schoo ls a r e ,  fo r  
th e  most p a r t ,  n o n -e x is te n t .  The au th o rs  (46 , 1976, p. 6) a ls o  
in d ic a te d  th a t  th o se  o ffe n se s  which f a i l  to  have a c o u n te rp a rt  in  th e  
crim ina l codes o f  th e  l a r g e r  so c ie ty  ( re f e r r e d  to  as "k id  crim es") 
o f te n  a re  overlooked by th e  educational community as  im portan t 
p rec u rso rs  o f  l a t e r  crim in a l behav io r. Thus, th e  d e f in i t io n  o f 
v io len ce  and d is ru p tio n  in  schools has assumed a narrow d e f in i t io n  
which in h ib i t s  th e  r e p o r t in g  and re se a rch  on th e  to p ic  ( 46 , 1976, p. 5 ) .
Follow ing i s  an a ttem p t to  r e p o r t  on s tu d ie s  t h a t  have been 
made in  th e  f i e l d  o f  v io len ce  and d is ru p tio n  in  sch o o ls .
Data assem bled from a su b je c t iv e  s ta n d p o in t c o n s t i tu te  an 
im portan t segment o f  th e  a v a ila b le  in fo rm ation  on th e  to p ic .  The most 
w idely p u b lic ize d  assessm ent o f  p u b lic  concern has been th e  Phi D elta 
Kappa-sponsored Gallup P o lls  o f  P ub lic  A tt itu d e s  Toward Education
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(27-34 , 1970-1977). Considering th e  t h i r d  through th e  n in th  p o l l ,
" lack  o f  d is c ip l in e "  has ranked f i r s t  s ix  ou t o f  seven y e a rs .
I n te r e s t in g  to  note i s  the  number e ig h t  item  ( 33, 1976, p. 228) of 
"c rim e, vandalism , and s te a l in g ,"  which took a p o s it io n  in  th e  top 
ten  problems f o r  the  f i r s t  time th is  p as t y e a r .  The "use o f  drugs" 
item  a lso  m aintained a to p -te n  p o s it io n  from 1971 through to  th e  
p re se n t .
Owen K iernan, Executive D irec to r o f  NASSP, rep o rted  (43, 1975, 
p . 2) t h a t  th e  r e s u l ts  o f  a p o ll o f  the  membership in d ic a te d  th a t  the  
f iv e  major problems co n fro n tin g  p r in c ip a ls  were: (1) s tu d en t
vandalism  and v io le n c e ; (2) d e fian ce  by s tu d e n ts  and ig noring  r u le s ;
(3) w asting  tim e and n e g le c tin g  s tu d ie s ;  (4) smoking; and
(5) absen teeism .
A survey o f  2,700 te a c h e rs  by th e  Chicago T ribune in  1975, as 
rep o rted  in  the  American School Board Journal (6 ,^ 1976, p . 40 ), 
showed th a t  te a c h e rs ' concern over t h e i r  physical s a fe ty  in  school was 
c i te d  as a c o n s ta n t problem by 6 p e rcen t o f th e  resp o n d en ts; 20 
p e rc e n t s a id  i t  was a spo rad ic  problem; 18 p e rcen t c a lle d  i t  a ra re  
problem; and 56 p e rcen t in d ic a te d  i t  was no problem. Asked i f  they 
considered  d i s c ip l in e  a c o n s ta n t problem in  t h e i r  c lassroom , 25 p e rcen t 
s a id  i t  was a c o n s ta n t problem; 38 p e rc e n t saw i t  as a sp o rad ic  
problem; 19 p e rcen t s a id  i t  was r a r e ;  and 18 p e rcen t rep o rted  no 
problem.
From a more o b je c t iv e  s ta n d p o in t,  some i s o la te d  re p o r ts  have 
been made on a s se s s in g  th e  e x te n t  o f  v io len ce  in  sch o o ls .
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A C a lifo rn ia  study in d ic a te d  th a t  d i s t r i c t s  having the  
g r e a te s t  problem w ith  school crime and v io len ce  a re  
those with a m u lt ira c ia l  s tu d e n t popu lation  lo ca ted  in 
a community t h a t  i s  "low" on the socioeconomic sc a le s  
(87,  1975, p. 27).
New York C ity  rep o rted  541 a tta c k s  on teach e rs  during 
1972— [nearly ] double the  282 rep o rted  in  1971.
D e tro it  averaged 25 a s sa u lts  each school month 
(39, 1973, p. 1 ) .
P rince Georges County, Maryland rep o rted  an in c re a se  
in  a s s a u l ts  between Ju ly  1, 1974 and March 31, 1975 
o f 53 p e rc e n t; 9 major f i r e s  between J u ly ,  1974 and 
F ebruary, 1975, w ith a lo ss  o f  $118,903; the  number o f  
drug v io la t io n s  in creased  54 percen t ( ^ ,  1975, p. 8 ) .
The Center fo r  Research and Education a t  Columbia 
U n iv e rs ity  m onitored 1,800 d a ily  newspapers over the  
period  o f  November, 1968 to  February , 1969. They 
showed th a t  348 schools in  38 s ta te s  experienced d i s ­
ru p tio n  and 239 o f  the  incidences were lab e le d  as 
"se rio u s  e p iso d e s ."  Dr. Alan F. W estin , d i re c to r  o f  
th e  su rvey , p ro je c te d  th a t  a t  l e a s t  2,000 high schools 
s u ffe red  d is ru p tio n s  during th a t  p e rio d  ( 62, 1970, 
pp. 90-91).
A survey conducted by the  C a lifo rn ia  S ta te  Department 
o f  Education in  1973 in d ic a te d  th a t  schools surveyed 
rep o rted  an average o f more than one in c id e n t  each 
month per school o f  t h e f t ,  vandalism , a s s a u l t ,  and 
alcohol use (J7 , 1973, p . 5 ) .  The re p o r t  fu r th e r  
o u tlin e d  th e  incidence  o f  crime in  Los Angeles from 
January through A p ril, 1972. These d a ta  a re  d isp lay ed  
in  Table 1 (V7, 1973, p. 7 ) .
Kiernan ( ^ ,  1975, p . 2) c i te d  NASSP's study o f the
incidence  o f v io lence  in  a la rg e  suburban high school
in  I l l i n o i s .  These data  a re  d isp layed  in  Table 2
(43, 1975, p. 8 ) .
Toplin  (78, 1975, p. 79) rep o rted  t h a t  th e  Bomb Data 
C enter rece iv ed  2,585 re p o r ts  o f  in cid en ces  invo lv ing  
school bombing in  1971. The au thor a lso  rep o rted  th a t  
San Diego had th re e  tim es as many a s s a u l ts  on teach e rs  
in  1973 as in  1972, and tw ice as many a s s a u l ts  on 
s tu d en ts  (78, 1975, p. 78).
In th e  f a l l  o f  1969, a survey o f  51 major U.S. c i t i e s  
found only fo u r no t employing s e c u r i ty  personnel 
( ^ ,  1971, p. 3 ) . P h ilad e lp h ia  has been using  p o lice
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Table 1. Crimes Committed in  High Schools in  Los Angeles County, 
January through A p r i l ,  1972 (]%, 1973, p. 7)
Number by monthlypK
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Monthly Average
Murders 0 0 0 0 0
A ssau lt o f  C e r tif ie d  Personnel 21 28 21 42 28
A ssau lt o f  C la s s if ie d  Personnel 6 13 7 8 9
A ssau lt o f  Peace O ff ic e r  o r 
S ecu rity  Personnel 5 5 2 19 9
A ssau lt on P up ils 49 104 57 85 74
Possession  o f  Weapons: 
Guns/Knives 68 120 64 91 86
Bombs/Explosives 6 5 9 3 6
Other (C hains, Clubs) 15 29 15 27 22
Incidence o f  Vandal ism o r T heft 1,279 1,549 1,098 1,590 1,379
Table 2. Summary o f In c id en ts  in  Large Suburban High School, S ta te  o f 
I l l i n o i s  (43, 1975, p. 8)
Category 1970-1971 1973-1974
Larceny 26 105
Figh ting 29 47
A ssau lts 12 11
Trespass 22 30
Locker B reak-in 90 167
Vandalism 27 71
Bomb T hreat 4 6
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in  schoo ls s in c e  1938, and a survey showed 90 p e rc e n t o f 
d i s t r i c t s  surveyed were using p o lic e  personnel ( ^ ,  1972, 
p. 3 2 ). Kiernan in d ic a te d  th a t  probably  no more than  25 
school d i s t r i c t s  employed s e c u r i ty  personnel in  1965, 
w hile  to d ay , 15,000 s e c u r i ty  personnel a re  now employed 
in  schoo ls throughout the  n a tio n  ( 43 , 1975, p . 3 ) .
One id e n t i f i a b le  type o f school v io len ce  and d is ru p tio n  has 
been su b je c t  to  e x te n s iv e  a ttem p ts  to  q u a n tify  i t s  in c id en ce  and 
im pact— vandalism . Vandalism a g a in s t  p r iv a te  as well as p u b lic  
p ro p erty  has reached " c r i s i s  p rop o rtio n " ( ^ ,  1974, p. 4 9 ). Once 
confined  to  urban a re a s ,  vandalism  is  w idespread th roughou t a l l  
p o p u latio n  c e n te rs  (17 ,^ 1973, p. 3) and i s  p rese n tin g  schoo ls w ith a 
"s tag g e rin g "  c o s t  ( ^ ,  1975, p. 1 ) . Insu rance r a t e s ,  an o f te n  over­
looked f a c to r  in  th e  o v e ra ll  c o s t o f  vandalism  ( ^ ,  1976, p . 6 6 ) , 
a re  " s p ir a lin g "  and in  many cases school d i s t r i c t s  have had to  come 
to  g r ip s  w ith  " o u tr ig h t  c a n c e lla t io n  o f p o l ic ie s  o r  r e fu s a l  to  
cover" (36, 1969, p . 1 ) .
The l i t e r a t u r e  provided  evidence o f th e  fo llo w in g  is o la te d  
re p o r ts  o f th e  im pact o f  vandalism :
1. Greenberg from th e  S tan fo rd  Research I n s t i t u t e  (3 6 , 1969, 
p. 6) rep o r ted  t h a t  a survey o f  33 la rg e  c i t y  school 
d i s t r i c t s  (ADA 15,000-1 ,000,000) during  1966-67 found 
th a t  lo ss e s  a t t r ib u te d  to  vandalism  produced a n e t  c o s t  
from $ .12 to  $3.20 per p u p i l .
2. In th e  same r e p o r t ,  Greenberg ( ^ ,  1969, p . 5) in d ic a te d
t h a t  P h ila d e lp h ia  schoo ls rep o rted  th e  fo llo w in g  window- 
g la s s  breakage:
1966 -  109,500 windows broken a t  a c o s t  o f  
$250,000
1968 -  300,000 windows broken a t  a c o s t  o f  
$684,000
3. F in a lly , Greenberg ( ^ ,  1969, p. 3) concluded th a t
vandalism  c o s ts  had the  g r e a te s t  im pact on d i s t r i c t s
from 1965-68 whose ADA was 25,000 to  60,000 when compared
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to  those  under 25,000 and over 60,000. The to ta l  c o s t 
o f  vandalism  in  th is  period  was e s tim a ted  to  be 
$200,000,000 an n u ally  nationw ide.
4 . In  a c o n f l ic t in g  r e p o r t  re le a se d  by U.S.O.E. (6 2 , 1970,
p. 91 ), th e  c o s t  fo r  t h is  period  was placed  a t
$100,000,000 a n n u a lly .
5. In 1971, th e  New York C ity  school d i s t r i c t  had 250,000 
broken windows a t  a c o s t  o f  $1,250,000 ( 21 , 1975, p . 1 ) .
6. By 1973, C a lifo rn ia  sch o o ls  were ex p e rien cin g  a per
pupil lo ss  due to  vandalism  o f  $ .58 to  $5 .6 3 , as 
rep o rted  in  a study  o f 25 la rg e  d i s t r i c t s  in  C a lifo rn ia  
( ^ ,  1973, p . 3 ) .
7 . Joseph G rea ly , p re s id e n t  o f  th e  N ational A sso c ia tio n  o f  
School S e c u rity  D ire c to rs ,  rep o rted  th a t  by 1974, lo sse s  
had reached a t o ta l  annual c o s t  o f  $600 m il l io n ,  
in c lu d in g  $243 m il lio n  in  b u rg la ry  and $109 m il lio n  in  
f i r e  lo sse s  (51, 1975, p. 8 ) .
8. The New Je rse y  School Boards A sso c ia tio n , in  a 1974-75 
survey o f  the  586 o p e ra tin g  school d i s t r i c t s  w ith in  th e  
s t a t e ,  to  which 249 d i s t r i c t s  responded, showed a p ro ­
j e c te d  (annual) c o s t  o f  vandalism  a t  $5 ,144 ,000 , w ith  a 
p ro je c te d  c o s t  in cu rred  f o r  " red u c tio n  and p reven tion" 
o f  $12,576,000 fo r  a to ta l  combined f in a n c ia l  im pact 
upon th e  s t a t e  o f  over $17,700,000. S e c u rity  personnel 
a lone  were e s tim a ted  to  c o s t  $8 ,400,000 ( ^ ,  1975, p . 10).
In l ig h t  o f  th e  ev id en ce , vandalism  in  schoo ls can reasonab ly  be 
assumed to  reach th e  $1 b i l l io n  lev e l a n n u a lly , p r io r  to  th e  end o f 
th e  decade. This d iv e rs io n  o f n e a rly  2 p e rcen t o f  th e  annual expendi­
tu re  fo r  education  cannot be d en ied . An equal amount would t o t a l l y  
fund edu catio n  in  th e  S ta te  o f  Nevada fo r  sev era l y e a rs .
Although not e x te n s iv e ly  addressed  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  much 
concern has a r is e n  over what appears to  be an in s urgence o f  crim e in  
non-urban sc h o o ls . Gallup ( 32, 1975, p . 3 ) ,  Greenberg ( 36, 1969, 
p. 27 ), and Davis ( 23, n . d . , p . 1) agree w ith  M ille r .
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. . . (v io le n ce  i s )  a grim r e a l i t y  in  a growing number o f 
school d i s t r i c t s  and one not by any means l im ite d  to  th o se  
in  big c i t i e s .  No d i s t r i c t  i s  immune to  v io len ce  any 
lon g er and no school board should fool i t s e l f  in to  b e lie v ­
ing th a t  th e  p u b lic  i s  unaware o f the  " in c id e n ts "  . . .
(47, 1972, p. 32).
An Ohio S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  E xtension S erv ice  re p o r t  (77, 1977, 
p. 19) in d ic a te s  t h a t  d a ta  generated  from th e  900 ru ra l Ohio fam ilie s  
in te rv iew ed  p o in ts  to  a 305 p e rc e n t in c re a se  in  ru ra l  crim e from 
1965-1974, p a r t i c u l a r ly  in  you th fu l involvem ent in  a c ts  o f  vandalism .
The m ost comprehensive contem porary s tu d ie s  o f  v io len ce  and 
vandalism  in  schoo ls were conducted by th e  U.S. Senate J u d ic ia ry 's  
Committee on Ju v e n ile  Delinquency between 1971-1975, the  Maryland 
Task Force on Educational Programs fo r  D isru p tiv e  Youth, th e  re p o r t  
on D isru p tio n  in  Urban P ub lic  Secondary Schools conducted fo r  NASSP, 
and a survey  conducted by W illiam  Jones fo r  th e  N ational School 
P u b lic  R e la tio n s  A sso c ia tio n  in  1973. Each o f  th ese  m ajor s tu d ie s  
had i t s  own unique o f fe r in g .  When viewed in  to to  w ith  th e  b e n e f i t  
o f  the  prev iously -m en tioned  is o la te d  item s, i t  then becomes p o ss ib le  
to  id e n t i fy  a n a tio n a l p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behavior 
in  sch o o ls .
In  J u ly  o f  1976, a r e p o r t  was issu ed  by th e  Task Force on 
Educational Programs fo r  D isru p tiv e  Youth. This re p o r t  was a j o in t  
e f f o r t  o f  th e  Maryland S ta te  Department o f  Education and th e  Maryland 
A sso c ia tio n  o f  Secondary School P r in c ip a ls .  The i n i t i a l  ta sk  was 
th e  d e te rm in a tio n  o f  the  amount and type o f  d is ru p t iv e  behavior 
p re se n t in  Maryland schools (Grades 7 -1 2 ). A survey in stru m en t was 
m ailed to  th e  405 p r in c ip a ls  in  Maryland whose school con ta ined  any
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o f the  grades 7-12. A to ta l  o f  293 (72 p ercen t) responses were 
rece ived  and analyzed . S p e c if ic  d is ru p tiv e  behaviors were l i s te d  on 
the  in stru m en t. Table 3 provides a summary o f th o se  f in d in g s .
The re p o r t  concluded the  follow ing ( ^ ,  1976, p . 16):
1. While the  media re p o r ts  widely the  more se n sa tio n a l or 
v io le n t  d is ru p tio n s  such as vandalism , drug usage, 
e x to r t io n ,  a s s a u l t ,  and weapon usage, i t  i s  m isbehavior 
o f  a le s s  se rio u s  n a tu re  th a t  people s ta tew id e  a re  
encoun tering .
2. I t  may be, however, t h a t  crim inal and /o r v io le n t  d i s ­
ru p tio n s  a re  more p rev a le n t in  M aryland's secondary 
schoo ls than th e  d a ta  (Table 3) in d ic a te s .  This 
p o s s ib i l i ty  appears to  be su b s ta n tia te d  by th e  reg iona l 
a n a ly s is  o f  th e  survey re tu rn s  . . .  and th e  r e a n a ly s is  
o f  the  survey forms made by the  resea rch  lab o ra to ry  o f 
th e  U n iv ers ity  o f  Maryland, D iv ision  o f Human and 
Community Resources. The l a t t e r  dem onstrated a 
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  and p o s it iv e  re la t io n s h ip  
between th e  number o f  crim inal behaviors rep o rted  
among th e  ten most d is ru p tiv e  behaviors and th e  s iz e
o f th e  school and the  school system . . . the  percentage 
o f  re tu rn  from the  f iv e  la rg e  m etro p o litan  school systems 
was only 67 p e rc e n t, f a r  lower than  the  p ercen tage fo r  
th e  o th e r  a reas  o f  the  S ta te .
3. In summary, the  d is ru p tio n  of the  lea rn in g  and teach in g  
processes in  M aryland's 24 educational system s by 
s tu d en ts  d isp lay in g  both n ega tive  ag g ress iv e  and w ith ­
drawal behaviors i s  now w idespread. While th e  in c id e n ts  
o f  v io le n t  or c rim inal a c ts  in  schools a re  a larm ing , i t  
i s  th e  prevalence o f le s s  se rio u s  types o f  behavior th a t  
i s  d is ru p tin g  c la s se s  and consuming the  tim e and energy 
o f  both teach e rs  and a d m in is tra to rs .  The sta tew id e  da ta  
c o lle c te d  by th e  Task Force and made apparen t when 
in d iv id u a l schools a re  examined suggests t h a t  d is ru p tiv e  
behaviors a re  p a r t  o f  a behavior continuum. At one end 
i s  th e  small percentage o f  s e rio u s ly  d is ru p t iv e  s tu d e n ts  
who cannot cope c o n s tru c tiv e ly  w ith to d a y 's  schools a t  
a l l .  At the  o th e r  end is  an eq u a lly  small percentage 
who fin d  school com pletely s a t is fy in g  and en jo y ab le . 
Dangerously c lo se  to  the  middle o f  the  continuum i s  a 
la rg e  number o f  s tu d e n ts  who dem onstrate d is ru p tiv e  
behavior s u f f i c i e n t ly  se rio u s  to  cause t h e i r  r e f e r r a l
to  th e  b u ild in g  a d m in is tra to rs .
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Table 3. Maryland Study o f  D isru p tiv e  Behavior Most Commonly C ited 
Behaviors (n-293) ( j^ ,  1976, p. 16)
Ten Most Common
Class d is ru p tio n s 268 Leaving campus w /out perm ission 133
D isobedience 268 T heft 109
In su b o rd in atio n 261 Vandalism 75
Tardiness 228 Drug p ossession  o r  usage 73
Smoki ng 220 Obscenity 49
Figh ting 214 Lying 46
Truancy 205 A ssau lt 41
Class c u tt in g 205 Alcohol possess io n  o r  usage 35
Profani ty 165 E xto rtio n 20
Verbal abuse 140 Cheating 15
Gambling 10
Forgery 10
Drug d i s t r ib u t io n 9
Other 7
Arson 3
Weapon p o ssession 2
Weapon usage 1
R iot p a r t ic ip a t io n 1
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The second s ig n i f ic a n t  re p o r t  in  th e  f ie ld  was c o n tr ib u te d  
by th e  U.S. S e n a te 's  Committee on th e  J u d ic ia ry 's  Subcommittee to  
In v e s t ig a te  Ju v en ile  D elinquency. The subcom m ittee 's chairm an.
S enato r B irch Bayh, d ire c te d  a study o f  th e  problem o f  v io len ce  in  
American schools and produced and w idely  p u b lic ize d  a re p o r t  e n t i t l e d .  
Our N a tio n 's  Schools—A R eport Card: "A" in  School V iolence and
Vandalism . Contained in  the  r e p o r t  was th e  summary o f f in d in g s  o f  the  
i n v e s t ig a t io n  (survey) conducted by th e  s t a f f  o f  th e  subcomm ittee in to  
th e  d e te rm in a tio n  o f the  " e x te n t  and scope o f  v io le n c e , vandalism , 
and dropouts" (79, 1975, p . 2 ) .  A survey  q u e s tio n n a ire  was con­
s tr u c te d  and d i s t r ib u te d  to  757 su p e rin te n d e n ts  th roughou t th e  
country  w ith d i s t r i c t  en ro llm en ts  o f  10,000 o r more in  k-12 d i s t r i c t s .
A to ta l  o f  516 su p e rin ten d en ts  (o r  68%) responded.
The r e s u l ts  in d ic a te d  th a t  between 1970 and 1973, th e  fo llo w ­
ing f a c ts  were t ru e  n a tio n a lly  (79 , 1975, p. 4 ) :
1. Homicide in creased  by 18.5%
2. Rapes and a ttem pted  rapes in creased  by 40.1%
3. Robberies in creased  by 63.7%
4. A ssau lts  on s tu d e n ts  in cre a se d  by 85.3%
5. A ssau lts  on tea c h e rs  in cre a se d  by 77.4%
6. B u rg laries  o f  school b u ild in g s  in creased  by 11.8%
7. Drug and alcohol o ffen ses  on school p ro p erty  in creased
by 37.5%
The re p o r t  f u r th e r  d escrib ed  the  r e s u l ts  by reg io n . For the  
purposes o f  th is  d i s s e r ta t io n ,  the  r e s u l t s  o f  the  reg io n  id e n t i f i e d  
as "West" a re  included  h e re in  ( 79, 1975, p. 31):
1. Homicide in creased  by 26.6%
2. Rapes and attem pted  rapes in creased  by 52.3%
3. Robberies in creased  by 98.3%
4. A ssau lts  on s tu d e n ts  in cre a se d  by 77.4%
5. A ssau lts  on tea c h e rs  in creased  by 6.4%
6. B u rg laries  o f  school b u ild in g s  in creased  by 2.7%
7. Drug and alcohol o ffen ses  on school p ro p erty  in c re a se d  by 18.1%
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The subcommittee r e p o r t  concluded (79, 1975, p. 39) t h a t  th e  problem 
o f  "v io len ce  and vandalism  in  th e  schools o f  our coun try  has reached 
a lev e l o f  c r i s i s  t h a t  demands immediate comprehensive review  and 
l e g i s la t iv e  a c tio n ."
In an e a r l i e r  e f f o r t ,  th e  Syracuse U n iv e rs ity  Research Corpora­
t io n  was c o n tra c te d  by U.S.O.E. to  study v io len ce  in  urban high 
sc h o o ls . The N ational A sso c ia tio n  o f  Secondary School P r in c ip a ls  
cooperated  in  t h a t  s tudy  and subsequen tly  p u b lished  a paper by 
S yracuse P o licy  Committee chairm an, S tephen K. B ailey  e n t i t l e d .  
D isru p tio n  in  Urban P ub lic  Secondary S ch o o ls .
A prim ary means o f  d a ta  c o lle c tio n  fo r  t h i s  study  was a 
q u e s tio n n a ire  s e n t  in  June o f  1970 to  a s e le c te d  sample to ta l l i n g  
2,000 p r in c ip a ls  in  urban high schools th roughout th e  c o u n try . A 
to ta l  o f  583 (35%) responses were re tu rn e d . The fo llow ing  f iv e  
c o nc lusions were advanced (^ , 1970, pp. 10, 12):
1. The s iz e  o f  th e  s tu d e n t body i s  a more im p o rtan t v a r ia b le  
than  th e  s iz e  o f  th e  c i t y  in  which a school i s  lo c a te d .
Larger schoo ls have more problem s.
2. D isru p tio n  i s  p o s i t iv e ly  re la te d  to  in te g r a t io n .  Schools 
which a re  alm ost a l l  w h ite  o r  a l l  b lack  a re  le s s  l ik e ly
to  be d is ru p te d . This m ight su g g est a p o lic y  o f a p a rth e id  
as a s o lu t io n  to  d i s ru p t io n ,  bu t t h is  o p tio n  i s  u n a v a il­
a b le . Among o th e r  drawbacks, i t  i s  u n c o n s ti tu t io n a l .  The 
Kerner Commission spoke o f  o th e r  drawbacks w ith c o n s id e r­
ab le  v ig o r. In  sum, a so c ie ty  p o la r ize d  between w hite  and 
b lack  would be alm ost im possib le  to  manage w ith o u t even 
r a i s in g  th e  moral s ta tu r e  o f  th e  n a tio n  as a q u e s tio n . A 
seg reg a ted  edu catio n al system would h a rd ly  t r a i n  th e  young 
fo r  an in te g ra te d  fu tu re  when they  become a d u lt s .
3. In te g ra te d  schools w ith h igher percen tages o f  black  
s tu d e n ts  a re  le s s  l ik e ly  to  be d is ru p ted  i f  such schools 
a lso  have high p ercen tages o f  b lack  s ta f f s  ( s i c ) .  Con­
v e rs e ly , schoo ls w it^  high p ercen tages o f  black's b u t w ith 
predom inately w hite s t a f f s  ( s i c ) a re  more l ik e ly  to  be 
d is ru p te d .
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4. D isru p tio n  and average d a ily  a tten d an ce  a re  d i r e c t ly  
r e la te d .  Where average d a ily  a tten d an ce  i s  low er, 
d is ru p tio n  i s  h igher and v ice  v e rsa .
5. P r in c ip a ls  w ith th e  l e a s t  experience  in  t h e i r  o f f ic e :
-R eport g re a te r  black  e n ro llm en ts.
-Endorse a more a c tiv e  response to  d is ru p tio n  
( in  c o n tr a s t  to  " r id in g  i t  o u t" ) .
-R eport a g re a te r  concern fo r  p o s i t iv e  preven­
t a t i v e  t ra in in g  programs.
-Are more h e s i ta n t  to  p ro je c t  th e  blame f o r  
d is ru p tio n  onto e x te rn a l ,  non-school f a c to r s .
In a d d it io n ,  and im portan t to  t h is  d i s s e r ta t io n ,  was th e  re p o r t  o f  
responses by geographic a rea  gen era ted  by t h i s  s tudy . These d a ta  a re  
d isp lay ed  in  Table 4 (^ , 1970, p. 10).
The l a s t  major e f f o r t  o f  t h i s  s o r t  was conducted by th e  
N ational School P ub lic  R e la tio n s  A sso c ia tio n  and re le a se d  in  re p o r t  
form in  1973. I t  p u rp o rted ly  surveyed 400 school d i s t r i c t s  to  d e te r ­
mine th e  s tu d e n t behaviors which w arran t "extrem e d is c ip l in a ry  
m easures" ( ^ ,  1973, p. 62). Table 5 prov ides a l i s t i n g  o f  th o se  
behaviors and th e  number o f  school d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  responded to  th a t  
behavior as in  need o f extreme d i s c ip lin a ry  measures ( 39 , 1973, p. 62).
E f fo r ts  to  id e n t i fy  and q u a n tify  th e  p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and 
d is ru p tiv e  behavior in  th e  n a t io n 's  schoo ls have been few in  number 
and, in  some c a se s , o f  q u es tio n ab le  q u a li ty .  The fo llow ing  summary 
s ta tem en ts  seem to  r in g  t ru e  th roughout a l l  e f f o r t s  to  e s ta b l is h  a 
p r o f i le :
1. There appears to  be some c o r r e la t io n  between th e  in cre a sin g  
in cidence o f  y ou th fu l crim e in  s o c ie ty  and th e  lev e l o f  
d is ru p tio n  in schoo ls.
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Table 4. Percentage o f  Schools in  Each o f E igh t Geographic Areas 
Reporting D isru p tio n  o f  S p ec if ied  Nature 1970, p. 10)




Teacher b o y co tt, 
w alkout, o r  s t r i k e 33% 28% 15% 24% 38% 9% 10% 11%
S tuden t b o y co tt, 
w alkout, o r  s t r i k e 50 53 34 28 39 12 24 25
Arson 27 23 17 11 31 7 10 23
P roperty  damage 
(o th e r  than arson) 70 65 49 52 62 42 50 60
R ioting 13 18 14 6 15 2 9 9
S tu d e n t- te a c h e r  
physical con­
fro n ta tio n 27 32 32 22 42 18 24 24
P ick etin g  o r 
parading 47 45 22 20 28 14 18 22
Presence on campus 
o f  un ru ly , unauthor­
iz e d , non-school 
persons 81 60 50 51 56 46 57 48
Abnormal u n ru lin e ss 37 38 36 33 38 28 25 31
Note: The numbers id e n t i fy  geographic reg ions in  the
fo llow ing manner:
1. New England 5. Midwest
2. New York-New Je rsey  6 . Southwest
3. M id-A tlan tic  7. Mountain
4. South 8. West
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Table 5. Responses* to  Behaviors in  Need o f  Extreme D isc ip lin a ry  
Measures 1973, p. 62).
Possession  o r use o f drugs on Continual unexcused ab sen tee­
school grounds o r a t  school ism (12)
events 0 0 6 )
In tim id a tio n  (10)
In su b o rd in atio n  o r d is re s p e c t  (.99)
E x to rtio n  (8)
P hysical a s s a u l t  on te a c h e rs ,  s tu ­
d e n ts , o r school employees (94) Acts o f  v io lence  (8)
Vandalism (94) Continual e x cessiv e  t a r d i ­
ness (8)
P ossession  o r use o f  alcohol on




V ulg arity  (7)
Smoking on school grounds o r a t
school a c t i v i t i e s  (81) Forgery (5)
F igh ting  (58) Arson (5)
T h eft (47) P a r t ic ip a t in g  in ,  in s t ig a t in g
a r i o t  (4)
D isobedience (45)
I n c o r r ig ib i l i ty  (4)
Continual d is ru p tiv e  mis­
behavior in  c la s s  (37) Off school grounds w ithou t
perm ission (4)
P ro fa n ity , o b scen ity  (32)
Continual d is ru p tiv e  misbe­
S to rin g , p o ssess in g , carry in g h av io r on bus (4)
dangerous weapons (20)
Walkouts (3)
Behavior which endangers another
o r impinges on a n o th e r 's Gambling (3)
r ig h ts  (18)
Continual in f r a c t io n  o f  any
Continual o r excessive  c u tt in g school law (3)
o f c la s se s  (17)
Lying (2)
S e l lin g ,  su pp ly ing , d i s t r ib u t in g
drugs on school grounds (15)
*Eight o f the  respondents 
w arran ting  "extreme" d is c ip l in a ry
rep o rted  they  had no "problem" 
m easures.
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2. Crime in  school and so c ie ty  a t  la rg e  i s  n o t a c c u ra te ly  
rep o rted  and tends to  p a r t ic u la r ly  v ic tim ize  youth .
Evidence supports  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e re  e x is t s  an 
in c re a sin g  occurrence o f  y ou th fu l crim e and lik ev /ise  
s u b s ta n t ia te s  the  f a c t  th a t  th e  v ictim s o f th a t  tren d  
a re ,  to  a d isp ro p o rtio n a te  e x te n t ,  yo u th fu l a ls o .
3. Behaviors which a re  d is ru p tiv e  to  the  school en v iro n ­
ment a re  o f te n  unreported  because they  f a i l  to  have 
c o u n te rp a rts  in  c rim inal codes.
4 . Overwhelming p u b lic  concern i s  evidenced in  problems 
o f d i s c ip l in e ,  v io len ce  and d is ru p tio n  in  sc h o o ls .
5. Vandalism has rece iv ed  the  w id est stu d y  and the most 
comprehensive docum entation.
6. V iolence and vandalism  in  schoo ls a re  no longer only 
an urban problem.
7. From th e  s ta n d p o in t o f  in d iv id u a l behav io rs d is ru p tin g  
th e  edu catio n al environm ent. Table 6 d isp la y s  a 
composite o f  those behaviors and an in d ic a tio n  o f  
t h e i r  coverage in  re se a rch .
8 . S u f f ic ie n t  evidence e x is ts  to  su p p o rt th e  fo llow ing 
(n o n -p r io r i tiz e d )  l i s t i n g  o f  th e  most im portan t 
v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behavior fac in g  th e  n a t io n 's  
schoo ls today:
(1) Drug possess io n  an d /o r usage
(2) Attendance i r r e g u la r i t y
(3) A ssau lt
(4) Di sobedi e n ce /i nsubordi n a tio n
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Table 6 . Behaviors I d e n t i f ie d  in  R elated  L i te r a tu r e  and Research on 
V iolence and D isru p tio n  in  th e  N a tio n 's  Schools
Behavior
C lass d is ru p tio n X X X X 28
D isobedience X X X 33
In su b o rd in a tio n X X X 33
Tard iness X X X 40
Smoki ng X X X 19
F ig h tin g X X X X 24,25
Truancy X X X 11
C lass c u tt in g X X X 11
P rofani ty X X X 17
Verbal abuse X X X 17
Leaving campus w/o perm ission X X X 11
T h eft X X X 30,21 ,7
Vandalism X X X X 35.20
Drug p o ssession X X X 29
Note: "X" in d ic a te s  behav io r addressed  in  t h a t  s tu d y .
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T able 6 . (c o n tin u ed )
Behavior
O bscenity X X 17
Lyi ng X X X 28
Alcohol p o ssess io n /u se X X 37
E x to rtio n X X X 23
Cheating X X X 1
Gambli ng X X X 35
Forgery X X X 39
Drug d i s t r ib u t io n X X 2
Arson X X X 16
Weapon p o ssession X X X 5
Weapon usage X X X 5
R io t p a r t i c ip a tio n X X X X X 25,12
Homicide X 15, 9
Rape X X 2 ^ 8
Robbery X 14
Burglary X 3
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T able 6 . (co n tin u ed )
Behavior
A ssau lt o f  s tu d e n t X X 26
A ssa u lt o f  teach e r 
Teacher boyco tts X
X X 24
S tu d en t boycotts X X 6
P roperty  damage X X X 20.35
P ick e tin g /p a rad in g X X 6
Unauthorized t re sp a ss X X 27
In tim id a tio n X X 24,26
Im m orality X X 8 ^ 2
I n c o r r ig ib i l i ty X X 28
D isru p tiv e  behavior on bus X X 31
Walkouts X X 6
School p lan in f r a c t io n X X 34,33
O ther dangerous behavior X X 28
R acial u n res t X X 12
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(5) Vandalism
(6) Arson
(7) R iot p a r t ic ip a t io n
(8) Classroom d is ru p tio n
In th e  f in a l  a n a ly s is ,  th e re  e x is ts  l i t t l e  q u es tio n  th a t  v io le n t  and 
d is ru p tiv e  behavior in  schools i s  a major n a tio n a l concern; y e t ,  the 
p resen t s ta tu s  o f  research  in to  the  problem is  extrem ely narrow and 
lim ite d .
O rig ins o f  School V iolence and D isru p tio n : 
A H is to r ic a l  P ersp ec tiv e
The concern over d isru p tio n  in  schools has long been an 
im portan t is s u e . In 1778, Samuel and John P h i l l ip s ,  founders o f  the  
p res tig io u s  P h i l l ip s  Academy in  Andover, M assachuse tts, warned th e i r  
in s t ru c to r s  to  "most a t t e n t iv e ly  and v igorously  guard a g a in s t  the 
e a r l i e s t  i r r e g u la r i t i e s  in  [stu d en t b e h av io r]" (13 , 1970, p . 194). 
Likew ise, Noah W ebster acknowledged, in  1790, th e  need fo r  corporal 
punishment " e sp e c ia lly  a f t e r  th e  ch ild ren  have been accustomed to  
d isobedience and a l ic e n tio u s  behavior a t  home" (J2» 1970, p. 225).
From an even more fundamental s ta n d p o in t,  th e  N ational 
Commission on th e  Causes and Prevention  o f  V iolence, headed by Dr. 
M ilton Eisenhower, suggested  th a t  th e  n a tio n a l problem o f  v io lence  
has i t s  ro o ts  in  the  "contemporary d isco n ten t"  on which th i s  country 
was e s ta b lish e d  ( ^ ,  1969, p. 7 ) . The Commission f u r th e r  in d ic a te d  
th a t  th is  country has always been a r e l a t i v e ly  v io le n t  n a tio n , and 
considering  the  fo rc e s  th a t  shaped the co u n try , " i t  would be a s to n ish ­
ing were i t  o therw ise" ( ^ ,  1969, p. 1 ) . The r e p o r t  f u r th e r  p o in ts 
to th e  n a tu re  o f  American v io lence  which is  prompted by environm ental
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and so c ia l ten s io n s  (85 , 1969, p. 13 ). The contem porary updating  o f 
th ese  re c u rr in g  themes forms th e  foundation  fo r  th e  problem as i t  
e x is t s  today.
A f a s c in a tin g  p o s it io n  was taken by th e  Eisenhower Commission 
showing th a t  contemporary groups (which s tu d e n ts  m ight be considered  
one) have m istaken ly  leg itim iz e d  t h e i r  v io le n t  a c tio n s  under th e  
g u ise  o f  (1) th e  s p i r i t  im plied in th e  " rev o lu tio n a ry  d o c tr in e ( s )"  
o f  t h i s  c o u n try 's  founding f a th e r s ,  and (2) th e  American p e o p le 's  
w illin g n e ss  to  accep t th e  p o l i t i c a l  philosophy o f  "Lockean- 
J e ffe rso n ia n  l ib e ra lism "  which came about through f e a r  o f  govern­
mental power and a tendency to  "d e fin e  freedom n e g a tiv e ly  as freedom 
'fro m '"  ( ^ ,  1969, pp. 9 -1 0 )..
As long ago as th e  I l i a d , th e  f i r s t  g re a t  ep ic  o f  th e  w estern  
w orld, th e  Greeks won one day, th e  T ro jans th e  n e x t,  and in  
th e  end p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  p e rish e d . And s in c e  Homer, in  t h i s  
book, in troduced  th e  s p i r i t  t h a t  v io len ce  i s  th e  c e n tra l  
problem to  be d e a lt  w ith  in  a world s t r iv in g  to  be c iv i l i z e d ,  
we were warned to  th in k  s e r io u s ly  o f  what our a t t i tu d e  toward 
v io len ce  should be. Today, th e  g u n f ig h te r  has taken  hold o f  
our im agination  as a moral "hero" ( to  use th e  term  o f l i t e r a r y  
c r i t i c  Robert Warshow) because th e  man w ith  th e  gun on h is  
th ig h  b e liev es  in  v io le n c e —b ut a lso  in  s e l f - r e s t r a in t :
" . . .  he su g g ests  t h a t  even in  k i l l in g  o r  being k i l l e d  we a re  
n o t fre e d  from th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  e s ta b l is h in g  s a t i s f a c to r y  
modes o f behavior. . . . "  We deceive o u rse lv es  and our 
c h ild ren  by f a i l in g  to  recogn ize  t h i s  op en ly , a t  home and in  
our schoo ls ( ^ ,  1974, p. 300).
The m isch ief a s so c ia te d  w ith  th e  Lander v. Seaver co rpora l 
punishment case  o f  1859 has developed in to  a common theme in  schoo ls 
where th e  t a c t i c  i s  employed o f  using  v io len ce  to  suppress v io len ce  
and in  so doing , teach in g  c h ild re n  th a t  th e re  i s  no o th e r  way o f  
d ea ling  w ith  i t  (10 , 1974, p. 300). At th e  same tim e , accord ing  to  
Berger (9 , 1974, p. 8 ) ,  lea rn in g  i s  ad v e rse ly  in flu en ced  by t h i s  a i r
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o f  v io le n c e .
The once-homogenous s tu d e n t body o f the  p a s t w ith  t h e i r  
m id d le -c lass  v a lues has more r e c e n tly  been req u ired  to  conform w ith 
the  p l u r a l i s t i c  environm ent in s id e  sc h o o l, w h ile  having to  re -a d a p t 
to  th e  slo w er-p ro g ress in g  homogenous so c ie ty  o u ts id e  o f  sch o o l. 
According to  Phay ( ^ ,  1975, p. 13), " s tu d e n ts  today cannot be 
expected to  modify t h e i r  behav io r in  school s u b s ta n t ia l ly ,  a t  l e a s t  
no t fo r  long p eriods o f  tim e, when th e  r e s t r a i n t s  p laced  on the 
s tu d e n t in  school a re  not found o u ts id e  th e  s c h o o l."  Linked w ith 
t h is  experience  i s  th e  r e s is ta n c e  o f schools to  teach  s tu d e n ts  about 
v io le n c e , th u s , a llow ing s tu d e n ts  to  "savor v io le n t  d e lig h ts "  w ith o u t 
r e a l i s t i c a l l y  lea rn in g  about th e  consequences o f  " v io le n t  ends"
(J£ , 1974, p. 303). Although se rio u s  d is ru p tio n  in  schoo ls i s  new 
s in c e  1960 [T,  1976, p. 1 1 ), th e  ch a llen g es  to  th e  in te g r i t y  o f the  
in s t i t u t i o n  make i t  im p erativ e  to  acknowledge th e  need o f a l l  w ith in  
th e  ed u catio n al community to  co n fro n t th e  is s u e  w ith d isp a tc h .
P a r t ic ip a n ts  in  V iolence in  Schools
The fundamental th eo ry  o f  l ib e r ty  upon which a l l  governments 
in  t h i s  union repose excludes any general power o f  th e  s ta t e  
to  s ta n d a rd iz e  i t s  c h ild re n  by fo rc in g  them to  accep t 
in s t r u c t io n  from p u b lic  tea c h e rs  on ly . The c h ild  i s  not 
th e  mere c re a tu re  o f  th e  s t a t e  ( ^ ,  1925).
Although members o f  th e  e d u catio n al community f re q u e n tly  have s ig n i f i ­
c a n tly  d i f f e r e n t  views concerning th e  causes o f  v io len ce  in  school 
(12, 1973, p. 9 ) ,  th e re  i s  l i t t l e  q u estio n  th a t  th e  h is to r y  o f  
ju d ic ia l  re lu c ta n c e  to  in te r f e r e  w ith school m atte rs  has come to  an 
end (X, 1969, p . 5; 57, 1972, p . 2 ) . According to  Phay (S^, 1975,
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p. 16 ), th e  c o u rts  a re  apply ing  w ithou t h e s i ta t io n  stan d a rd s  o f 
o p e ra tio n  on school system s' e x e rc ise  o f  co n tro l over s tu d e n ts .  On 
th e  o th e r  s id e  i s  Sidney Hook's (XZ., 1969, p . 23) very b lu n t 
c r i t iq u e  o f  a d m in is tra t iv e  in a c tio n  in  d ea lin g  w ith  d is ru p t iv e  
elem ents on campus in  th e  name o f  due p ro ce ss , w h ile  a t  th e  same 
tim e, e f f e c t iv e ly  d ep riv in g  o th e r  s tu d e n ts  o f t h e i r  freedom to  
pursue s tu d ie s  by condoning th e  v io le n c e .
School po licy-m akers a re  confron ted  w ith  v io len ce  in  t h e i r  
schoo ls and a re  charged w ith  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  p rov id ing  s tu d e n ts  
w ith  t h e i r  r ig h t fu l  access to  education  w ith o u t danger o f  harm caused 
by v io len ce  1975, p. 1 7 ), w h ile  being confron ted  w ith  th o se  
who, accord ing  to  B erger [9,  1974, p. 1 5 ), " e x p lo i t  th e  f e a r  o f  
v io len ce  . . .  to  b ring  about a d m in is tra t iv e  o r  c u r r ic u la r  changes." 
M cPartland and McDill (46 , 1976, p. 4) show t h a t  th e re  e x is t s  a 
tremendous amount o f  in fo rm atio n  on ju v e n ile  o f fe n s e s , " . . . But we 
have l i t t l e  d i r e c t  in fo rm atio n  about th e  independent ro le  th a t  
schoo ls may p lay  ( in  reducing  ju v e n ile  c rim e) ."  Thus, d e c is io n ­
making a t  th e  p o licy  and re g u la tio n  le v e ls  becomes more complex.
E. Edmund R e u tte r , in  a quote c i te d  in  an a r t i c l e  in  th e
American School Board Journal (8 7 , 1975, p . 3 3 ), s a id  t h a t  school
board members, su p e rin te n d e n ts  and p r in c ip a l s ,
. . . w o n 't take  any a c tio n s  a g a in s t  s tu d e n ts  because they  
fe a r  la w s u its .  No leg a l ru lin g  t h a t  I know o f  has done 
anyth ing  to  block e f f e c t iv e  s tu d e n t d i s c ip l in e .  The c o u rt 
i s  g e tt in g  involved  in  school m atte rs  but as one c i r c u i t  
c o u rt judge s a id  n o t long ago, "Courts may d isa g re e  w ith  
th e  judgement o f  school o f f i c i a l s ;  however, they  c e r ta in ly  
a re  no t about to  take  over th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  s c h o o ls ."
R eprodu ced  with perm ission  of th e copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .
39
The f a c t  s t i l l  remains t h a t  w ith th e  in tru s io n  o f  c o u r ts ,  in c re a se  in 
v io le n c e , and in creased  emphasis on prov id ing  education  e q u ita b ly  fo r  
a l l ,  the  pu b lic  is  . . n o  lo n g er s a t i s f i e d  w ith th e  answers given 
by p u b lic  school o f f i c ia l s "  (6%, 1975, p . 9 ) .  The im p lic a tio n s  fo r  
fu tu re  a c tio n s  o f  school p o lic y - and regu la tion -m akers i s  c ru c ia l 
in  th e  re s o lu tio n  o f  v io len ce  in  sch o o ls .
The in d iv id u a l school p r in c ip a ls  a re  acknowledged to  be th e
key f ig u re s  in  th e  co n tro l o f  v io len ce  on campus ( 17, 1973, p. 11);
y e t ,  they  view them selves as having l i t t l e  l a t i tu d e  in  d ea lin g  w ith
th e  problem. Owen Kiernan (43, 1975, p. 1 ) ,  in  h is  testim ony to  Birch
Bayh's subcom m ittee, describ ed  the  problem h is  NASSP p r in c ip a ls  fac e .
Violence and vandalism  have moved, j u s t  in  one decade, from 
being an a n c il la r y  and occasional problem in  th e  l i f e  o f  a 
secondary school p r in c ip a l  to  a p o s it io n  o f o p p ress iv e  and 
e v e r-p re se n t  dominance. Events a re  fo rc in g  th e  school 
p r in c ip a l  to  devote in c re a sin g  amounts o f  tim e and energy 
to  re so lv in g  problems o f  crim e among th e  s tu d e n t body. This 
co n cen tra tio n  o f  e f f o r t  tak es  him away from d u tie s  he was 
employed to  perform , i . e . ,  to  improve th e  academic program 
and q u a li ty  o f in s t r u c t io n .  As a r e s u l t ,  th e  s tu d e n ts  a re  
short-changed .
Kiernan goes on to  say:
F i r s t ,  th e  "old" problems o f  th e  p r in c ip a l  sh ip —th o se  o f 
th e  l a t e  1960 's —a re  n o t th e  new problems o f  th e  p r in c ip a l - 
sh ip . Q uestions o f  s tu d e n t e x p ress io n , s tu d e n t d re s s ,  and 
s tu d e n t ac tiv ism  no lo n g er have c e n tra l  s ta g e . Second, the  
growing incidence  o f crime in  school seldom c e n te rs  around 
s tu d e n t-a d u lt  c o n f l i c t .  T h ird , th e  crim e sp ree  o f th e  
se v en tie s  i s  f lo u r is h in g  d e sp ite  school reform s made in  
response to  s tu d e n t and p a re n t demands fo r  more freedom.
And fo u r th , th e  p r in c ip a l fe e ls  inundated by a sea o f  
demands, with vandalism  and v io lence  rep re se n tin g  the  l a t e s t  
and h ig h es t wave ( ^ ,  1975, pp. 2 -3 ).
The p r in c ip a l 's  c o n fro n ta tio n  w ith v io len ce  and vandalism  has 
th e  added dimension o f  the  n e c ess ity  fo r  th e  assu rance  o f  adequate
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allowance fo r  s tu d e n t r ig h ts  which, i f  no t handled p ro p erly , lead s  to 
a whole new form o f v io lence  1974, p. 15). Yet, few su b s ta n tiv e  
co u rt  d e c is io n s  have been handed down which provide d ire c tio n  in  
d e lin e a tin g  th e  e x te n t to  which co n s id e ra tio n  o f  s tu d e n t r ig h ts  
d i re c ts  a d m in is tra tiv e  behavior in  d ea lin g  w ith v io len ce . According 
to  P a tte rso n  (54 , 1977, p. 2 ) , s tu d e n ts ' e x e rc ise  o f t h e i r  r ig h ts  
only extends as f a r  as th e  p o in t when they " m a te ria lly  and su b s tan ­
t i a l l y  d is ru p t"  th e  school program. The e v o lu tio n  o f s tu d e n t r ig h ts  
in  th is  case i s  regarded by many as a mixed " b le s s in g ,"  fo r  the  
p r in c ip a l i s  now burdened w ith the r e s p o n s ib il i ty  o f  determ ining the  
d iffe re n c e  between " c iv i l  disobedience and a c ts  of v io lence" (X, 1969, 
p. 6 ) .  U n fo rtu n a tely , much c iv i l  d isobed ience i s  not defined  in  the  
law and f a l l s  under a d m in is tra tiv e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  apply th e  appro­
p r ia te  c o n tro ls .  Time i s  a lso  mentioned as a f a c to r ,  in  t h a t  proper 
observance o f  th e  demands o f  s tu d e n t r ig h ts  can "slow up" the  
a d m in is t r a to r 's  a b i l i t y  to  e f f e c t iv e ly  deal w ith some s i tu a t io n s  
(£ , 1974, p. 15 ). O thers r e t o r t  w ith th e  p o s it io n  th a t  no s i tu a tio n  
i s  so se rio u s  t h a t  i t  cannot be " fu r th e r  aggravated" by in c o r re c t  
a p p lic a tio n  o f proper p r in c ip le s  o r  due process (2X, 1975, p. 3 ) .
The p r in c ip a l s ' r o le  in  coping w ith v io lence  and d is ru p tio n  
has su b jec ted  them to  sev ere  c r i t ic i s m  by th o se  who in d ic a te  t h a t  
"much d is ru p tio n  and ac tu a l crime i s  hidden from pu b lic  view" by the  
s tu d e n ts ,  te a c h e rs ,  and a d m in is tra to rs  who f e a r  fo r  t h e i r  p o s itio n  
an d /o r s ta tu s  w ith in  the  school (23, n . d . , p . 23) o r  a c t  only a f t e r  
c o n su lta tio n  w ith d i s t r i c t  lawyers (X, 1974, p. 15).
From whatever p e rsp ec tiv e  the  ro le  o f  p rin c ip a l i s  viewed.
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th e  r e a l i t y  s t i l l  e x is t s  th a t  i t  i s  th e  p r in c ip a l ,  more than  any o th e r  
i n d iv id u a l,  t h a t  must cope w ith  v io len ce . This invo lves coping w ith 
what S ch o fie ld  ( 61, 1975, p. 21) la b e ls  th e  "paranoia" among h is /h e r  
co lleag u es  and th e  tea c h e r who fin d s  s tu d e n ts ' a c q u is i tio n  of r ig h ts  
as t ru ly  " th re a te n in g ."  Ackerly (1_, 1969, pp. 1-2) f in d s  h im self 
em pathetic w ith th e  ro le  o f  the  p r in c ip a l ,  f o r  in  co n fro n tin g  v io le n c e , 
one must a lso  cope w ith  the  "d iv e rg en t i n te r e s t s  and c o n f l ic t in g  
wishes and demands" o f  everyone invo lved .
Teachers a ls o  have been th e  s u b je c t  o f  some co n troversy  w ith 
regard  to  v io len ce  in  sch o o ls , although coverage o f t h e i r  ro le  in  
r e la t io n  to  t h is  to p ic  i s  l im ite d . A survey  o f  2,427 Chicago tea c h e rs  
in  1975 in d ic a te d  th a t  many o f them have assumed th e  ro le  of a " p o lic e  
o f f ic e r  w ith o u t b e n e f i t  o f  a badge o r gun" ( ^ , 1975, p. 41 ). O tto 
K erner, Chairman o f  the  N ational Advisory Commission on C iv il D is­
o rd ers  {82,  1968, p. 238), rep o rted  t h a t  according  to  U.S.G.E. 
Commissioner Harold Howe, many teach e rs  a re  unprepared to  teach  
(p a r t ic u la r ly  th e  disadvantaged  c h ild ) ,  which r e s u l ts  in  n eg a tiv e  
a t t i tu d e s  which fu r th e r  promote a t t i tu d e s  o f  a lie n a tio n  in  th e  sc h o o l. 
In  D ickerson 's  (E d ito r)  C hallenges fo r  th e  1 9 7 0 's , Helen S h affe r  
in d ic a te d  th a t  in  re a c tio n  to  the  req u e s ts  fo r  "combat pay" by tea c h e rs  
in  schoo ls experiencing  high le v e ls  o f  v io le n c e , AFT re p re s e n ta tiv e s  
had responded, c a l l in g  i t  a "b ribe"  t h a t  would s tig m a tiz e  th e  school 
in  the  minds o f te a c h e rs ,  p a re n ts ,  and s tu d e n ts  (62 , 1970, pp. 88 -89). 
F in a lly ,  th e  p e rsp e c tiv e  o f  Sidney Hook ( ^ ,  1969, p . 24) c le a r ly  
s ta te d  what could be considered  th e  "hard l in e ."
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Some fa c u l ty  members see t r u l y ,  in  th e  words o f  a p e rc e p tiv e  
member o f  the  Columbia f a c u l ty ,  t h a t  " th e  a u th o r i ty  o f a 
u n iv e rs ity  i s  not a c iv i l  a u th o r i ty ,  b u t a moral one."  But 
t h is  spokesman m istaken ly  concludes t h a t  th e  d is ru p t iv e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  s tu d e n ts  "can only be con ta ined  by a f a c u l ty  
and by o th e r  s tu d e n ts ,  no t by th e  p o l ic e ."  This i s  a 
m o ra lity  n o t o f  t h is  world b u t o f  the  t e a r f u l ,  hand-w ringing , 
in e f f e c tu a l  s p i r i t ,  which would leave t h i s  w orld and i t s  
u n iv e r s i t i e s  in  possess io n  o f  th o se  who use o r th re a te n  
v io len ce  to  impose t h e i r  w il l  on o th e r s .
L i t t l e  o th e r  tre a tm e n t o f  th e  ro le  o f  f a c u l ty  members in  r e l a t i o n  to
v io len ce  i s  o ffe re d  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e .
F in a lly , the  ro le  o f  s tu d e n ts  in  v io len ce  and d is ru p tio n  in  
schoo ls can ju s t i f i a b ly  be a ssigned  th e  la b e l  o f  th e  "prime perpe­
t r a t o r , "  b u t e q u a lly  im p o rta n t, as p rev io u s ly  shown, s tu d e n ts  a re  
a lso  th e  prime ta r g e ts  o f  v io len ce  in  sc h o o ls . I t  i s  th e re fo re  
n a tu ra l (m istaken ly  so) to  assume th a t  s tu d e n ts  c o n s t i tu te  in  to to  
th e  p o p u latio n  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  v io le n c e . This i s  p a te n t ly  n o t t ru e !  
As p rev io u s ly  d isc u sse d , th e  in flu e n ce  o f  in a p p ro p r ia te  o r  in ac c u ra te  
d e c is io n s  on th e  p a r t  o f  a d m in is tra to rs  and tea c h e rs  have subse­
q u en tly  prolonged v io le n c e . A very l im ite d ,  inadequate  coverage in  
th e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  th e  in flu e n ce  o f "o u ts id e rs "  on v io le n c e  on campus 
is  o f fe re d . The C a lifo rn ia  S ta te  Department o f E d u ca tio n 's  Report on 
V iolence in  C a lifo rn ia  High Schools prov ides th e  most ex te n s iv e  
coverage o f  t h i s  is s u e .  In  a summary o f s tu d e n ts  (n=364), tea c h e rs  
(n=166), a d m in is tra to rs /c o u n se lo rs  (n=150), and community members 
(n=225), 61 p e rc e n t ,  70 p e rc e n t ,  85 p e rc e n t ,  and 87 p e rc e n t resp ec ­
t iv e ly  c i te d  n o n-studen ts as a m ajor cause o f  v io len ce  on campuses 
( 17, 1973, p . 14 ). The r e p o r t  concluded th a t  a wide v a r ie ty  o f 
in d iv id u a ls  near o r on school grounds cause and a re  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  
much crim inal a c t i v i t y  (1%, 1973, p . 14 ).
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Studen ts were rep o rted  by Benson and Engelman 1975, p. 51) 
to  have never rece iv ed  "any reasoned a n a ly s is  o f  what i s  wrong w ith 
k ick in g , a s s a u l t ,  o r  s te a l in g  from an o th er fe llow  human b e ing ."  The 
au th o rs  a t t r ib u t e  t h is  f a i l u r e  to  sc h o o ls , church , and fam ily , and 
fu r th e r  p o in t to  the  in c re a s in g ly  more im portan t ro le  t h a t  peer 
groups play  in  f i l l i n g  t h is  void in  e th ic a l  in s t r u c t io n  (8 , 1975, 
p . 135).
Research shows th a t  s tu d e n ts  f in d  i t  in c re a s in g ly  n ecessary  to  
cope w ith  a u th o r i ta r ia n  sch o o ls , r a c ia l  and c u ltu ra l  p lu ra lism , 
dehumanizing o f  i n s t i t u t io n a l  l i f e ,  i r r e le v a n t  c u rricu lu m , poor 
counseling  s e rv ic e s ,  o p p ress iv e  p o l ic i e s ,  crim ina l behavior by some 
s tu d e n ts ,  crowded and la rg e  sc h o o ls , s e x is t  p r a c t ic e s ,  poor f a c i l i t i e s ,  
and inadequate  grading  p ra c tic e s  ( ^ ,  1975, p . 13; 1975, p . 532;
T7, 1973, p. 9; 3,  1971, p . 152). In l ig h t  o f  th ese  p re s s u re s ,  th e  
lab e l o f de linquency i s  e a s i ly  assigned  and, as M u lv ih ill and Tumin 
( 49, 1969, p. 615) e x p la in , the  l in k  between school f a i l u r e  and 
delinquency i s  ap p a ren t. Connect w ith t h i s  th e  rep o rted  replacem ent 
o f  American homes by peer groups as prim ary re fe re n c e  f o r  th e  
development o f  a value s tr u c tu r e  ( ^ ,  1975, p . 135), and one is  hard- 
p ressed  n o t to  see  th e  reason  why ag g ress iv e  s tu d e n t behavior r e s u l ts  
and su b sequen tly  th re a te n s  th e  i n te g r i t y  o f sc h o o ls .
Coping w ith V iolence in  Schools
This d i s s e r ta t io n  a s s e r ts  th a t  one approach to  deal w ith 
v io len ce  in  school i s  through the  law. This p o s it io n  i s  p red ic a te d  
on th e  documented tu rb u len ce  in  schoo ls and what Ramsey C lark
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( 19, 1970, p . 254) r e f e r s  to  as th e  " f i r s t  purpose o f  government"— 
to  p rovide fo r  th e  p e o p le 's  s a fe ty .  U n fo rtu n a te ly , the  school 
a d m in is t r a to r 's  a u th o r i ty  to  provide t h i s  se rv ic e  has been " i l l -  
d efined  and to  a g re a t  e x te n t  ( i s )  eroding" (£ , 1974, pp. 15 -16).
T h is , th e re fo re ,  has d riv en  many d i s t r i c t s  to  apply tem porary cu res 
such as s e c u r i ty  guards and in tru s io n  alarm s. Y et, t h is  approach 
has re s u l te d  in  a t id e  o f c o n s te rn a tio n  which i s  b e s t d e scrib ed  in 
th e  1971 p o s it io n  paper o f the  N ational Urban League ( ^ ,  1971, p . 3) 
d ea lin g  w ith  coping w ith v io len ce  in  sch o o ls : " I t  i s  our co n ten tio n
t h a t  i t  i s  im possib le  fo r  a fav o rab le  c lim ate  fo r  lea rn in g  to  be 
e s ta b lis h e d  w ith in  th is  type o f  environm ent."
The approach o f using  the  in flu e n ce  o f  law to  cope w ith  the  
problem o f  v io len ce  and d is ru p tio n  on school campuses i s  by no means 
new. Bremne, in  h is  m ulti-volum e work. C h ildren  and Youth in  America: 
A Documentary H is to ry , c i t e s  e a r ly  compulsory a tten d an ce  laws in  
M assachusetts and New York in  1852 and 1853, re s p e c tiv e ly  (%3, 1970, 
pp. 166-69). Y et, co n tra ry  to  what Phay (55, 1975, p. 13) s t a t e s ,  
th e  l i t e r a t u r e  does n o t su p p o rt th e  f a c t  th a t  schoo ls have had a 
s tro n g  legacy  o f leg a l a u th o r i ty  over the  d is c ip l in in g  o f  c h ild re n .
On th e  o th e r  hand, th e  law has been exceedingly  resp o n siv e  
to  s ta tu s  o f  ju v e n ile  o ffe n d e rs .  In  1899, th e  f i r s t  ju v e n ile  c o u rt 
o p e ra tio n  was e s ta b lish e d  in  Chicago w ith th e  i n te n t  and purpose to  
answer th e  ground-sw ell concern over th e  trea tm en t o f  d e lin q u e n t 
c h ild ren  in  a manner id e n t ic a l  to  a d u lt  c rim in a ls .  U n fo rtu n a te ly , 
according  to  P a tte rso n  ( ^ ,  1977, p . 13 ), i t  i s  ju v e n ile  c o u rts  th a t  
must accep t the  m ajor p o rtio n  o f the  blame in  the  c o n tro l o f  the
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ju v e n ile  crim e. In an a r t i c l e  in  U.S. News and World Report
( 20, 1976, p. 6 5 ), Judge I rv in g  Kaufman, Chief Judge o f th e  U.S.
Court o f  Appeals fo r  the  Second C ir c u i t  and Chairman o f the
Ju v en ile  J u s t ic e  Standards Commission, was quoted as say in g .
I t  has become in c re a sin g ly  apparen t t h a t  our t r a d i ­
tio n a l system o f  ju v e n ile  ju s t i c e  i s  a f a i l u r e .  I t  
n e ith e r  safeguards our so c ie ty  from v io le n t  ju v e n i le s ,  
nor provides adequate p ro te c tio n  fo r  th e  a larm ingly  
la rg e  number o f  c h ild ren  reared  in  b ru ta l env iron­
ments . . . which breed h o s t i l i t y  and f a i l u r e .
Backman and Van Duinen (^ ,  1971, pp. 47, 52) conducted a 
lo n g itu d in a l study  of th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  2,200 young men over a period  
o f  fo u r y e a rs ,  from f a l l ,  1966, when th e  men were in  ten th  grade, 
u n t il  a yea r beyond g rad u a tio n . Each o f  the  respondents was ques­
tio n ed  fo u r tim es, w ith 73 p e rcen t o f  th o se  prov id ing  da ta  from 
s t a r t  to  f in i s h .  When questioned  about t h e i r  a t t i tu d e s  toward crim e, 
v io len ce  and campus u n re s t ,  alm ost 50 p e rcen t responded th a t  more 
government a c t i v i t y  must be a p p lie d , w h ile  a la rg e  segment in d ic a te d  
th a t  h arsh er p e n a lt ie s  and enforcem ent a re  needed.
These r e s u l ts  a re  somewhat s u rp r is in g  in  th e  l ig h t  o f  the 
b e l ie f  o f  some (£ , 1974, pp. 11-12) th a t  s tu d en ts  fee l a lie n a te d  
from th e  governance o f sch o o ls . Y et, i t  i s  acknowledged th a t  th ere  
i s  an " in c reased  t id e  o f  v io len ce  and vandalism  in  the schools (due 
to )  th e  in creased  openness and lack  o f  c o n tro ls  p laced upon young 
people today" ( ^ ,  1975, p. 5 ) .
Whether s p e c i f ic  s ta tu to r y  a u th o r i ty  i s  a v a ila b le  o r n o t, 
"law enforcem ent i s  being c a lle d  upon more and more to  co n tro l the  
e sca la tin g  v io len ce  in  our n a tion" ( ^ ,  1977, p. 3 ) .  Ackerly 
(X, 1969, p . 5) in d ic a te s  th a t  th e re  i s  an " i r r e v e r s ib le  tre n d  . . .
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to  s u b je c t  the  e x e rc ise  o f power and a u th o r i ty  to  leg a l norms," thus 
lead in g  th e  school a d m in is tra to r  to  th e  r e a l iz a t io n  th a t  w ith o u t 
adequate and s p e c i f ic  coverage in  th e  law , ac tio n s  on h is /h e r  p a r t  
in  coping w ith  v io len ce  a re  tenuous a t  b e s t .
I t  i s  acknowledged a lso  th a t  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  and fed e ra l
o f f i c i a l s  a re  a ttem p tin g  to  apply an a p p ro p r ia te  so lu t io n  through
leg a l means (2 , 1974, p. 20; %, 1969, pp. 13, 15). The p o lic e
p o s it io n  made very c le a r  by Brooklyn A s s is ta n t  P o lic e  C h ie f, Ju le s
Sachson (54 , 1977, p. 4 8 ), i s :
I do no t put th e  blame fo r  crim e on d isc r im in a tio n  nor 
on poverty  o r  on T.V. I pu t i t  sq u a re ly  where i t  
be longs, on th e  lack  o f  a d e te r re n t .  These k ids a re  
g e tt in g  more v io le n t  because they know they  can g e t 
away w ith  i t .  We could s to p  i t  tomorrow by p u ttin g  
some o f them away to  s ta y .
Although th i s  op in ion  i s  o v e r-s im p lif ie d  in  i t s  approach , i t  does
imply th e  need to  add a re f in e d  d e f in i t io n  to  t h is  concept o f  coping
through law . B la u v e lt (12 , 1976, pp. 7-9) m ain tains th a t  school
a d m in is tra to rs  o f te n  lo se  s ig h t  o f  th e  p e rsp e c tiv e  from which v io le n c e ,
and e s p e c ia lly  vandalism , must be viewed. He in d ic a te s  th a t  many
a d m in is tra to rs  spend in o rd in a te  amounts o f tim e d ea lin g  w ith  low
co st/lo w  s o c ia l impact problems when they  should be c o n c en tra tin g
on th e  high c o s t/h ig h  so c ia l im pact problem s. Thus, one f in d s  much
le g is la t io n  has been open to  c r i t ic i s m  fo r  i t s  s h o rt- s ig h te d n e s s  in
o ffe r in g  a cu re . To th a t  p o in t,  Brendan Byrne, Chairman o f  th e
National Advisory Committee on Criminal J u s t ic e  Standards and Goals
( ^ ,  1976, p. 83) cau tioned  l e g i s la to r s  n o t to  o v e rr e a c t,  thus
causing p u b lic  sympathy fo r  th e  p ro ta g o n is t  a g a in s t  which th e i r
ac tio n s  a re  d i re c te d .  A case  in  p o in t i s  th e  p u b lic  d i s s a t is f a c t io n
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w ith which Senate R eso lu tion  1440 met and was su bsequen tly  defea ted  
in  th e  F i r s t  S ession  o f  th e  94th Congress. The b i l l  c a lle d  
p rim a rily  fo r  funds fo r  s e c u r i ty  systems and p e rso n n e l. S h a ffe r  
(62 , 1970, p. 88) c i t e s  o th e r  in s ta n c es  where coping w ith  v io len ce  
was handled through emergency l e g i s la t iv e  enactm ents.
The more contem porary thought in c lu d es  s ta tu te s  d ea lin g  w ith  
p a ren ta l r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  ( 54, 1977, p. 19; 1975, p. 4 8 ). O thers
c a ll  fo r  l e g i s la t io n  c a l l in g  fo r  c le a r  g u id e lin es  to  handle ru le  
v io la to rs  ( ^ ,  n .d . ,  p. 10 ), more c le a r ly  s ta te d  s ta tu te s  fo r  th e  
adoption  o f  a p p ro p r ia te  r e g u la tio n s  ( 55 , 1975, p. 1 6 ), s ta tu te s  
a u th o r iz in g  e s tab lish m en t o f  w r i tte n  codes o f  s tu d e n t  behav io r 
( 23, n . d . , p. 2 0 ), s ta tu e s  b e t t e r  d e fin in g  th e  due process r ig h ts  o f  
s tu d e n ts  ( ^ ,  1975, p. 230; 1_, 1969, p. 3 ) ,  and f i n a l ly ,  s ta tu te s  
d ea lin g  w ith  th e  leg a l s ta tu s  o f  a l l  involved  to  a ssu re  th a t  the  
r ig h ts  o f  none a re  v io la te d  ( ^ ,  1972, p . 1 ) .
Summary
In  the  f in a l  a n a ly s is ,  schools have th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  of 
prov id ing  th e  s o c ie ty  w ith a v i t a l l y  im p o rtan t s e rv ic e ;  b u t the  
in s t i t u t i o n  has been su b jec ted  to  th e  in tr u s io n  o f  an u n p a ra lle le d  
lev e l o f v io len ce  which th re a te n s  i t s  very  e x is te n c e  and ad v erse ly  
a f f e c ts  i t s  p o s i t iv e  r o le .  One o f th e  many ways o f  coping w ith 
t h is  s i t u a t io n  i s  seen through the  a p p ro p r ia te  a p p lic a tio n  o f  
s ta tu to r y  p ro v is io n s  th a t  a s s i s t  the  i n s t i t u t i o n  and i t s  c o n s ti tu e n ts  
to  f u l f i l l  th e  need fo r  ed u catio n .
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C hapter 3 
METHODOLOGY 
In tro d u c tio n
This study  was devoted to  an in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  v io le n t  and 
d is ru p t iv e  b ehav io r in  Nevada sc h o o ls . As d escrib ed  in  Chapter 1, 
th e  study was d iv id ed  in to  two components. The f i r s t  component 
focused on the  development o f a p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  
b ehavior p re se n t in  Nevada schools during  th e  1976-77 school y e a r  
as rep o rted  by l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs .  The second component 
ap p lied  the  p r o f i le  o f  the  most im portan t v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  
behaviors to  a search  o f Nevada s ta tu to r y  law fo r  th e  purpose o f  
e s ta b l is h in g  i f  and to  what e x te n t  those  behaviors a re  addressed  
in  th e  law. The f in a l  product o f  t h i s  process was a proposal fo r  
th e  development o f  l e g i s la t io n  designed to  a s s i s t  l in e  school 
a d m in is tra to rs  b e t t e r  cope w ith the  p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p ­
t iv e  behav io r p re se n t in  Nevada sch o o ls .
An Issu e  A ffec tin g  Methodology
P r io r  to  th e  d isc u ss io n  o f the  design  o f  t h is  s tu d y , a b r ie f  
n a r r a t iv e  i s  p resen ted  to  acq u ain t th e  rea d e r  w ith  a f a c to r  a f f e c t in g  
th e  d e te rm in a tio n  o f  th a t  d esig n .
I n i t i a l l y ,  i t  i s  im portan t to  recogn ize  t h a t  th e  stu d y  o f 
v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behav io r in  schoo ls i s  a h ig h ly  s e n s i t iv e  
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is su e  su b je c t  to  much m is in te rp re ta t io n .  As in d ic a te d  in  Chapter 2 , 
v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behav io r in  schools i s  a v i t a l l y  im portant 
is su e  c o n fro n tin g  educato rs today; y e t ,  i t  i s  recognized  th a t  
in h e re n t in  a ttem p ts  to  q u a n tify  the  occurrence o f th ese  behaviors 
in  schools i s  a record  o f in ac c u ra te  re p o r tin g  (78 , 1975, p. 14;
2 ,  1974, p. 8 ) .  Not u n t il  re c e n tly  has th e  issu e  been openly d is ­
cussed and s tu d ie d . The au th o r acknowledged th e  l i a b i l i t i e s  
accompanying a ttem p ts  to  q u a n tify  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behavior 
p rese n t in  Nevada schools and th e re fo re  employed a l e s s  o b tru s iv e  
method o f  id e n tify in g  im portan t b eh av io rs . I t  was hoped th a t  by 
narrowing th e  spectrum  o f v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behaviors p rese n t in  
Nevada schoo ls to  a p r o f i le  o f  the  most im portan t b eh av io rs , subse­
quent a ttem pts to  q u a n tify  t h e i r  incidence  might meet w ith g re a te r  
su ccess .
Component 1: P ro f i le  o f  V io len t and D isru p tiv e
Behavior Occurring in  Nevada Schools
T ech n ique /Instrum enta tion
A search  was made o f  re la te d  l i t e r a t u r e  to  id e n t i fy  prev ious 
e f f o r ts  to  d e sc r ib e  v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behaviors in  th e  n a t io n 's  
sch o o ls . A composite o f  th o se  behaviors was assembled and is  
d isp lay ed  in  Table 6 o f  Chapter 2. With th e  excep tion  o f " teach e r 
b o y c o tts ,"  each o f  th e  behaviors was in co rp o ra ted  in to  a l i s t i n g  o f  
40 behaviors (see  Appendix B) fo r  use in  th is  s tu d y . Each o f the  
behaviors was then  screened fo r  accu ra te  leg a l d e s c r ip t io n ,  using 
B lack 's  Law D ic tio n a ry  (11, 1968).
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A q u e s tio n n a ire  was then assembled fo r  purposes o f  p i lo t  
te s t in g -  In form at, the  q u e s tio n n a ire  resem bled what Stephenson 
(74 , 1953) re fe r re d  to  as a Q -Sort. Several im portan t q u a l i t ie s  
were cap tu red  through th e  use o f th is  c o n fig u ra tio n . F i r s t ,  the 
form at p resen ts  responden ts, who a re  inundated w ith q u e s tio n n a ire s  
during the  course o f  a school y e a r ,  w ith a unique in stru m en t, 
req u ir in g  something o th e r  than response on a L ik e rt s c a le .  I t  was 
hoped th a t  no t only a high p a r t ic ip a t io n  m ight take  p la c e , bu t a lso  
more ca re fu l c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  each item  m ight r e s u l t .  Second, th e  
Q -so rt c o n fig u ra tio n , through fo rced  choice in to  a normal d i s t r ib u ­
t io n ,  req u ired  th e  respondent to  make d ec is io n s  by focusing  on each 
item  and comparing them w ith  th e  o th er item s in  th e  a rra y  (75 ,^ 1971, 
p. 5 ) . The a l t e rn a t iv e  is  sim ply ranking the  item s, which would be 
d i f f i c u l t  a t  b e s t ,  w ith  an a rra y  o f 40 item s (42 , 1973, p. 592).
The in s t ru c t io n  sh e e t was adapted (w ith  th e  a u th o r 's  
perm ission) from one used by Dr. Donald F. Smith o f  Ball S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity . The in stru m en t, includ ing  a fac s im ile  o f  th e  Q -so rt 
deck, i s  contained  in  Appendix B.
P i lo t in g  o f the  instrum ent was accom plished using deans o f  
s tu d en ts  ( d is c ip l in a r ia n s )  in  th e  C lark County School D i s t r i c t  in  
Las Vegas, Nevada. A to ta l  o f  22 (61%) o f  th e  deans responded to  
the  p i lo t  s tu d y . T heir recommendations were in co rp o ra ted  in to  a 
re v is io n  o f  the  in s t ru c t io n  sh e e t and c la r i f i c a t io n  of th e  explana­
t io n  provided fo r  sev era l o f the  beh av io rs .
Between May 20 and June 15 o f  1977, th e  in strum en t was 
m ailed to  th e  p o p u latio n , and re tu rn  c u t-o f f  d a te  was s e t  fo r
R eprodu ced  with perm ission  o f  th e copyright o w n e r  Further reproduction prohibited w ithout perm ission .
51
August 15, 1977. W ithout ex cep tio n , com plete c o n f id e n tia l i ty  was 
m aintained on a l l  responses.
Population
Using th e  Nevada Educational D irec to ry , 1976-77, prepared by 
th e  Nevada S ta te  Department o f  E ducation, each p r in c ip a l and 
a s s i s ta n t  p r in c ip a l in  pu b lic  schools was id e n t i f i e d  and grouped 
according to  Table 7. Each respondent was a lso  id e n t i f i e d  as 
belonging to  a p rim a rily  ru ra l  o r urban p o p u la tio n , based upon the  
popu lation  demographics o f  t h e i r  immediate v i c in i ty .  For th e  sake 
o f  space in  subsequent ta b le  d e sc r ip to rs  and in  compliance w ith 
computer l im ita t io n s ,  s i x - l e t t e r  acronyms f o r  each group have been 
u t i l i z e d .  Table 8 d isp lay s  the  p opu lation  s iz e  by group.
Treatm ent
This s tudy was d e s c r ip tiv e  in  n a tu re  and th e re fo re ,  s t a t i s t i ­
cal a n a ly s is  was lim ite d  to  a sy stem atic  d e s c r ip tio n  o f the  responses 
o f  the  l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs .
Each behavior was ranked according  to  i t s  mean lev e l o f  
d is ru p tio n s  a c ro ss  the  e n ti r e  p o p u la tio n . D isru p tio n  sco res  were 
assigned  by in d iv id u a l respondents as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  o rd erin g  o f 
th e  Q-deck in to  th e  forced  normal d i s t r ib u t io n .  The l e a s t  d is ru p tiv e  
behaviors rece ived  d is ru p tio n  scores o f  one ( 1 ) ,  w hile  th o se  behaviors 
rep o rted  as most d is ru p tiv e  were assigned  a d is ru p tio n  lev e l o f 
n ine (9 ) ,  e tc .
The Nevada p r o f i le  r e l ie d  t o t a l l y  on th e  mean responses 
acro ss  th e  to ta l  p o p u la tio n , a lth o u g h , fo r  th e  purposes o f more
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T able 7 . Make-Up Sample by D e sc r ip to r
Group # D esc rip to r Make-Up
1 SUPALL* All ru ra l  and urban su p e rin te n d e n ts
2 ELERUR Rural elem entary  p r in c ip a ls  and a s s i s ta n t  
p r in c ip a ls
3 ELEURB Urban elem entary  p r in c ip a ls  and a s s i s ta n t  
p r in c ip a ls
4 SECRUR Rural secondary p r in c ip a ls  and a s s i s ta n t  
p r in c ip a ls
5 SECURB Urban secondary p r in c ip a ls  and a s s i s ta n t  
p r in c ip a ls
6 ELEALL All urban and ru ra l  e lem entary  p r in c ip a ls  
and a s s i s ta n t  p r in c ip a ls
7 SECALL All urban and ru ra l  secondary p r in c ip a ls  
and a s s i s ta n t  p r in c ip a ls
8 RURALL All ru ra l  secondary and elem entary  
p r in c ip a ls  and a s s i s ta n t  p r in c ip a ls  
and su p e rin te n d e n ts
9 URBALL All urban secondary and elem entary  
p r in c ip a ls  and a s s i s ta n t  p r in c ip a ls  
and su p e rin te n d e n ts
10 ALLALL** All urban and ru ra l  p r in c ip a ls  and 
a s s i s ta n t  p r in c ip a ls  and a l l  s u p e rin ­
ten d en ts
*No in d iv id u a l rep o r t in g  o f  su p e rin te n d e n ts  i s  p rov ided , 
a lthough da ta  a re  included  on a l l  ta b le s .
**ALLALL grouping i s  made fo r  s t a t i s t i c a l  purposes o n ly .
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T able 8 . Sample S iz e  by A d m in istra to r  Group and C o n fig u ra tio n
Group # D e sc rip to r Urban/n= R ural/n= T otal
Su p erin ten d en t 3 14 17
P rin c ip a l 221 63 284
1 SUPALL 3 14 17
2 ELERUR - 29 29
3 ELEURB 103 - 103
4 SECRUR - 34 34
5 SECURB 118 - 118
6 ELEALL 103 29 132
7 SECALL 118 34 152
8 RURALL - 77 77
9 URBALL 224 - 224
10 ALLALL 224 77 301
1 V.  7 SUPALL V.  SECALL - - 17 V.  152
1 V.  6 SUPALL V.  ELEALL - - 17 V.  132
7 V.  6 SECALL V.  ELEALL - - 152 V.  132
5 V.  4 SECURB V.  SECRUR - - 118 V.  34
3 V.  2 ELEURB V.  ELERUR - - 103 V .  29
9 V.  8 URBALL V.  RURALL - - 224 V.  77
5 V.  3 SECURB V.  ELEURB - - 118 V.  103
4 V.  2 SECRUR V.  ELERUR _ 34 V.  29
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c le a r ly  d e fin in g  the  p r o f i le  accord ing  to  assignm ent lev e l o f  the  
a d m in is tra to r  and th e  general p opu lation  id e n t i ty  o f  the  surrounding 
a re a , fu r th e r  a n a ly s is  was a p p lie d . The pooled v arian ce  t-m o d el, as 
describ ed  by Popham ( ^ ,  1967, pp. 144-48), was u t i l iz e d  to  determ ine 
i f  s ig n i f ic a n t  in tra -g ro u p  d iffe re n c e  in  mean group responses 
occurred .
Xi  -  X2
t  =
A
( e x î_ L M ]  /_L * a \  
\ ni+nz-2 I  Ini n T j
The s e le c t io n  o f the  pooled v arian ce  t-model was based upon two 
c r i t e r i a  when ap p lied  to  th e  d a ta  generated  by th is  s tu d y .
1. ni^nz
2. s ? = s |
R eferring  to  Table 8 , i t  i s  seen th a t  th e  group s iz e s  a re  no t e q u a l, 
thus complying w ith C r i te r io n  1. Homogeneity o f  v a ria n c e s . C r i te r io n  




F = th e  value by which variance  homogeneity w il l  be te s te d
Sg = the  g re a te r  ( la rg e r )  v arian ce
s |  = th e  l e s s e r  (sm a lle r)  v a rian ce
Computer programming was b u i l t  to  apply the  a p p ro p r ia te  trea tm en t 
form ula fo r  s ig n if ic a n c e  t e s t in g ,  but F - ra t io s  in  each case in d ic a te d
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homogeneity o f  popu lation  v a ria n c es .
All c a lc u la t io n  was handled through the  use o f  computer 
a n a ly s is ,  when p o ss ib le ,  to  reduce e r r o r  in h e re n t in  h a n d -c a lcu la tio n . 
S ig n ific a n c e  was determ ined to e x is t  a t  the  .05 lev e l o f  confidence 
o r b e t t e r .
Careful a t te n tio n  was paid  to  the  e r r o r  f a c to r  which 
n a tu ra lly  occurs in  any trea tm en t o f  d a ta .  The fo llow ing  p recau tio n s  
were in co rp o ra ted  in to  the  trea tm en t d esign :
1. Confusing, un c lea r an d /o r d u p lic a te d  e n tr ie s  on 
response cards were tre a te d  as om its.
2. Assembly o f Q-decks was l a t e r  au d ited  and found to  
co n ta in  one e r ro r  in  50 randomly s e le c te d  sample 
decks. The e r r o r  was two o f  the  same cards were 
found in  a s in g le  deck, r e s u l t in g  in  a 2 p e rcen t 
e r r o r  f a c to r  in  assembly o f decks co n ta in in g  a 
t o ta l  o f  2,450 in d iv id u a l c a rd s .
3. "Key punching" o f d a ta  was conducted by th e  au th o r 
only through th e  use o f  te rm in a l- to -d is k  s to ra g e  
o p e ra tio n . L a te r , au d itin g  o f  hard-copy p r in to u ts  
o f  th a t  o p e ra tio n  checking th e  f i r s t  100 response 
cards showed one (1) e r ro r  o r  a 0.025 p e rcen t in  
the  4,000 e n tr i e s .  That e r r o r  was c o rre c te d  p r io r  
to  trea tm en t.
4 . All hand-posted d a ta  were au d ited  and showed a 
le s s  than  2 p e rcen t e r ro r  f a c to r .  All hand- 
c a lc u la t io n s  used were checked fo r  accuracy .
Note was made o f  th e  e n try  space provided on the  response card 
(see  Appendix B) fo r  frequency o f  c o n ta c t w ith each behav io r during  
th e  1976-77 school y e a r .  This in fo rm ation  was req u ested  to  e s ta b l is h  
i f  th e re  e x is te d  a neg a tiv e  c o r r e la t io n  between the  r e l a t i v e  d is ru p ­
t iv e n e ss  o f  any of th e  behaviors and the frequency with which they  
were rep o r ted  to  have occurred . For purposes o f th is  t e s t ,  a 
Spearman Rho was ap p lied  (J£ , 1968, pp. 156-59) to  th e  ranked mean
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d is ru p tio n  scores and ranked mean frequency scores fo r  each b ehav io r. 
The r e s u l t  o f  th a t  trea tm en t was a h ig h ly  s ig n i f ic a n t  (p<.01) 
c o r r e la t io n  (Rho = + 0 .96); th u s , th e  re p o r tin g  o f  th ese  d a ta  was 
negated.
Component 2: S ta tu to ry  A nalysis
The an a ly s is  o f  s ta tu to r y  law had two dimensions to  i t .
F i r s t ,  the  dimension o f h i s to r ic a l  o r ig in s  o f  Nevada law was in v e s t i ­
g a ted . Second, the  s ta tu s  o f  the  p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  
behaviors was ap p lied  to  th e  p resen t Nevada law . W ithout f i r s t  
e s ta b lis h in g  the "tone and favor" w ith  which Nevada law was e s ta b ­
l is h e d ,  one cannot adequately  address a re p o r t  on the  tre a tm e n t o f  
any component w ith in  th e  law.
The process o f  l e g i s la t iv e  a n a ly s is  was conducted, using 
g u id e lin es  from Remmlein and Ware (60, 1970, pp. 345-69) and S ta tsk y  
(73, 1975). P r im a rily , th is  req u ired  s te p -b y -s te p  review o f  s ta tu te  
and c a re fu l "shepard izing" t h e i r  p ro v is io n s . P r im a rily , reso u rces  
were P a c if ic  R eports , Nevada R ep o rts , and the  Nevada D ig e s t. Report­
ing o f  r e s u l ts  i s  included  in  Chapter 4.
Summary
C hapter 3 was devoted to  an ex p lan a tio n  o f the  methodology 
employed in  t h is  stu d y . The study progressed  from th e  de te rm in a tio n  
o f  the  Nevada p r o f i le  to  th e  a p p lic a tio n  o f  t h a t  p r o f i le  to  th e  review 
o f  Nevada s ta tu to ry  law. F in a lly , th is  s tudy  proposed, w ith in  the  
confines o f  the  s ta te d  l im ita t io n s ,  a s e r ie s  o f  sug g estio n s  fo r
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a d ju s t in g  Nevada law to  a s s i s t  school a d m in is tra to rs  in  b e t te r  coping 
w ith  t h i s  im portan t is s u e .
Chapter 4 rep o rted  th e  f in d in g s  o f th e  a p p lic a tio n  o f t h is  
m ethodology, th u s  forming the  foundation  upon which th e  conclusions 
and recommendations in  Chapter 5 were based.
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C hapter 4 
REPORT OF FINDINGS 
In tro d u c tio n
The f in d in g s  o f  t h is  s tudy  a re  rep o r ted  in  Chapter 4 , w ith 
d isc u ss io n  a t  th e  end o f th e  two m ajor su b d iv is io n s  o f th e  c h a p te r .
The f i r s t  s e c t io n  o f  Chapter 4 i s  devoted to  a r e p o r t  o f th e  
r e s u l t s  o f  the  q u e s tio n n a ire  se n t  to  Nevada l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs  
during  th e  summer o f  1977. The 20 behaviors w ith  h ig h es t mean 
d is ru p t io n  le v e ls  a re  d isc u sse d , and a p r o f i le  o f the  most im portan t 
v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behaviors i s  compiled a t  th e  co nclusion  o f 
the  s e c t io n .
In the  second se c tio n  o f  Chapter 4 a re  rep o rted  th e  r e s u l ts  
o f  th e  a p p lic a tio n  o f the  nine (9) most im p o rtan t behav io rs in  the  
Nevada p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  b ehav io r to  Nevada s ta tu to r y  
law. This a n a ly s is  i s  rep o rted  by b eh av io r, and a summary i s  o ffe re d  
a t  th e  com pletion o f the  c h a p te r .
P r o f i le  o f  V io len t and D is ru p tiv e  Behavior 
O ccurring in  Nevada Schools
The survey in stru m en t was responded to  by a t o ta l  o f  202 
(67.1%) o f  th e  301 a d m in is tra to rs  id e n t i f i e d  to  p a r t i c ip a te .  Of 
th o se , 188 (62.5%) were found to  be u sa b le . Table 9 d isp la y s  th e  
breakdown o f th o se  r e tu r n s .
58
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T able 9 . Returns to  P r o f i le  Component Survey
Number Number Number Number
Group*_______ Sent_______ Returned [%)______ Usable (%)
SUPALL 17 11 (64 .7) 9 (52 .9 ) 2 (11 .8 )
ELERUR 29 23 (79 .3) 21 (72 .4 ) 2 (6 .9 )
ELEURB 103 63 (61 .2 ) 57 (55 .3 ) 6 (5 .8 )
SECRUR 34 23 (67 .6) 22 (64 .7 ) 1 (2 .9 )
SECURB 118 82 (69 .5 ) 79 (67 .0 ) 3 (2 .5 )
ELEALL 132 86 (65 .2 ) 78 (59 .1) 8 (6 .1 )
SECALL 152 105 (69 .1 ) 101 (66 .5) 4 (2 .6 )
RURALL 77 55 (71 .4) 50 (64 .9) 5 (6 .5 )
URBALL 224 147 (65 .6) 138 (61 .6 ) 9 (4 .0 )
ALLALL 301 202 (67 .1)** 188 (62 .5 ) 14 (4 .7 )
*See Chapter 3 , Table 7 fo r  make-up o f  groups.
**Three responses f a i l e d  to  f i t  any o f  th e  groupings because 
they  were from a d m in is tra to rs  in  K-12 o r K-8 sc h o o ls ; 6 responses 
were rec e iv ed  a f t e r  trea tm en t was com pleted.
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On Table 10 a re  d isp lay ed  th e  mean d is ru p tio n  scores across 
a l l  respondents fo r  each behavior according to  t h e i r  re sp e c tiv e  rank 
( r e f e r  to  Appendix A fo r  th e  d isp lay  o f mean d is ru p tio n  sco res  by 
respondent group). In a d d it io n , the  r e s u l ts  o f  s ig n if ic a n c e  te s t in g  
ap p lied  to  each co n fig u ra tio n  a re  rep o rted  on Table 10.
Rank #1: T ard iness (Behavior #40) was ranked as the  most 
d is ru p tiv e  behavior (x=7.82) p rese n t in  the  schools o f  Nevada during 
th e  1976-77 school y e a r .  S ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n c e  was determ ined to  
have occurred  between th e  fo llow ing groups;
1. Rural a d m in is tra to rs ,  in  p a r t i c u la r ,  ru ra l  secondary 
a d m in is tra to rs ,  found i t  more d is ru p tiv e  than  th e i r  
urban c o u n te rp a rts .
2. Secondary a d m in is tra to rs  from both ru ra l and urban 
s e t t in g s  found i t  s ig n i f ic a n tly  more d is ru p tiv e  than 
d id elem entary urban and ru ra l a d m in is t r a to r s .
Summary. T ard iness was the  most d is ru p tiv e  behav io r in  a l l
Nevada schools and was d is ru p t iv e  in  secondary sc h o o ls , e s p e c ia lly
those in  a ru ra l s e t t in g .
Rank #2: Truancy/C lass C u tting  (Behavior #11) was ranked as
th e  second most d is ru p tiv e  behavior (x=7.77) p re se n t in  Nevada sch o o ls .
S ig n if ic a n t  d i ffe re n c e  was determined to  e x is t  in  th e  fo llow ing  groups:
1. Secondary a d m in is tra to rs  rep o rted  th a t  th e  behav io r was 
h ig h ly  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  (t=+8.76; p<.001) more d is ru p tiv e  
than d id  elem entary  a d m in is tra to rs .
2. A h igh ly  s ig n i f ic a n t  d iffe re n c e  between urban secondary 
and elem entary p r in c ip a ls  and th e  lower y e t  s ig n i f ic a n t  
d i ffe re n c e  between secondary and elem entary p r in c ip a ls  
in  ru ra l s e t t in g s  was a lso  determined to  e x i s t .  The 
r e la t io n s h ip  was fu r th e r  defined  by th e  s ig n i f ic a n t  
d iffe re n c e  between ru ra l and urban elem entary p r in c ip a ls .
Summary. T ru an cy /c lass  c u tt in g  was rep o rted  as h igh ly
d is ru p tiv e  behavior in  Nevada sc h o o ls , p a r t i c u la r ly  secondary schoo ls
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and most im p o rta n tly , in  urban secondary sch o o ls .
Rank #3: Classroom D isrup tion  (Behavior #28) was ranked as
being the  th ir d  most d is ru p tiv e  and v io le n t  b ehav io r o ccu rrin g  in  
Nevada schools (x= 7.62). S ig n if ic a n t  d if fe re n c e  was determ ined to  
e x is t  between the  fo llow ing groups:
1. Elementary p r in c ip a ls  found th e  behavior to  be more d i s ­
ru p tiv e  than  did secondary p r in c ip a ls .
2. This r e la t io n s h ip  was p rim a rily  due to  th e  s ig n i f ic a n t  
d iffe re n c e  evidenced between urban elem entary and urban 
secondary p r in c ip a ls .
Summary. Classroom d is ru p tio n  was rep o rted  as a h ig h ly  
d is ru p t iv e  b eh av io r, p a r t i c u la r ly  to  th e  urban elem entary  sch o o l.
Rank #4: P rofanity /O bscene Language/Verbal Abuse (Behavior
#17) was ranked as a h ig h ly  d is ru p t iv e  behavior o ccu rrin g  in  schools 
in  Nevada (x=7.18) during th e  1976-77 school y e a r.  S ig n if ic a n t  
d if fe re n c e s  were determ ined to  have e x is te d  between th e  fo llow ing 
groups:
1. Elementary p r in c ip a ls  found th is  behavior to  be more 
d is ru p t iv e  than  secondary p r in c ip a ls .
2. The s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  between elem entary  and 
secondary schools was p rim arily  a t t r ib u t e d  to  the  
s tre n g th  o f  urban elem entary p r in c ip a l s ' re sp o n ses .
Summary. P ro fan ity /o b scen e  language/and verbal abuse were
rep o rted  to  be a h ig h ly  d is ru p t iv e  b eh av io r, e s p e c ia l ly  to  the
elem entary school o p e ra tio n  and most s p e c i f ic a l l y ,  to  th e  urban
elem entary sch o o l.
Rank #5: Insubord in atio n /D iso b ed ien ce  Toward School O f f ic ia l
(Behavior #33) was determ ined to  be a h ig h ly  d is ru p tiv e  (x=7.08)
v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behav io r occu rrin g  in  Nevada sc h o o ls . No
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s ig n i f ic a n t  d iffe re n c e s  were in d ic a te d  between the  responden ts.
Summary. In su b o rd in a tio n /d iso b ed ien ce  toward school o f f i c ia l s  
was rep o rted  as an im portan t v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behavior by a l l  
respondent groups, w ith no s ig n i f ic a n t  d ev ia tio n  from th a t  p o s itio n  
by any o f  the  re p o r tin g  groups, reg a rd le s s  o f  lev e l o r population  
s e t t in g  fo r  respondent groups.
Rank #6: S tealin g /L arcen y  o f S tudent P roperty  (Behavior #7)
was ranked as th e  s ix th  most v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behavior p resen t 
during th e  1976-77 school y e a r.  Note i s  made o f  the  drop in  mean 
d is ru p tio n  sco re  between th e  number 5 and 6 rank o f  7 .07 and 6 .6 5 , 
re s p e c tiv e ly .  S ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n c e  was determ ined to  e x is t  between 
th e  fo llow ing  groups:
1. Secondary p r in c ip a ls  found the  behav io r to  be more 
d is ru p tiv e  than d id  elem entary p r in c ip a ls .  This 
r e la t io n s h ip  was somewhat le s s  d i s t i n c t  in  ru ra l 
s e t t in g s  than  in  urban secondary sch o o ls .
2 . S ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n c e  was a lso  noted between urban 
secondary p r in c ip a ls  and urban elem entary p r in c ip a ls .
No s im ila r  tren d  was noted in  ru ra l sch o o ls .
Summary. S te a l in g /la rc e n y  o f  s tu d e n t p ro p erty  was determined
to  be an im portan t v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behavior in  Nevada schools
during  th e  1976-77 school y e a r; p a r t i c u la r ly  in  secondary sc h o o ls ,
with an emphasis on urban secondary sch o o ls .
Rank #7: A ssau lt an d /o r B a tte ry  o f S tuden t (Behavior #26)
was ranked as th e  seventh most im portan t v io le n t  and d isru p tiv e
behavior o ccu rrin g  in  Nevada sch o o ls , w ith a mean d is ru p tio n  lev e l o f
6 .5 5 . Six o f  e ig h t  o f  the  basic  co n fig u ra tio n s  showed s ig n i f ic a n t
d if fe re n c e  between groups:
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1. A h ig h ly  s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f fe re n c e  (p<.001) was noted 
between urban and ru ra l resp o n d en ts. This tren d  was 
fu r th e r  supported  by th e  d iffe re n c e s  e x is t in g  between 
urban and ru ra l secondary a d m in is tra to rs .  A s im ila r  
re la tio n s h ip  i s  a lso  noted fo r  urban and ru ra l 
elem entary a d m in is tra to rs .
2. Responses o f  a l l  secondary and elem entary a d m in is tra to rs  
in d ic a te d  th a t  e lem entary  ad m in is tra to rs  found th is  
behavior s ig n i f ic a n t ly  more d is ru p tiv e  than  d id 
secondary a d m in is tra to rs ,  although when the  sco res  o f  
the  two were compared based on urban and ru ra l  s e t t in g s ,  
only urban secondary and elem entary a d m in is tra to rs  
showed s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f fe re n c e  in  t h e i r  resp o n ses .
Summary. A ssau lt an d /o r b a tte ry  o f  s tu d e n ts  rep re se n te d  an
im portant v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behavior in  Nevada sc h o o ls . In
g e n e ra l, elem entary p r in c ip a ls  found i t  more d is ru p tiv e  than  d id
secondary school p r in c ip a ls ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  those  in  an urban s e t t in g .
Rank #8: School P roperty  D estru c tio n  (Behavior #20) was
ranked as th e  e ig h th  most im portan t v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behavior
occu rrin g  in  Nevada schools w ith  a mean d is ru p tio n  lev e l o f  6 .52 .
No s ig n i f ic a n t  d i ffe re n c e s  were noted between responding groups.
Summary. School p ro p erty  d e s tru c tio n  was an im portan t
v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behav io r in  Nevada schools during  the  1976-77
school y e a r ,  w ith general agreem ent noted between a l l  resp o n d en ts.
Rank #9: School Bus D isru p tio n  (Behavior #31) was ranked as
th e  n in th  most im portan t v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behavior o ccu rrin g  in
Nevada sch o o ls , w ith a mean d is ru p tio n  sco re  o f  6 .4 7 . S ig n if ic a n t
d iffe re n c e s  were determ ined to  e x is t  between th e  fo llow ing  groups:
1. Elementary p r in c ip a ls  rep o rted  th is  behavior to  be 
s ig n i f ic a n t ly  more d is ru p tiv e  than did secondary 
school p r in c ip a ls .  This tren d  was p a r t ic u la r ly  
noted between urban secondary and elem entary 
p r in c ip a ls ,  a lthough th e i r  ru ra l co u n te rp a rts  d id  not 
show s ig n i f ic a n t  d iffe re n c e s  in  t h e i r  resp o n ses .
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2. When a l l  urban and a l l  ru ra l  a d m in is tra tio n s  were 
compared, s ig n i f ic a n t  d if fe re n c e s  were noted in  t h a t  
ru ra l  a d m in is tra to rs  found th e  behavior s ig n i f ic a n t ly  
more d is ru p tiv e  than d id  urban a d m in is tra to rs .
3. This r e la t io n s h ip  was fu r th e r  d efin ed  in  th a t  s i g n i f i ­
ca n t d i f fe re n c e  was noted to  have occurred  between 
urban and ru ra l secondary a d m in is tr a to r s ,  w ith  ru ra l  
p r in c ip a ls  rep o r tin g  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  h ig h er le v e ls  o f  
d is ru p t io n .
Summary. School bus d is ru p tio n  ranks as th e  n in th  most 
d is ru p t iv e  behavior c o n fro n tin g  Nevada schoo ls during  th e  1976-77 
school y e a r .  The behavior was s ig n i f ic a n t ly  more d is ru p t iv e  in  
e lem entary  schoo ls than in  secondary sc h o o ls . Both urban and ru ra l 
elem entary  school p r in c ip a ls  ra te d  th is  behav io r more d is ru p t iv e  
than  th e i r  secondary c o u n te rp a r ts . In  a d d it io n ,  ru ra l  secondary 
ad m in is tra to rs  found th is  behavior s ig n i f ic a n t ly  more d is ru p tiv e  
than urban secondary p r in c ip a ls .
Rank #10: L o ite rin g /T re sp a ss  on Campus (Behavior #27) was
ranked as the  te n th  most v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  b eh av io r. Note is  
made o f th e  drop in  mean lev e l o f  d is ru p t io n  between Rank #9 and 
#10 o f 6 .47  and 6 .0 0 , re s p e c tiv e ly .  S ig n if ic a n t  d if fe re n c e s  were 
found to  e x i s t  in  th e  fo llow ing  groups:
1 . Urban a d m in is tra to rs  found th is  behav io r to  be s i g n i f i ­
c a n tly  more d is ru p tiv e  than d id  ru ra l  a d m in is t r a to r s .
2 . The d iffe re n c e  noted above was f u r th e r  d efin ed  by th e  
s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f fe re n c e  found to  e x i s t  between urban 
and ru ra l  elem entary p r in c ip a ls .
Summary. L o i te r in g / tr e s p a s s  on campus was determ ined to  be an 
im portan t v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behav io r in  Nevada schoo ls du ring  the  
1976-77 school y e a r.  The behavior was e s ta b lis h e d  to  be s ig n i f ic a n t ly  
more d is ru p t iv e  in  urban schoo ls than  in  ru ra l  s c h o o ls , p a r t i c u l a r ly
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urban elem entary  sch o o ls .
Rank #11: Smoking (B ehavior #19) was ranked as the  e lev en th
most d is ru p tiv e  b eh av io r, w ith  a mean d is ru p tio n  lev e l o f  5 .9 3 . 
S ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n c e s  in  responden t groups was determ ined to  e x i s t  
between th e  fo llow ing  groups:
1. H ighly s ig n i f ic a n t  d if fe re n c e s  (p<.01) e x is te d  between 
secondary and e lem entary  p r in c ip a l s ,  w ith  secondary 
p r in c ip a ls  re p o r t in g  th a t  th e  behav io r caused more 
d is ru p t io n .
2. F u rth e r d e fin in g  th is  d i s ru p t io n ,  secondary urban 
p r in c ip a ls  in d ic a te d  t h a t  the  behav io r was h ig h ly  
s ig n i f ic a n t ly  (p < .01) more d is ru p t iv e  than d id  urban 
elem entary  p r in c ip a l s .  This same r e la t io n s h ip  e x is te d  
between t h e i r  c o u n te rp a rts  in  ru ra l  sc h o o ls ,  b u t to  a 
somewhat le s s  s ig n i f ic a n t  r e la t io n s h ip .
3. Rural a d m in is tra to rs  rep o rted  the  b ehav io r to  be 
s ig n i f ic a n t ly  more d is ru p t iv e  than d id  urban adm inis­
t r a to r s  .
Summary. Smoking was found to  be the  e lev en th  most im portan t 
v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  b eh av io r o ccu rrin g  in  Nevada s c h o o ls . The 
secondary schools p r in c ip a l s ,  both ru ra l and urban , rep o r ted  th e  
b ehav io r to  be a more d is ru p t iv e  in flu e n ce  on t h e i r  campuses than  did  
elem entary  p r in c ip a l s .  Rural a d m in is tra to rs  rep o r ted  th a t  the 
behav io r p resen ted  t h e i r  schoo ls w ith  a h ig h er le v e l  o f  d is ru p tio n  
than  d id  urban a d m in is tra to rs .
Rank #12: S te a lin g /L a rc en y  o f  School P ro p e rty  (Behavior #30) 
ranked as th e  tw e lf th  most d is ru p t iv e  behav io r p re se n t in  Nevada 
sc h o o ls . With one e x c ep tio n , a l l  groups responded in  a s im ila r  
manner, w ith  a mean lev e l o f  d isru p tio n  o f  5 .8 9 . Rural a d m in is tra to rs  
rep o rted  t h a t  th e  behav io r was s ig n i f ic a n t ly  ( j u s t  a t  .05 le v e l )  more 
d is ru p t iv e  than d id urban a d m in is t r a to r s .
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Summary. S te a lin g /la rc e n y  o f  school p ro p erty  was e s ta b lis h e d  to  
be an im portan t v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behavior by a l l  resp o n d en ts, w ith  
a more d is ru p t iv e  in flu e n ce  on ru ra l  schoo ls than on urban sch o o ls .
Rank #13: Cheating (Behavior #1) was ranked as th e  th i r te e n th
most im p o rtan t v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behav io r w ith  a mean d is ru p tio n  
lev e l o f  5 .87 . The fo llow ing  groups in d ic a te d  s ig n i f ic a n t  d i ffe re n c e s  
in  t h e i r  resp o n ses:
1. Rural a d m in is tra to rs  rep o rted  th e  behav io r to  be s ig n i f i ­
c a n tly  more d is ru p t iv e  than  urban a d m in is tra to rs .  This
tre n d  was shown a t  both e lem entary and secondary le v e ls .
2 . Elem entary p r in c ip a ls  found th i s  behav io r s ig n i f ic a n t ly  
more d is ru p t iv e  than  secondary p r in c ip a ls  in  both urban 
and ru ra l  s e t t in g s .
Summary. Cheating was e s ta b lis h e d  to  be an im portan t v io le n t  
and d is ru p t iv e  beh av io r, p a r t i c u l a r ly  in  ru ra l  s c h o o ls , b u t a lso  s ig n i ­
f ic a n t ly  more d is ru p t iv e  in  both urban and ru ra l  elem entary  schoo ls.
Rank #14: Window Glass Breakage (B ehavior #35) was ranked as 
th e  fo u rte e n th  most d is ru p t iv e  b eh av io r, w ith  a mean d is ru p tio n  lev e l 
o f  5 .71 . S ig n if ic a n t  d if fe re n c e s  were e s ta b lis h e d  to  e x is t  in  th e  
fo llo w in g  groups:
1. Rural school a d m in is tra to rs  rep o r ted  a s ig n i f ic a n t ly
h ig h er lev e l o f  d is ru p tio n  due to  t h i s  behavior than
d id  urban a d m in is tra to rs .
2. In  g e n e ra l ,  e lem entary  a d m in is tra to rs  in d ic a te d  th a t  t h i s  
behav io r was s ig n i f ic a n t ly  more d is ru p t iv e  than  d id  sec ­
ondary a d m in is tra to rs ,  supported  by elem entary  urban 
a d m in is tra to rs  showed a s ig n i f ic a n t ly  h ig h er d is ru p tio n  
lev e l caused by th i s  behavior than  d id  secondary urban 
a d m in is tra to rs .
Summary. Window g la s s  breakage was e s ta b lis h e d  to  be an impor­
t a n t  v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behav io r w ith  a s ig n i f ic a n t ly  more d i s ­
ru p tiv e  impact on elem entary  schoo ls than  in  secondary schools and
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s ig n i f ic a n t ly  more d is ru p tiv e  in  ru ra l  schools than in  urban schoo ls.
Rank #15: S tealin g /L a rcen y  o f S ta f f  Members' P roperty
(Behavior #21) ranked number f i f t e e n  o f th e  most d is ru p tiv e  v io le n t  
and d is ru p tiv e  beh av io rs , w ith a mean lev e l o f  d is ru p tio n  o f 5 .52. 
S ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n c e s  were determ ined to  e x is t  between th e  
fo llow ing  groups:
1. Elementary p r in c ip a ls  found th e  behavior to  be s i g n i f i ­
c a n tly  more d is ru p t iv e  than did secondary p r in c ip a ls .
2. Both e lem entary urban and ru ra l  p r in c ip a ls  rep o rted  a 
s ig n i f ic a n t ly  h igher lev e l o f  d isru p tio n  than  d id  t h e i r  
co u n te rp a rts  in  secondary sch o o ls .
Summary. S te a l in g /la rc e n y  o f  s t a f f  members' p ro p erty  was 
e s ta b lis h e d  to  be an im portan t v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behavior 
o ccu rrin g  in  Nevada schoo ls p a r t i c u la r ly  in  both ru ra l  and urban 
elem entary schoo ls.
Rank #16: E x to rtio n  (Behavior #23) was ranked as  th e  s ix ­
tee n th  most im portan t v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  b ehav io r, w ith a mean 
lev e l o f  d is ru p tio n  o f 5 .48 . S ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n c e s  were determ ined 
to  e x is t  between th e  fo llow ing groups:
1. Urban a d m in is tra to rs  rep o rted  t h a t  t h i s  behavior was
s ig n i f ic a n tly  more d is ru p tiv e  than  d id  ru ra l  adm inis­
t r a t io n s .  Both e lem entary and secondary urban 
a d m in is tra to rs  rep o rted  a s ig n i f ic a n t ly  h igher lev e l 
o f  d is ru p tio n  than  t h e i r  ru ra l c o u n te rp a rts .
2. Elementary p r in c ip a ls  in  both ru ra l  and urban s e t t in g s
rep o rted  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  h igher le v e ls  o f d is ru p tio n  due
to  t h i s  behavior than d id  t h e i r  secondary c o u n te rp a rts .
Summary. E x to rtio n  was ranked as an im portan t v io le n t  and
d is ru p tiv e  behav io r, p a r t i c u la r ly  in  urban sch o o ls . Elementary
p r in c ip a ls  in  both ru ra l  and urban s e t t in g s  rep o rted  th e  behavior
to  be s ig n i f ic a n t ly  more d is ru p t iv e  than secondary p r in c ip a ls .
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Rank #17; D isturbance Caused by M alicious Rumor (Behavior 
#10) was ranked as th e  seven teen th  most d is ru p t iv e  behav io r, w ith a 
mean d is ru p tio n  lev e l o f  5 .45 . S ig n if ic a n t  d i ffe re n c e s  were d e te r ­
mined to  e x is t  between th e  follow ing groups:
1. Rural a d m in is tra to rs  found th e  behavior to  be s ig n i f i ­
c a n tly  more d is ru p tiv e  than d id  urban a d m in is tra to rs .
2. Both e lem entary and secondary ru ra l p r in c ip a ls  found 
th e  behavior to  be s ig n i f ic a n tly  more d is ru p t iv e  than 
t h e i r  urban c o u n te rp a rts .
Summary. D isturbance caused by m alicious rumor ranked number 
17 in  th e  most v io le n t  and d isru p tiv e  behaviors w ith  ru ra l  elem entary 
and secondary a d m in is tra to rs  rep o rtin g  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  h igher d is ru p tio n  
le v e ls  caused by t h i s  behavior than th e i r  urban c o u n te rp a rts .
Rank #18: B urglary (Behavior #3) was ranked as th e  e ig h teen th
most v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behavior, w ith a mean d is ru p tio n  lev e l o f 
5 .21. S ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n c e s  were determ ined to  e x is t  in  th e  
fo llow ing groups:
1. Elementary p r in c ip a ls  in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  behavior was 
s ig n i f ic a n t ly  more d is ru p tiv e  than d id  secondary 
a d m in is tra to rs .
2. Urban elem entary a d m in is tra to rs  rep o r ted  a s ig n i f i ­
c a n tly  h igher lev e l o f d isru p tio n  caused by th i s  
behavior than d id  urban secondary a d m in is tra to rs .
Summary. B urglary was id e n t i f ie d  as an im portan t v io le n t  and
d is ru p tiv e  behavior by ad m in is tra to rs  w hile e lem entary  a d m in is tra to rs
rep o rted  a s ig n i f ic a n t ly  h igher d is ru p tio n  lev e l than  secondary
a d m in is tra to rs .  In p a r t i c u l a r ,  urban elem entary a d m in is tra to rs
rep o rted  a s ig n i f ic a n t ly  h igher lev e l o f d is ru p tio n  over t h e i r  urban
secondary c o u n te rp a rts .
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Rank #19: Drug P ossession/U se on Campus (Behavior #29) was
ranked as an im portan t v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  b eh av io r, w ith a mean 
lev e l o f  d is ru p tio n  o f  5 .16 . S ig n if ic a n t  d i ffe re n c e s  were determ ined 
to  e x i s t  in  the  fo llow ing  groups:
1. Secondary school a d m in is tra to rs  rep o rted  the  behavior to  
be h ig h ly  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  (p<.001) more d is ru p t iv e  than  d id  
elem entary a d m in is tra to rs .
2. Both urban and ru ra l  secondary a d m in is tra to rs  rep o rted  
s ig n i f ic a n t ly  more d is ru p tio n  le v e ls  as a r e s u l t  o f th is  
behavior than d id t h e i r  c o u n te rp a rts  in  elem entary  sch o o ls .
Summary. Drug p o ssess io n /u se  on campus was rep o r ted  by
school a d m in is tra to rs  to  be an im p o rtan t v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e
beh av io r. P a r t i c u la r ly ,  urban and ru ra l  secondary a d m in is tra to rs
rep o rted  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  h ig h er le v e ls  o f  d is ru p tio n  due to  th is
behavior than d id  elem entary  p r in c ip a ls .
Rank #20: F a lse  F ire  Alarm (Behavior #13) was ranked as one
o f th e  im portan t v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  b e h a v io rs , w ith a mean lev e l
o f  d is ru p tio n  o f  5 .1 0 . S ig n if ic a n t  d if fe re n c e s  were determ ined to
e x i s t  in  th e  fo llow ing  groups:
1. Urban a d m in is tra to rs  in d ic a te d  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  more 
d is ru p tio n  was caused by th is  behavior than  did 
ru ra l  a d m in is tra to rs .
2. This r e la t io n s h ip  i s  fu r th e r  defined  by th e  responses 
o f  urban elem entary p r in c ip a ls  who rep o rted  s i g n i f i ­
ca n tly  more d is ru p tio n  caused by th i s  behav io r than 
d id  ru ra l elem entary  p r in c ip a ls .
Summary. F a lse  f i r e  alarm s were ranked as th e  l a s t  o f  the  
most im portan t v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behaviors in  Nevada sch o o ls . 
Urban a d m in is tra to rs  id e n t i f i e d  the behav io r as s ig n i f ic a n t ly  more 
d is ru p t iv e  than  did  ru ra l  a d m in is tra to rs .  A s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip
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was a lso  noted between urban and ru ra l  p r in c ip a ls  w ith urban adm inis­
t r a to r s  in d ic a tin g  th a t  the  behav io r was more d i s r u p t iv e .
Summary: The Nevada P ro f i le
The Nevada p r o f i le  was d iv ided  in to  th e  fo llow ing  fo u r g roups, 
accord ing  to  th e  mean d is ru p t iv e  behaviors assig n ed  to  them by l in e  
school a d m in is tra to rs  (g ra p h ic a l ly  d isp lay ed  in  Figure  1):
1. Most d is ru p t iv e  behaviors -  Group #1
A. T ard iness (x=7.82)
B. Truancy/cl ass c u tt in g  (x=7.77)
C. Classroom d is ru p tio n  (x=7.62)
2. Highly d is ru p t iv e  behav io rs -  Group #2
A. P ro fan ity /o b scen e  lan g u ag e/v erb a l abuse (x=7.18)
B. In su b o rd in a tio n /d iso b ed ien ce  toward s t a f f  member (x=7.08)
3. Very D is ru p tiv e  Behaviors -  Group #3
A. S te a l in g /la rc e n y  o f  s tu d e n t p ro p erty  (x=6.65)
B. A ssa u lt an d /o r b a t te ry  o f  s tu d e n t  (x=6.55)
C. School p ro p erty  d e s tru c tio n  (x=6.52)
D. School bus d isru p tio n  (x=6.47)
4 . M arginally  d is ru p tiv e  behaviors -  Group #4
A. L o i te r in g / tr e s p a ss  on campus (x=6.00)
B. Smoking (x=5.93)
C. S te a l in g /la rc e n y  o f  school p ro p erty  (x=5.89)
D. Cheating (x=5.87)
E. Window g la s s  breakage (x=5.71)
F. S te a l in g  larcen y  o f s t a f f  member's p ro p erty  (x=5.52)
G. E x to rtio n  (x=5.48)
H. D isturbance caused by m alic ious rumor (x=5.45)
I .  B urglary (x=5.21)
J .  Drug p o ssess io n /u se  on campus (x=5.16)
K. F a lse  f i r e  alarm  (x=5.10)
The second s e c t io n  o f t h i s  c h a p te r  re p o r ts  th e  r e s u l ts  o f  the  
a p p lic a tio n  o f th e  p r o f i le  o f th e  n ine most im p o rtan t v io le n t  and 
d is ru p t iv e  behaviors to  th e  a n a ly s is  o f  Nevada s ta tu to r y  law.
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A p p lica tio n  o f Nevada P ro f i le  to  
Nevada Revised S ta tu te s  (NRS)
This s e c tio n  o f Chapter 4 i s  devoted to  re p o r tin g  th e  r e s u l ts  
o f  the  a p p lic a tio n  o f  th e  Nevada p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  
behavior to  Nevada s ta tu to r y  law.
P r io r  to  th e  d isc u ss io n  o f the  r e s u l ts  o f  th e  s ta tu to r y  
a n a ly s is ,  a b r ie f  review o f th e  h i s to r ic a l  foundation  o f school 
a u th o r i ty  i s  p resen ted  to  a cq u a in t the  read e r w ith  th e  tone and 
f la v o r  w ith which education  has been tre a te d  in  Nevada law . In 
a d d it io n , a summary o f  th e  tre a tm e n t o f  l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs  
(p r in c ip a ls )  in  the  law i s  a lso  p resen ted . For ease o f  read e r 
re fe re n c e , each s ta t u te  c i te d  has been reproduced in  to ta l  in  
Appendix C.
The Foundation o f School A u thority
The C o n s titu tio n  o f th e  S ta te  o f  Nevada, adopted in  1864, 
provided fo r  a "Uniform System o f  Common Schools" ( 66 , 1866, p . 21 ). 
The S uperin ten d en t o f  P u b lic  Education became th e  i n i t i a l  fu n c tio n ary  
o f  t h a t  system . The su p e r in te n d e n t 's  d u tie s  were s p e c i f ic a l ly  
p resc rib e d  by the  law (66 , 1966, p. 21 ), thus forming th e  foundation  
fo r  th e  p a rtn e rsh ip  between th e  law o f  the  s ta t e  and the  o p e ra tio n  of 
ed u catio n .
The o p e ra tio n  o f  ed u ca tio n , from th e  1860's u n t i l  the  e a rly  
1 9 0 0 's , was e s ta b lis h e d  on "An Act to  Provide fo r  th e  Maintenance 
and Superv ision  o f  Pub lic  S choo ls,"  approved in  1865. With subse­
quent l e g i s la t iv e  s e s s io n s , th e  ro le s  in  the  ed u catio n al community
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were fu r th e r  d efin ed . The S u perin tenden t o f  P ub lic  I n s t r u c t io n ,  
County S u p erin ten d en t, te a c h e rs , and Boards o f  School T ru stees  
assumed expanded ro le s  under the  law through th is  period  (66^, 1867, 
pp. 92-93; 66, 1869, p. 169; 66, 1879, p. 48; 61, 1893, p. 106;
68, 1907, pp. 390, 392). The o r ig in  o f  a u th o r i ty  fo r  education  in  
th e  S ta te  o f  Nevada i s  unquestionably  lo ca ted  in  th e  l e g i s la tu re :  
" S ta te  Board o f Education i s  c re a ted  by s ta tu te  and, as such , i t s  
power and a u th o r i ty  a re  confined to  t h a t  ex p ress ly  co n fe rred  by 
s ta tu te "  (71, 1912); " I t  i s  w e l l - s e t t le d  general law th a t  school 
o f f ic e r s  only have such powers as a re  vested  in  them by th e  s ta tu te "  
(71, 1954).
Y et, the  l e g i s la tu r e  has deemed i t  a p p ro p r ia te  to  v e s t
s u b s ta n t ia l  power in  lo ca l boards:
385.005 D eclara tio n  o f  l e g i s la t iv e  i n te n t .
1. The l e g i s la tu re  rea ff irm s  i t s  in te n t  th a t  p u b lic  
education  in  the  S ta te  o f  Nevada i s  e s s e n t ia l ly  a m atter  
fo r  lo ca l con tro l by lo ca l school d i s t r i c t s .  The p ro­
v is io n s  o f  t h is  T i t l e  a re  in tended to  rese rv e  to  the
boards o f t ru s te e s  o f  lo ca l school d i s t r i c t s  w ith in  the
s ta t e  such r ig h ts  and powers as a re  necessary  to  m ain tain  
c o n tro l o f  the education  o f th e  c h ild ren  w ith in  t h e i r  
r e sp e c tiv e  d i s t r i c t s .  These r ig h ts  and powers sh a ll  only 
be lim ite d  by o th e r  s p e c i f ic  p ro v is io n s  o f  law ( 70, 1963, 
p . 13081).
Thus, lo ca l boards have th e  op tio n  to  sh are  th is  foundation  o f power 
and co n tro l over th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  t h e i r  schoo ls w ith in  the  bounds o f 
ju d ic ia l  s c ru t in y  and s p e c i f ic  d e lim itin g  l e g i s la t io n .
F u rth e r , NRS provide r a th e r  broad d is c re tio n a ry  powers to  
t ru s te e s  to  promote the  w e lfa re  o f school c h ild ren  (38 6 .3 5 0 ), w hile 
allow ing those o f f i c i a l s  th e  r ig h t  to  p re sc r ib e  and en fo rce  ru le s
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(386.350) fo r  th e  governance o f  schools under t h e i r  charge. Case 
h is to ry  ev idences no d i r e c t  ch a llen g es  to  t h is  b as ic  power vested  
in  school t ru s te e s  when co n sid erin g  th e  p r o f i le  behav io rs addressed  
in  t h is  s tu d y .
Line School A dm in is tra to rs  (P r in c ip a ls )  
in  NRS
The ro le  o f  th e  school p r in c ip a l  in  p rese n t s ta tu to r y  law has 
rece iv ed  very l i t t l e  d i r e c t  a t t e n t io n .  In  c o n tr a s t ,  n o n -superv iso ry  
employees— te a c h e rs ,  county su p e rin te n d e n ts , boards, and s ta t e  
s u p e rin te n d e n ts—have experienced  a metamorphosis in  t h e i r  trea tm en t 
in  s ta tu to r y  law th a t  has re s u l te d  in  more c a re f u lly  a r t i c u l a te d  and 
defined  r o le s .  With th e  excep tion  o f  "Employee-Management R e la tio n s  
Act" (C hapter 388), p r in c ip a ls  a re  mentioned s p e c i f ic a l l y ,  by name, 
in  only  f iv e  p ro v is io n s  o f  NRS th a t  a re  r e la te d  to  th e  behaviors 
addressed  in  t h is  s tu d y ; th e  most im portan t o f  th ese  a re  391.210 and 
392.460, which p rovide f o r  t ru s te e s  to  a u th o r iz e  p r in c ip a ls  to  
e x e rc ise  such powers as g ran ted  to  t ru s te e s  under NRS and fo r  
p r in c ip a ls  to  have co n cu rren t power w ith  t h a t  o f  a p o lic e  o f f i c e r  
in  th e  a ssu rance  o f the  p ro te c tio n  and d i s c ip l in e  o f  c h ild re n .
In a somewhat le s s  d im inu tive  manner, p r in c ip a ls  re c e iv e  
s p e c i f ic  acknowledgement in  th re e  a d d it io n a l  lo c a t io n s  in  Nevada law . 
F i r s t ,  p r in c ip a ls  a re  provided d isc re tio n a ry  power to  determ ine the  
v a l id i ty  o f  absence excuses under th e  tru an cy  p ro v is io n  (392 .130). 
L ikew ise, they  a re  empowered (392.465) to  apply "reasonab le"  
co rporal punishment as a means o f d is c ip l in in g  p u p i ls .  The rem aining 
s p e c i f ic  re fe ren c e  to  p r in c ip a ls  by name (392.450) prov ides fo r  th e
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enforcem ent o f  p e rio d ic  f i r e  d r i l l s .
Although not by name, p r in c ip a ls  appear to  re c e iv e  a t t e n t io n  
in  a number o f  a d d itio n a l NRS p ro v is io n s . Most im p o rta n tly , 
p r in c ip a ls  appear to  be " o f f ic e r s "  an d /o r "p u b lic  o f f ic e r s "  under 
th e  d e f in i t io n s  o ffe re d  in  193.010, thus s e t t in g  th e  s ta g e  fo r
197.090, which imposes c rim in a l p e n a lty  on anyone i n te r f e r in g  w ith  
any p u b lic  o f f i c e r  who i s  perform ing th e  duty imposed on him by law .
In  a d d it io n ,  203.119 prov ides an equal crim in a l p en a lty  f o r  any 
in d iv id u a l who in te r f e r e s  w ith  th e  peacefu l conduct o f  a c t i v i t i e s  in  
a p u b lic  b u ild in g  (school d i s t r i c t  b u ild in g  s p e c i f ic a l l y  in d ic a te d )  
and re fu se s  to  leave  as d i re c te d  by a "proper o f f i c i a l . "  "Proper 
o f f i c i a l , "  in  t h is  c a se , i s  assumed to  be equated  w ith  a p u b lic  
o f f i c ia l  under th e  law.
I d e a l ly ,  one can th e re fo re  assume t h a t  w ith  th e  im plied  
d e f in i t io n  o f  a p r in c ip a l  in  th e  law as t h a t  o f  a p u b lic  o f f i c i a l ,  
and through the  p roper a p p lic a tio n  o r ru le -  and po licy -m ak ing , 
under 386.350 and 386.360 (se e  Foundation o f School A u th o rity  s e c t io n  
o f  t h is  c h a p te r ) , p r in c ip a ls  have a b a s is  f o r  t h e i r  ro le  in  th e  law .
As fu r th e r  ev idence , and in  th e  form o f  i n te r p r e t a t i o n .  
A ttorney  General Opinions 79 (71 , November 22, 1921) and 684 ( 71, 
October 4 , 1948) sup p o rt th e  d u a li ty  o f  j u r i s d ic t io n  w ith  p a re n ts  and 
school o f f i c i a l s  over s tu d e n ts  during  school h o u rs. A gain, the  
d e s ig n a tio n , "school o f f i c ia l s "  i s  im plied  to  in c lu d e  p r in c ip a l s .
In  summary, the  foundation  fo r  school a u th o r i ty  i s  u n question­
ab ly  lo ca te d  in  th e  l e g i s la t u r e ,  although th e  l e g i s la tu r e  has g ran ted  
broad r o le -  and policy-m aking powers to  lo ca l b o a rd s . L ikew ise,
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s ta tu te  a lso  provides fo r  "p u b lic  o f f ic e r s "  to  a c t  in  b e h a lf  o f  t h e i r  
s t a t u to r i l y  c o n s ti tu te d  boards in  en fo rc in g  what i s  mandated in  the  
law. P r in c ip a ls ,  by name, have rece iv ed  lim ite d  s p e c i f ic  trea tm en t 
in  th e  s ta tu te s .
Ranks #1 and 2: T ard iness/T ruancy /
Class C u tting  in  NRS
The two most d is ru p t iv e  behaviors a re  tre a te d  in  a s im ila r  
manner in  NRS. The "General P ro v is io n s"  se c t io n  ( T i t l e  34, Chapter 
392) add resses  the  to p ic  w ith l i t t l e  q u e s tio n  o f  l e g i s la t iv e  in te n t .  
Chapter 392.040 re q u ire s  a l l  c h ild re n  between the  ages o f  7 and 17 to  
a tte n d  sch o o l, un less o therw ise  provided fo r  by law. These excep­
t io n s  (392.050-392.110) range from allow ances fo r  eq u iv a le n t 
in s t r u c t io n  (392.070) to  exemption fo r  fu l l - t im e  employment o r 
a p p re n tic e sh ip  t r a in in g  (392 .110). Chapter 392.120 a f f ix e s  crim inal 
l i a b i l i t y  to  in d iv id u a ls  f a l s e ly  re p o r t in g  a s tu d e n t 's  p roper age, 
thus tru a n tin g  a c h ild  from req u ired  sc h o o lin g .
The d e f in i t io n  o f  truancy  (392.130) p rov ides fo r  those 
a tten d an ce  i r r e g u la r i t i e s  commonly r e f e r re d  to  as c la s s  c u tt in g  and 
t a r d in e s s .  Subsequent s ta tu to r y  p ro v is io n s  (392.140-392.220) 
p rovide fo r  enforcem ent o f  th e  compulsory a tten d an ce  s ta t u te  to  the  
end th a t  392.210 and 392.220 apply a misdemeanor charge to  p a ren ts  
o r  guard ians f a i l in g  to  "p reven t th e  c h i ld 's  subsequent truancy" 
and s im i la r ly ,  to  persons/em ployers who a re  found a b e tt in g  tru an cy . 
L ikew ise, 392.470 a p p lie s  th e  same p en a lty  to  in d iv id u a ls  in te r f e r in g  
w ith s tu d e n ts  t ra v e lin g  to  and from sc h o o l, thus r e s u l t in g  in  a 
s tu d e n t 's  absence from schoo l.
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As in  most law in  th is  co u n try , a c h ild  i s  e n t i t l e d  to  a l l  
th e  b e n e f i ts  o f  f u l l  c i t iz e n s h ip  ( e . g . ,  procedural due p ro c e ss ) ,  
y e t ,  i s  s u b je c t  to  p ro secu tio n  under sp e c ia l  j u r i s d ic t io n a l  
a u th o r i ty .  Nevada lawmakers have provided an e la b o ra te  system o f 
p rov id ing  an a p p ro p r ia te  ju r i s d ic t io n a l  a u th o r i ty  fo r  ju v e n i le s .
T i t l e  16 o f NRS i s  devoted to  crim es and punishm ent. Chapter 201 o f 
T i t l e  16, "Crimes A gainst P ub lic  Decency and Good M orals,"  forms the 
b a s is  fo r  the  la b e ls  o f  "d e lin q u en t c h ild ,"  "n eg lec ted  c h ild ,"  and 
" c h ild  in  need o f  su p e rv is io n "  (201.090-201.110). P ursuan t to  th e  
behaviors a t  hand, h a b itu a lly  t ru a n t  c h ild ren  c le a r ly  f a l l  in to  th e  
"c h ild  in  need o f su p e rv is io n "  c la s s i f i c a t io n  (201.090, su b sec tio n s  
11 and 14). A ppropria te  p en a lty  i s  a ssigned  in  201.100-201.110.
C losely  lin k ed  to  th ese  s ta tu te s  i s  th e  Ju v e n ile  Court Act 
o f  T i t l e  5 o f  NRS. I t  a ff irm s  the  sp e c ia l trea tm en t under th e  law 
f o r  c h ild re n  in  the  s e c t io n ,  "E xclusive O rig in a l J u r i s d ic t io n  o f 
Court" (6 2 .0 4 0 ). S ubsection  B1 o f th a t  p ro v is io n  s p e c i f ic a l ly  
m entions compulsory a tten d an ce  and truancy  as s o le ly  and com pletely 
th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t  co u rt having the  a ssigned  re sp o n s i­
b i l i t i e s  fo r  ju v e n ile  a d ju d ic a tio n . In s h o r t ,  the  law i s  s e n s i t iv e  
to  c h ild re n  and does address th e  is s u e  o f  s tu d e n t truancy  by 
a ssig n in g  i t  to  a d e f in i t io n  which has come to  be known as a 
"d ecrim in a lized " o ffe n se .
School a d m in is tra to rs  a re  d i r e c t ly  mentioned in  392.130, 
su b sec tio n  1 , as having r e s p o n s ib i l i ty ,  to  the  p o in t o f  d isc re tio n a ry  
a u th o r i ty ,  to  determ ine th e  a c c e p ta b il i ty  o f  excuses. The law f u r th e r  
provides fo r  th e  assignm ent o f  th e  lab e l o f "h ab itu a l tru a n t"  to
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s tu d en ts  determ ined to  be tru a n t  th re e  o r  more tim es in  a school 
y e a r. T h is , th e re fo re , provides fo r  en tran ce  in to  th e  ju v en ile  
j u s t ic e  system fo r  the  c h ild  under th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  a c h ild  in  
need o f su p e rv is io n . This a c tio n  a g a in s t  a s tu d e n t o r r e la te d  
a c tio n  a g a in s t  p a re n ts , guard ian s , o r  employers (392.210-392.220) 
i s  th e  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  o f  th e  board and may only  be ac ted  upon i f  
they ( th e  board) deem i t  as a p p ro p r ia te . Note is  made th a t  the  
law does no t c le a r ly  d e fin e  truancy as a r e s u l t  o f  s tu d e n t ac tio n  
o r  p a ren t a c tio n .
The case h is to ry  re la te d  to  th ese  b eh av io rs , as well as the  
o th e r  behaviors c o n s ti tu t in g  th e  p r o f i l e ,  i s  l im ite d . A Minor 
Girl V.  Clark County Ju v en ile  Court S e rv ices  (48 , 1971) was based upon 
a p r in c ip a l 's  th re a t  to  a r r e s t  a 1 4 -y ear-o ld  fem ale s tu d e n t i f  she 
did not r e tu rn  to  c la s s  w ith in  10 m inu tes, as d i re c te d .  The lower 
co u rt ru led  her d e lin q u en t (no te  is  made th a t  t h is  1971 case occurred 
p r io r  to  th e  enactm ent o f  201.090, Subsection  14, which l a t e r  e lim i­
nated truancy  from those o ffen ses  determ ined to  c o n s t i tu te  d e l in ­
quency). The Nevada Supreme Court, r u lin g  on an ap p ea l, overturned  
th e  lower c o u rt dec is io n  on th e  grounds o f  procedural due p ro cess , 
not on in ap p ro p r ia te  a p p lic a tio n  o f  s ta t u te .
The lesson  learned  was th a t  p r in c ip a ls  a re  indeed empowered 
to  a r r e s t  s tu d en ts  ab sen t from in s t r u c t io n  (392.160) and on the b asis  
o f  th e  l o i t e r in g  s ta tu te s  (207.270; 393.070); but procedural due 
process must be affo rded  the  s tu d e n t. Thus, th e  substance o f 
p r in c ip a l a u th o r ity  in  in su r in g  compliance w ith compulsory a ttendance  
and the  a ttendance  s ta tu te s  them selves has remained i n ta c t .  This
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p o s it io n  was fu r th e r  stren g th en ed  in  A lvin R. Meinhold v . th e  Clark 
County School D i s t r i c t  Board o f  T ru stees  case  (^ , 1973) concerning 
the non-renewal o f  a tea c h e r c o n tra c t  due to  unp ro fess io n a l conduct. 
P a r t o f  t h a t  conduct was the  te a c h e r 's  encouragement o f  non- 
a tten d an ce  in  school o f  h is  daughters in  d i r e c t  d e fian ce  o f  Nevada 
law. Again, Nevada a tten d an ce  law remained i n ta c t .
Rank #3: Classroom D isrup tion
in  NRS
From th e  s ta n d p o in t o f  a very broad in te r p r e t a t i o n ,  general 
d is ru p tio n  o f  schoo ls rec e iv es  lim ite d  a t t e n tio n  in  th e  s t a t u t e s .  
Chapter 392.480 a f f ix e s  a misdemeanor p en a lty  to  anyone in te r f e r in g  
w ith th e  peacefu l assembly o f persons in  a school house. L ikew ise, 
under the  "Crimes A gainst Pub lic  Peace" se c tio n  o f  T i t l e  16, Chapter
203.090, p ro v is io n  i s  made fo r  a s im ila r  p en a lty  f o r  those d is tu rb in g  
any assembly o r  m eeting w ithou t a lawful purpose. In  evidence o f 
f u r th e r  su p p o rt, 203.119 again  a ssig n s  th e  misdemeanor p e n a lty  to  
any person  who in te r f e r e s  w ith  th e  peacefu l o p e ra tio n  o f a c t i v i t i e s  
in  a pu b lic  b u ild in g . Although somewhat vague in  i t s  d e f in i t i o n ,  
393.070 (IB) provides fo r  a misdemeanor charge to  be a ssessed  a g a in s t  
anyone found to  be p resen tin g  a nuisance in  any school house.
S p e c if ic a l ly ,  th e  to p ic  o f  classroom  d is ru p tio n  i s  n o t t re a te d  
in  the  s ta t u te s .  The d is ru p t iv e  in flu e n ce  o f  s tu d e n ts ,  as evidenced 
by behaviors such as non-preparedness and h o rsep lay , i s  no t ad d ressed , 
w hile what m ight be re f e r re d  to  as "more se rio u s"  behav io rs ( e . g . ,  
a s s a u l t  and s te a l in g )  rec e iv e  a t t e n t io n .  The f a c t  rem ains t h a t  
respondents ranked le s s  s e rio u s  classroom  d is ru p t iv e  behav io rs as a
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more im portan t n eg a tiv e  in flu e n ce  than  th o se  behaviors ex te n s iv e ly  
t re a te d  in  NRS.
P r in c ip a ls  l e f t  w ith  t h is  p aradox ical s i tu a t io n  have the  
o p tio n , under NRS and supported  by 386.350, to  suspend o r expel 
d is ru p t iv e  s tu d e n ts  under 392.030, or apply measures such as co rporal 
punishm ent, covered under 392.465. In form o f leg a l o p in io n , the  
A ttorney  General in te r p re t s  the  law to  provide fo r  dual ju r i s d ic t io n  
between p a ren ts  and school o f f i c ia l s  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  m aintenance 
o f  school d i s c ip l in e  (71, November 22, 1921 ; 71_, O ctober 4 , 1948;
71, June 26, 1971).
In summary, classroom  d is ru p tio n  i s  n o t e x te n s iv e ly  t re a te d  
in  th e  s ta t u te s ,  and p r in c ip a l s ' a b i l i t y  to  cope w ith  t h is  h igh ly  
d is ru p t iv e  in flu e n ce  in  Nevada schoo ls i s  l im ite d  to  t h e i r  "reasonab le"  
rule-m aking a u th o r i ty :  su sp en s io n /e x p u ls io n ; a n d /o r th o se  im plied
powers gran ted  through in te r p re ta t io n  which m ight commonly be 
r e f e r re d  to  as f a l l in g  under in  loco  p a r e n t i s .
Rank #4: P ro fan ity /O bscene Language/
Verbal Abuse in  NRS
These behav io rs a re  d i r e c t ly  addressed  in  NRS, as fo llo w s:
392.480 D isturbance o f  school ; p e n a l t ie s .
1. I t  i s  unlawful fo r  any person to  d is tu rb  th e  peace in  
any p u b lic  school by using  v i le  o r in d ec e n t language, o r  by 
th re a te n in g  o r a s sa u ltin g  any pupil o r tea c h e r  w ith in  the 
b u ild in g  o r  grounds o f  th e  sch o o l. For th e  purposes o f  
t h is  su b sec tio n , th e  grounds o f  every p u b lic  school sh a ll  
ex tend to  a d is ta n c e  o f  50 y ards in  a l l  d i re c t io n s  from 
th e  school b u ild in g . Any person who v io la te s  any o f  the  
p ro v is io n s  o f  th is  su b sec tio n  s h a ll  be g u i l ty  o f  a 
misdemeanor.
With r e s p e c t  to  s tu d e n ts ,  201.090, su b sec tio n  13, a ssig n s  th e  d e lin -
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quent lab e l to  a c h ild  us in g  such language. F u r th e r , NRS makes i t  
em inently  c le a r  in  200.440 th a t  the  use o f contemptuous language 
by an in d iv id u a l can r e s u l t  in  p ro secu tio n  w ith  a g ross misdemeanor 
p e n a lty . As i f  no t c le a r  enough a lre a d y , 200.490 p rov ides fo r  up 
to  a $500 f in e  fo r  anyone provoking a s s a u l t  through th e  use o f  
word, s ig n , o r  g e s tu re .
P r in c ip a ls  have been provided broad s ta tu to r y  a u th o r i ty  to  
c o n tro l th ese  behaviors in  t h e i r  im plied c a p ac ity  as p u b lic  o f f i c e r s .  
The t r a d i t io n a l  modes ( e . g . , suspension) o f  coping w ith  t h is  behavior 
a re  augmented by s tro n g  su p p o rt in  th e  law .
Rank #5: In su b o rd in atio n /D iso b ed ien ce
in  NRS
In su b o rd in a tio n /d iso b ed ie n c e  by s tu d e n ts  re c e iv e s  a t t e n tio n  in  
62 .040 , su b sec tio n  B-2 in  t h a t  the  d i s t r i c t  c o u rt re se rv e s  th e  r ig h t  
to  ex c lu s iv e  o r ig in a l  j u r i s d ic t io n  over ju v e n ile s  who d isobey the 
reaso n ab le  and law ful demands o f h is /h e r  cu s to d ian s  by a ss ig n in g  them 
th e  lab e l "c h ild  in  need o f  su p e rv is io n ."  This s ta t u te  i s  f u r th e r  
supported  by 201.090, su b sec tio n  10, although in  both c a se s , p r in c ip a ls  
a re  n o t m entioned. One m ight reasonab ly  assume th e  "c u s to d ian s ,"  as 
r e f e r re d  to  in  th ese  two s t a t u t e s ,  a re  s im ila r  to  "p u b lic  o f f i c e r s ."
Again, r e f e r r in g  to  th e  foundation  o f  school a u th o r i ty ,  
re p o r te d  e a r l i e r  in  t h is  c h a p te r , 386.360 prov ides boards o f school 
t ru s te e s  w ith  th e  r ig h t  to  p re s c r ib e  and en fo rce  ru le s  fo r  th e  
governance o f  th e  schoo ls under t h e i r  charge . P r in c ip a ls ,  under 
391.210, may e x e rc ise  such powers as vested  in  them by th e  board. 
P r in c ip a ls  a re  a lso  provided  fo r  under the  p ro v is io n s  fo r  suspension
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and corporal punishment in  coping w ith pupil d i s c ip l in e  is s u e s .
In  summary, coping w ith in su b o rd in a tio n /d iso b e d ie n ce  has 
rece ived  very lim ite d  trea tm en t in  Nevada law , w hile  p r in c ip a ls  
a re  only empowered to  a c t  in  compliance w ith  power p red ic a te d  upon 
ru le s  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c tiv e  boards.
Rank #6: S tea lin g /L a rcen y  o f 
S tudent P roperty  in  NRS
Respondents id e n t i f i e d  t h is  behav io r as an im portan t d is ru p ­
t iv e  in flu e n ce  in  Nevada sch o o ls . Y et, as a crim e a g a in s t  p ro p erty  
( e . g . ,  205.240) not belonging to  th e  s t a t e ,  th e  j u r i s d ic t io n  o f the  
school to  a c t  i s  lim ite d  from th e  o n se t. A lthough, under the 
p ro v is io n s  o f  203.119, i f  an in d iv id u a l commits an a c t  th a t  i n t e r ­
fe re s  w ith  th e  peacefu l o p e ra tio n  o f  a sch o o l, h e /sh e  i s  g u i l ty  o f 
a misdemeanor. This p ro v is io n  could be lo o se ly  co nstrued  to  include  
th e  t h e f t  o f  a s tu d e n t 's  p ro p erty .
Under the  general p ro v is io n s  r e la te d  to  p u p i ls ,  t h i s  s e c tio n  
o f  T i t l e  34, Chapter 312.030, su b sec tio n  2 a llow s fo r  suspension  or 
even exp u ls io n  o f s tu d e n ts  found to  be a d is ru p t iv e  in flu e n c e , 
although the  focus o f  th a t  a c tio n  would be ad v isab ly  p laced  on th e  
d is ru p tiv e  in flu e n c e , no t on the  c rim ina l a c t .
Rank #7: A ssa u lt an d /o r B a tte ry  
o f  S tuden ts in  NRS
Unlike th e  previously-m entioned  c rim inal b eh av io r, a s s a u l t
an d /o r  b a tte ry  o f  s tu d e n ts  i s  n o t only tre a te d  in  C hapter 200 o f
T i t l e  16 d ea lin g  w ith crim es a g a in s t  th e  person ( e . g . ,  200.400;
200.471; 200.481; 200 .490), bu t a lso  rec e iv es  some a t te n tio n  in
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school law. B ea ting , w hipping, d e ta in in g , o r o therw ise  in te r f e r in g  
w ith s tu d e n ts  w hile on h is /h e r  way to  o r  from school a re  covered in  
392.470, w ith a misdemeanor assignm ent. In a d d it io n , 392.480 
re in fo rc e s  the  s c h o o l's  a u th o r i ty  over the  behavior. F u r th e r ,
201.090, su b sec tio n  14 p rovides fo r  the assignm ent o f  th e  d e lin q u en t 
t i t l e  to  a c h ild  found g u i lty  o f  a crime re la te d  to  th ese  beh av io rs . 
W ithout q u e s tio n , p r in c ip a ls  a re  supported in  NRS in  a ttem p ts  to  
cope w ith th is  behavior.
Rank #8: School P roperty  D estruc tion  
in  NRS
The d e s tru c tio n  o f  school p roperty  rece iv es  s u b s ta n tia l  
a t te n tio n  in  th e  law. Chapter 393 o f T i t l e  34 i s  s o le ly  devoted to 
m atters  o f  school p ro p erty . W ithout q u e s tio n , 393.070 provides fo r  
school p ro p erty  d e s tru c tio n ,  and re fe ren ces  193.155,206.010, and 
206.025 a f f ix  a p en a lty  p ro p o rtio n a te  to  th e  value o f  th e  lo s s .
A dditional s ta tu to r y  support i s  provided fo r  d e s tru c tio n  of 
l ib r a ry  books (393.170), works of a r t / l i t e r a t u r e  (206 .180), and 
monuments (206.190).
P r in c ip a ls  as p u b lic  o f f ic e r s  have a firm  b a s is  fo r  coping 
w ith th ese  d istu rb an ces  under the law.
Rank #9: School Bus D isrup tion
in  NRS
Under th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  392.460, p r in c ip a ls  rec e iv e  power 
co n cu rren t w ith th a t  of a p o lic e  o f f i c e r  to  p ro te c t  s tu d e n ts  a t  school 
and on the  way to  and from schoo l. According to  A ttorney  General 
Opinion (T^, February 23, 1977), school o f f i c ia l s  have the  r ig h t  to
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promulgate and en fo rce ru le s  and re g u la tio n s  fo r  p roper behavior on 
school buses. This p rov is ion  i s  f u r th e r  supported in  392.300, 
su b sec tio n  2-B with the broad d isc re tio n a ry  powers g ran ted  to  boards 
by th e  l e g i s la tu re  in  m atters o f  t r a n s p o r ta t io n .
A dditional s ta tu to r y  support i s  a lso  gran ted  fo r  dea ling  
w ith in te r fe re n c e  w ith p u p ils  on the  way to  o r  from school (392.470); 
damage to  school p roperty  (393.070); and throw ing su bstances a t  
school v e h ic le s  (205.274).
P r in c ip a ls  ag a in , as p u b lic  o f f ic e r s  and w ith th e  d is c re t io n ­
a ry  power gran ted  to  boards, have a firm  b a s is  fo r  coping w ith bus 
d is ru p tio n  under NRS.
Summary
In summary, the  da ta  rep o rted  in  th is  ch ap te r  in d ic a te d  th a t  
l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs  have id e n t i f i e d  four m ajor groupings o f 
v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behavior which c o n s ti tu te  th e  Nevada p r o f i le .  
When a p p lied  to  Nevada s ta tu to r y  law , i t  was evidenced th a t  p r in c ip a ls  
rece iv ed  a wide range o f trea tm en t in  t h e i r  s ta tu to ry -c o n s t i tu te d  
a ttem pts to  cope with each o f th ese  b eh av io rs .
Chapter 5 rep o r ts  th e  a p p lic a tio n  o f those  f in d in g s  to  the  
resea rch  hypotheses advanced in  Chapter 1.
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Chapter 5
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
In tro d u c tio n
Chapter 5 i s  designed to  p re se n t a summary o f  th e  f in d in g s  o f  
th is  s tu d y , plus draw conclusions from those  f in d in g s . In a d d it io n ,  
recommendations in  l i g h t  o f  th e  f in d in g s  a re  a ls o  advanced w ith  th e  
i n te n t  and purpose o f  a s s i s t in g  l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs  to  b e t te r  
cope w ith th e  p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behav io r o ccu rrin g  
in  t h e i r  sch o o ls .
An Overview o f the  Study
The purpose o f th is  s tudy  was to  e s ta b l is h  th e  p r o f i le  o f  
v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behav io r o ccu rrin g  in  Nevada schools fo r  the  
purpose o f applying th a t  p r o f i le  to  th e  a n a ly s is  o f  Nevada s ta tu to r y  
law to  determ ine th e  e x te n t  to  which behaviors in  the  p r o f i le  rece iv e  
tre a tm e n t in  Nevada law . F u r th e r , th is  s tudy  endeavored to  advance 
suggested  a l t e r a t io n s  an d /o r a d d itio n s  to  th e  law designed e x p re ss ly  
to  a s s i s t  l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs  to  b e t te r  cope w ith  th e  p r o f i l e .
I n i t i a l l y ,  th e  design  o f  the  study  c a lle d  fo r  th e  review  o f 
l i t e r a t u r e  fo r  th e  purpose o f id e n t i fy in g  n a tio n a l e f f o r ts  to  study  
th e  problem o f  v io len ce  and d is ru p tio n  in  sch o o ls . From t h i s ,  a 
l i s t i n g  o f 40 v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behaviors was sy n th e s ize d  fo r  
use in  th is  s tu d y . An in stru m en t was then developed to  c o l l e c t  data
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from Nevada school a d m in is tra to rs  on the  e x te n t  to  which each o f  th e  
behav io rs rep re se n te d  a d is ru p t iv e  in flu e n ce  on t h e i r  campus during  
the  1976-77 school y e a r .  These d a ta  were then  t re a te d  fo r  th e  e n t i r e  
po p u latio n  as well as responden t groups according  to  s e le c te d  demo­
grap h ic  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s .  A p r o f i le  o f  th e  20 most im portan t o f 
th ese  behav io rs was then  co n s tru c te d  and su b seq u en tly , th e  n ine most 
im p o rtan t v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behaviors from th a t  p r o f i le  were 
a p p lie d  to  an a n a ly s is  o f  Nevada s ta tu to r y  law to  determ ine th e i r  
lev e l o f  trea tm en t in  th e  law. F in a lly , and con ta ined  w ith in  th is  
c h a p te r ,  a s e r ie s  o f  recommendations a re  o ffe re d  w ith  th e  in te n t  and 
purpose o f a s s i s t in g  l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs  to  b e t t e r  cope w ith 
th e  p r o f i le  w ith in  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  law .
Summary o f  Findings
The study was d iv id ed  in to  two prim ary components to  a id  in  
o rg an iz in g  and re p o r tin g  the  f in d in g s . A ccord ingly , th e  purpose o f 
each component was d e fin ed  by an a p p ro p r ia te  resea rch  h y p o th es is .
The P r o f i l e  Development Component
The p r o f i le  component o f  th e  study  was founded upon the
fo llow ing  re se a rch  h y p o th esis :
The p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  beh av io r p re se n t in  
Nevada sc h o o ls , as rep o r ted  by l in e  school a d m in is tr a to r s ,  
i s  s im ila r  to  t h a t  o ccu rrin g  n a tio n a lly ,  as rep o r ted  in  
th e  l i t e r a t u r e .
Three complementary q u estio n s  s tru c tu re d  th e  a p p lic a tio n  o f f in d in g s  
to  t h is  rese a rch  h y p o th esis :
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1. What is  the  p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behavior 
in  Nevada schools?
2. Do s e le c te d  demographic c h a ra c te r i s t ic s  o f  respondent 
l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs  have an e f f e c t  on th e  
Nevada p ro f i le ?
3. To what e x te n t i s  the  p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  
behav io r in  Nevada schools s im ila r  to  n a tio n a l t re n d s ,
as rep o rted  in  th e  l i t e r a tu r e ?
In accordance w ith the  focus o f  the  resea rch  h y p o th es is , the  fo llow ­
ing summary o f f in d in g s  i s  p resen ted :
1. The Nevada p r o f i le  contained  four (4) major groupings of
behaviors according  to  t h e i r  mean d is ru p tio n  sc o re s .
Group 1 con tained  3 behaviors rep o rted  to  be th e  most 
d is ru p t iv e  by l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs .  Contained in  
Group 1 were behaviors dea lin g  w ith s tu d e n t a ttendance  
and classroom  d is ru p tio n .
A. Tard iness
B. T ru an cy /c lass  c u tt in g
C. Classroom d is ru p tio n
Group 2 contained  two (2) behaviors which a re  g e n e ra lly  
a t t r ib u te d  to  th e  ac tio n s  o f  an in d iv id u a l s tu d e n t .
A. P ro fan ity /o b scen e  language/verbal abuse
B. In su b o rd in a tio n /d iso b ed ien ce  toward s t a f f  member
Group 3 co n ta ined  behaviors which tend to  be somewhat more 
o v e rt in  t h e i r  d isru p tiv e n e ss  than  th o se  behav io rs contained  
in  th e  previous two groups.
A. S te a lin g /la rc e n y  o f  s tu d e n t p roperty
B. A ssau lt an d /o r b a tte ry  o f  s tu d e n t
C. School p ro p erty  d e s tru c tio n
D. School bus d is ru p tio n
F in a lly , Group 4 contained  the  balance o f th e  behaviors 
contained  w ith in  th e  p r o f i le  and rep re se n ts  a wide v a r ie ty  o f
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d is ru p tiv e  in flu e n ce s .
A. L o ite r in g /tre s p a ss  on campus
B. Smoking
C. S te a l in g /la rc e n y  o f school p roperty
D. Cheating
E. Window g lass  breakage
F. S te a lin g /la rc e n y  o f s t a f f  member's p roperty
G. E x to rtion
H. D isturbance caused by m alicious rumor
I .  Burglary
J . Drug po ssess io n /u se  on campus 
K. F alse  f i r e  alarm
2. The se le c te d  demographic c h a ra c te r i s t ic s  u t i l iz e d  in  th is  
study  had an in flu en ce  on th e  p r o f i l e ,  although i t  was noted 
th a t  no one s p e c i f ic  group responded in  a manner c o n s is te n tly  
in  o p p o sitio n  to  t h e i r  c o u n te rp a rts  across a l l  p r o f i le  
b eh av io rs . For example, ru ra l a d m in is tra to rs  did not 
c o n s is te n tly  c o n tr a d ic t ,  ac ross a l l  b eh av io rs , t h e i r  urban 
c o u n te rp a rts .
3 . With one ex cep tio n , the  Nevada p r o f i l e ,  as rep o rted  by l in e  
school a d m in is tra to rs ,  was not s u b s ta n t ia l ly  d i f f e r e n t  from 
th a t  rep o rted  in  the  l i t e r a t u r e  as o ccurring  n a tio n a lly .
The Nevada p r o f i le  assigned very low d is ru p tio n  scores to  
v io le n t  crimes a g a in s t the  person ( e .g . ,  hom icide, sexual 
a tta c k  and gang w a rfa re ). This was g e n e ra lly  c o n tra ry  to  
th e  occurrence o f such behaviors as rep o rted  (and widely 
p u b lic ized ) in  the  l i t e r a t u r e .  P resen t in  th e  p r o f i le ,  
and a lso  h ighly  v i s ib le  throughout the  l i t e r a t u r e  were the 
behaviors such as tru an cy , d iso b ed ien ce , and a c ts  o f 
vandalism  which ranked high on th e  Nevada p r o f i le .
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Xn summary, th e  p r o f i le  component o f  th is  study  e s ta b lis h e d  a 
l i s t i n g  o f 20 v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behaviors occu rrin g  in  schools 
throughout the  S ta te  o f  Nevada. This p r o f i le  showed general a p p lic a ­
b i l i t y  to  the  e n ti r e  s t a t e ;  b u t ,  as evidenced by th e  a n a ly s is  of 
groupings o f respondents based upon se le c te d  demographic c h a ra c te r i s ­
t i c s ,  i t  i s  in ap p ro p ria te  to  lab e l any one lo c a le  o r grade lev e l w ith 
th is  p r o f i le .  F in a lly , the  Nevada p r o f i le  was determ ined to  be 
c lo s e ly  a sso c ia ted  w ith what was g en e ra lly  rep o rted  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  
to  be o ccurring  nationw ide.
The S ta tu to ry  A nalysis Component
The second component o f  th e  study was founded upon th e
fo llow ing research  h y p o th esis :
Recommendations fo r  a l t e r a t io n  o f  an d /o r a d d itio n s  to  
Nevada s ta tu to ry  law can be assembled w ith the  i n te n t  o f 
provid ing  l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs  w ith  a s s is ta n c e  in  
coping w ith the  p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d isru p tiv e  behavior 
p rese n t in  Nevada sch o o ls .
Two complementary q u estio n s  s tru c tu re d  the  a p p lic a tio n  o f  fin d in g s  to
th is  research  hypo th esis :
1. Applying the  Nevada p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  
behavior to  the  a n a ly s is  o f  Nevada s ta tu to r y  law , 
what p ro v is io n s  a re  included  which a s s i s t  l in e  school 
a d m in is tra to rs  to  cope w ith  t h a t  p ro f i le ?
2. What recommendations can be made toward the  development 
o f  s ta tu te s  designed to  a s s i s t  l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs  
b e t te r  cope w ith  the  p r o f i le  o f v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  
behavior p rese n t in  Nevada schools?
In accordance w ith th e  focus of th e  resea rch  h y p o th es is , th e  fo llow ­
ing summary o f f in d in g s  i s  p resen ted :
1. P rov ision  fo r  th e  o p e ra tio n  of a system fo r  p u b lic  
education  in  Nevada was determ ined to  have a s tro n g
R eprodu ced  with perm ission  of th e copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .
93
foundation  in  Nevada law. I t  was fu r th e r  determ ined th a t  
th e  a u th o r i ty  fo r  the  o p e ra tio n  o f  education  is  unquestion­
ab ly  lo ca ted  in  th e  l e g i s la t u r e ,  a lthough the  l e g i s la tu re  
has deemed i t  a p p ro p r ia te  to  p lace  much o f  th is  power in  
th e  hands o f  lo ca l boards. With t h is  power comes the  
s ta tu to ry -a u th o r iz e d  r ig h t  fo r  boards to  e s ta b l is h  and 
en fo rce  ru le s  fo r  th e  m aintenance o f  sc h o o ls . F in a lly ,  
th e  s ta tu te s  a llow  boards th e  r ig h t  to  empower a d m in is tra ­
to rs  to  a c t  in  t h e i r  b e h a lf  in  th e  enforcem ent o f  r u le s ;  
th e  board may o r may no t do t h i s .
Line school a d m in is tra to rs  rec e iv e  t h e i r  s tro n g e s t  
b a s is  o f  a u th o r i ty  fo r  the  co n tro l o f  v io len ce  and 
d is ru p tio n  in  t h e i r  schools in  two p ro v is io n s , a lthough 
i t  was noted th a t  both p ro v is io n s  were determ ined to  be 
n o n -sp e c if ic  in  d e ta i l  o f  what behav io rs a re  covered under 
t h is  assig n ed  a u th o r i ty .  The f i r s t  p ro v is io n , as mentioned 
above, allow s boards to  empower p r in c ip a ls  to  c a rry  out t h e i r  
d e s ir e s .  The second p ro v is io n  allow s fo r  p r in c ip a ls  to  have 
such powers as a re  necessary  fo r  th e  p ro te c tio n  and d i s c i ­
p l in e  o f  c h ild re n .
When NRS was analyzed w ith regard  to  th e  n ine most 
v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behaviors (Groups 1 , 2 and 3) o f  the  
Nevada p r o f i le ,  p r in c ip a ls  rece iv ed  s p e c i f ic  (by name) 
a u th o r i ty  to  cope w ith th o se  in d iv id u a l behaviors in  a 
number o f  c a se s , w h ile  in  regard  to  o th e r  behaviors in  
th e  p r o f i l e ,  p r in c ip a ls  rece iv ed  lim ite d  o r no a s s is ta n c e .
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In  summary, p r in c ip a ls  have a firm  s ta tu to r y - c o n s t i tu te d  
b a s is  fo r  coping w ith d is ru p tio n  r e la te d  to  incid en ces  
in c lu d in g  th e  use o f p ro fa n i ty ,  a s s a u l t  o f s tu d e n ts ,  
d e s tru c tio n  o f  school p ro p e r ty , and d is tu rb an c e s  on 
d is t r ic t -p r o v id e d  t r a n s p o r ta t io n .  To a somewhat l e s s e r  
deg ree , p r in c ip a ls  a re  allowed to  a c t  in  cases o f  a t t e n ­
dance i r r e g u la r i t y  and th e  t h e f t  o f  s tu d e n t  p ro p e r ty .
F in a lly ,  p r in c ip a ls  a re  provided vague o r n o n -sp e c if ic  
t re a tm e n t in  m atte rs  d ea lin g  w ith  in su b o rd in a tio n  and 
classroom  d is ru p t io n .
2. Recommendations fo r  a d d itio n  a n d /o r a l t e r a t io n  o f  Nevada 
s ta tu te s  to  a s s i s t  l in e  school a d m in is tra to rs  b e t t e r  cope 
w ith th e  p r o f i le  a re  included  in  th e  "Recommendations" 
s e c t io n  o f th is  c h a p te r .
C onclusions
In l i g h t  o f  th e  f in d in g s  o f  th is  s tu d y , th e  fo llow ing  can be 
conceded:
1. The p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behav io r determ ined
to  be o ccu rrin g  in  Nevada schoo ls i s  s im ila r  to  t h a t  rep o rted  
to  be o ccu rrin g  throughout the  n a tio n .
2. No c o n s is te n t  p a tte rn  among responden t groups, based upon 
th e  demographic c h a ra c te r i s t ic s  s e le c te d ,  was ev idenced , 
although  beh av io r-b y -b eh av io r a n a ly s is  (se e  C hapter 4) showed 
some s u b tle  t re n d s . T h e refo re , i t  was fu r th e r  concluded t h a t ,  
reg a rd le s s  o f  th e  popu latio n  served  o r grade lev e l s e rv ic e d .
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the  p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behavior rep o rted  
h e re in  i s  g e n e ra lly  a p p lic a b le  to  the  e n t i r e  s t a t e ,  y e t 
in a p p ro p r ia te  to  any one popu lation  c e n te r  an d /o r grade 
l e v e l .
3. Education rec e iv es  s u b s ta n tia l  su p p o rt in  Nevada law w ith 
allow ances made fo r  d e leg a tio n  o f  rule-m aking r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  
to  boards who may, through th e i r  re g u la t io n s ,  empower 
p r in c ip a ls  to  a c t  in  t h e i r  b e h a lf  fo r  enforcem ent purposes 
and th e  m aintenance o f s a fe ty  and d i s c ip l in e  o f  s tu d e n ts .
4 . P r in c ip a ls ,  by name, a re  m entioned in  only  a very lim ite d  
number o f  p ro v is io n s  in  NRS w ith  reg ard  to  th e  Nevada p r o f i le  
o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  b eh av io r, y e t  a re  assigned  sub­
s ta n t ia l  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  in  the  m aintenance and o p e ra tio n  o f 
sc h o o ls .
5 . The school p r in c ip a l 's  a b i l i ty  to  cope w ith th e  most im portan t 
o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behaviors p re se n t in  Nevada schools 
could be stren g th en ed  by some recommendations fo r  a l t e r a t io n s  
a n d /o r ad d itio n s  to  NRS.
6 . Some behaviors ( e . g . ,  vandalism , p ro fa n ity )  which rank as 
ex trem ely  im portan t in  the  Nevada p r o f i le  have rece ived  
e x te n s iv e  coverage in  th e  s t a t u t e s ,  y e t  p e r s i s t  as a 
d is ru p t iv e  in flu e n ce  on th e  campus.
Recommendati ons
1. Given th e  p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p t iv e  behavior e s ta b lis h e d  
in  t h i s  d i s s e r ta t io n ,  a ttem pts to  fu r th e r  d e fin e  and understand
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the  occurrence o f  those  behaviors through e f f o r ts  designed to  
q u a n tify  t h e i r  occurrence a re  recommended.
2. Extended a n a ly s is  o f  th e  in flu e n ce  of demographic c h a ra c te r i s t ic s  
( e . g . ,  e th n ic /c u l tu r a l  b ia s )  of the  Nevada p r o f i le  o f  v io le n t  
and d is ru p tiv e  behavior i s  recommended.
3. I t  i s  assumed th a t  th e  re g u la tio n s  o f the  17 boards o f  school 
t ru s te e s  throughout the  s ta t e  a re  r e f le c t iv e  o f  need to  allow  
fo r  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  e x e rc ise  o f power and a u th o r i ty  fo r  the  
co n tro l o f  v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  behavior under th e  p ro v is io n s  
o f 391.210. The study o f  th ese  reg u la tio n s  fo r  purposes o f 
determ ining  the  lev e l o f  support provided to  l in e  school 
ad m in is tra to rs  in  coping w ith  th ese  m atters  i s  recommended.
4. Study o f  the  to ta l  ro le  o f  a school p r in c ip a l beyond th e  con­
s t r a in t s  o f  the  p r o f i le  behaviors addressed h e re in  i s  recommended.
5. In  l ig h t  o f th e  p r o f i le  o f im portan t v io le n t  and d is ru p tiv e  
behaviors e s ta b lis h e d  by th is  study and th e  subsequent a n a ly s is  
o f  Nevada law, th e  fo llow ing recommendations a re  o ffe re d :
A. PM  th e  word " s h a ll"  in  the  place o f "may" in  the  t e x t  o f 
391.210 ("T ru stees  may empower a d m in is tra to rs ,  p r in c ip a ls  
and te a c h e rs " ) ,  w hile in su rin g  the in te g r i ty  o f  th e  rem ainder 
o f  the  p ro v is io n .
R a tio n a le : The purpose o f  th is  study  was to  s tre n g th e n  
th e  b a s is  fo r  p r in c ip a ls  to  a c t  d e c is iv e ly  in  m a tte rs  of 
school d is ru p tio n . This change would provide fo r  power 
toward th is  g o a l.
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B. PM  th e  words "school p r in c ip a l"  under th e  d e f in i t io n s  of 
words and terms in  193.010, su b sec tio n  16 to  d e f in i te ly  
make the  person an o f f ic e r  or pu b lic  o f f i c e r .
R ationa le : This ad d itio n  would add c o n tin u ity  to  NRS
and a ff irm s the  p o s it io n  o f p r in c ip a ls  as a s ta tu to ry  
fu n c tio n ary  o f th e  s ta t e .
C. D elete truancy from the  " c h ild  in  need o f  su p erv is io n " 
c la s s i f i c a t io n  o f  201.090, su b sec tio n  11, and, once ag a in , 
a ssig n  i t  to  th e  "de linquen t"  c la s s i f i c a t io n .
R atio n a le : S ince 1973, truancy  has been a CHINS
o ffe n se ; y e t ,  truancy  ranks f i r s t  in  th e  Nevada p r o f i le .
I f  law i s  to  have an in flu en ce  on in a p p ro p r ia te  b eh av io r, 
s tren g th en in g  o f  th is  p ro v is io n  seems a p p ro p r ia te .
D. th e  ap p ro p ria te  monetary c o n s id e ra tio n  which rep re se n ts  
th e  lo ss  which would have been su s ta in ed  under ADA to  the  
S ta te  fo r  absences covered under 392.210 and 392.220.
R atio n a le : I t  i s  reasoned th a t  under ADM, s t a f f  and
se rv ic e s  a re  provided reg a rd le s s  o f  a s tu d e n t 's  d a ily  
a tten d an ce . When t ru a n t  as a r e s u l t  o f  p a ren t a c tio n , 
unlawful employment, and /o r o u ts id e  a b b e tin g , i t  i s  only 
reasonab le  th a t  th a t  in d iv id u a l should s u s ta in  t h is  lo ss  
(w aste ).
E. A ^  an a p p ro p ria te  p ro v is io n  fo r  the  co n tro l o f  s tu d e n ts  
found to  be " h a b itu a lly  d is ru p tiv e "  to  cover not only 
classroom  d is ru p tio n , but in su b o rd in a tio n  and disobedience 
in  the sch o o l. This a l te r a t io n  would re q u ire  ad d itio n s  to :
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in  sch o o l";
2) 201.090, su b sec tio n  10 by adding " h a b itu a lly  d is ru p ­
t iv e  in  sch o o l" ; and
3) under 392, allow ing fo r  assignm ent o f th e  " h a b itu a lly  
d is ru p tiv e "  t i t l e  and p en a lty  as in  392.140 (h a b itu a l ly  
t r u a n t ) .
R atio n a le : This to p ic  was su b je c t  only to  vague lim ite d
previous coverage in  th e  s ta t u te s ,  y e t ,  was id e n t i f i e d  was 
an im portan t behavior in  th e  p r o f i le .
6 . As a r e s u l t  o f  th e  d e te rm in a tio n  th a t  some o f th e  most im portan t 
behaviors w ith in  th e  Nevada p r o f i le  has rece iv ed  s u b s ta n t ia l  
trea tm en t in  th e  s ta t u te s ,  a llow ing fo r  d e c is iv e  a c tio n  on the  
p a r t  o f  a d m in is tra to rs ,  i t  i s  recommended th a t  fu r th e r  s tudy be 
conducted to  determ ine why t h e i r  a p p lic a tio n  ( th e  s ta tu te s )  has 
proven o f  so l i t t l e  success an d /o r what o th e r  techn iques m ight be 
employed in  coping w ith  and re so lv in g  th is  d is ru p t iv e  in flu e n ce  
on Nevada school campuses.
Final Comment
This d i s s e r ta t io n  i s  r e p re s e n ta tiv e  o f  both an academic 
cha llen g e  and the  a u th o r 's  d e s ire  to  address a problem a rea  o f  v i ta l  
personal i n t e r e s t .  By d e s ig n , th is  study  r e p re s e n ts ,  however l im ite d ,  
a concerted  e f f o r t  to  propose a so lu t io n  to  t h i s  p ress in g  problem in  
Nevada sch o o ls . I t  i s  openly and o p t im is t ic a l ly  hoped th a t  through 
t h is  and o th e r  r e la te d  e f f o r ts  school p r in c ip a ls  may again  r e tu rn  to  
t h e i r  prim ary ro le  o f  in s t ru c t io n a l  le a d e rsh ip .
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APPENDIX B 
INSTRUMENTATION*
*Note: Due to  th e  n a tu re  o f  the  in s tru m e n t, a fa c s im ile  
l i s t i n g  o f  th e  40 behaviors cards and the  answer card  has been 
included  in  p lace  o f  th e  ac tu a l cards i l l u s t r a t e d  on the  in s t ru c t io n  
s h e e ts .  The yellow  grouping cards have a ls o  been om itted  f o r  the  
sake o f binding  c o n s id e ra t io n s .
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2 DRUG SALES ON CAMPUS
3 BURGLARY
Explanation: I l l e g a l  en try
o f  b u ild in g  w ith i n te n t  to  




7 STEALING/LARCENY OF STUDENT 
PROPERTY
Example: T h e ft from s tu d e n t 
lo c k e rs ,  t h e f t  o f  CB's from 
autos parked in  school l o t ,  
t h e f t  o f  c la s s  p ro je c ts
8 SEXUAL ATTACK OF SiAFF MEMBER
9 HOMICIDE OF STUDENT
10 DISTURBANCE CAUSED BY 
MALICIOUS RUMOR
11 TRUANCY/CLASS CUTTING
12 RACIAL TENSION AND UNREST
13 FALSE EIRE ALARM
14 ROBBERY ON CAMPUS
E xplanation: Robbery as d is ­
tin g u ish e d  from s te a l in g /  
la rcen y  in  t h a t  robbery occurs 
when p ro p erty  i s  taken  from an 
in d iv id u a l in  h i s /h e r  immediate 
po ssessio n  by means o f  fo rc e  or 
fe a r
15 HOMICIDE OF STAFF MEMBER
16 FIRE DAMAGE (n o t due to  m alfunc­
t io n  o f  equipment or b u ild in g ) 
Examples: B u ild ing  a rso n ,
garbage-can f i r e s
17 PROFANITY/OBSCENE LANGUAGE 
VERBAL ABUSE (Used by 
s tu d e n t a g a in s t  s t a f f  
member o r  an o th e r s tu d e n t)
18 INTER-SCHOOL RIVALRY 
Example: U nrest a t  e x tr a ­
c u r r ic u la r  a c t i v i t i e s  such 
as a th l e t i c  even ts
19 SMOKING 
E xplanation: Smoking on
campus when not allowed o r 
smoking in  a reas  o th e r  than 
those  a u th o rize d  fo r  such 
a c t i  vi ty
20 SCHOOL PROPERTY DESTRUCTION 
(Other than  window g la s s  
and as an in te n t io n a l  a c t ,  
no t a c c id e n ta l)
Examples: O b scen ities  
w r i tte n  o r p a in ted  on w a lls , 
equipment vandalism , book 
m istrea tm en t, d is ru p tio n  o f 
school records
21 STEALING/LARCENY OF STAFF 
MEMBER'S PROPERTY 
Examples: T h eft from 
a u to s , item s taken  from 
te a c h e r 's  desk
22 SEXUAL ATTACK OF STUDENT
23 EXTORTION 
E xplanation: Wrongful use 
o f  f e a r  to  o b ta in  consen t 
o f  o th er
Example: P ro te c t io n
ra c k e t
24 ASSAULT AND/OR BATTERY OF 
STAFF MEMBER (Excluding use 
o f  weapon o r w ith  sexual 
in te n t)
E xp lanation : An a c t  o f  one 
person a g a in s t  a s t a f f  mem­
ber which e i t h e r  evokes f e a r  
in  th e  s t a f f  member and /o r 
in clu d es  a c tu a l p hysica l 
co n ta c t
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25 RIOT
E xplanation: Three o r more
persons assem bled to g e th e r  
o f  t h e i r  own a u th o r i ty  w ith 
an in te n t  m utually  to  a s s i s t  
each o th e r  a g a in s t  any who 
show o p p o sitio n
26 ASSAULT AND/OR BATTERY OF 
STUDENT (Excluding use o f  
weapon o r w ith  sexual in te n t )  
E xp lanation : An a c t  o f  one 
person a g a in s t  a s tu d e n t 
which e i th e r  evokes f e a r  in  
the  s tu d e n t an d /o r in clu d es  
ac tu a l p hysical c o n ta c t
27 LOITER/TRESPASS ON CAMPUS 
E xp lanation : L ingering  by
in d iv id u a l s tu d e n t o r  o th e r ­
w ise on campus w ith i n te n t  to  
cause d is ru p tio n  o f school 
ro u ti  ne
28 CLASSROOM DISRUPTION 
Examples: Lying by s tu d e n ts ,
n on-p reparedness, ho rsep lay
29 DRUG POSSESSION/USE ON CAMPUS 
(Excluding a lco h o l)
30 STEALING/LARCENY OF SCHOOL 
PROPERTY
Examples: T h e ft o f  to o ls ,  
su p p lie s  o r  equipment
31 SCHOOL BUS DISRUPTION 
Examples: F ig h tin g , d i s ­
t r a c t in g  d r iv e r ,  throw ing 
item s o u t o f  window
32 MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATION 
VIOLATIONS ON CAMPUS 
Examples: Speeding, auto 
a c c id e n ts
33 INSUBORDINATION/DIS- 
OBEDIENCE TO SCHOOL 
OFFICIAL
34 UNAUTHORIZED RITUAL/ 
FRATERNAL ORGANIZATION 
ACTIVITIES
Examples: Hazing, r id ic u ­
lous t r i c k s ,  p ra c t ic a l  
jokes
35 WINDOW GLASS BREAKAGE 
( In te n t io n a l ,  no t acciden­
t a l )
36 GAMBLING ON CAMPUS
37 ALCOHOL POSSESSION/USE ON 
CAMPUS
38 GANG WARFARE
39 MISUSE OF SCHOOL DOCUMENTS 
Examples: A lte r in g  r e p o r t  
c a rd s , unau thorized  use of 
c o rr id o r  p a sse s , f a l s if y in g  
en ro llm en t records
40 TARDINESS
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SYSTEM University o f  Nevada o University o f  Nevada o Desert Research Institute @ C om m unity College Division  R eno Las Vegas
Dr. Ed Dodson, P ro fe sso r a t  UNR and Executive S e c re ta ry  o f  NASA; Tom B ea tty , 
A s s is ta n t  D i s t r i c t  A ttorney  in  C lark  County; and I ,  as a p ro fe s so r  a t  UNLV, jo in  
in  su p p o rt o f  Bob McCord's d o c to ra l d i s s e r ta t io n  re se a rch  on d is ru p t iv e  behavior 
fac in g  Nevada school a d m in is tra to rs .  We encourage your su p p o rt by re tu rn in g  th e  
anonymous Answer Card.
A co n certed  e f f o r t  has been made to  m ain tain  anonymity o f  in d iv id u a l r e ­
spondents and in d iv id u a l school d i s t r i c t s  w ith in  th e  s t a t e .  I t  i s  n o t th e  in te n t  
o f  t h i s  study  to  re p o r t  on d is ru p tio n  in  a p a r t i c u l a r  school o r school d i s t r i c t ,  
but only to  develop a p r o f i le  f o r  th e  e n t i r e  s t a t e .  You a re  in v ite d  to  w ri te  Mr. 
McCord a t  th e  enclosed  add ress  i f  you would l ik e  to  have a personal copy o f th e  
r e s u l ts  s e n t  to  you.
During th e  p a s t  decade, much has been w r itte n  abou t d is ru p tio n  on th e  n a tio n 's  
school campuses, y e t  very few s tu d ie s  have been conducted using  school adm inis­
t r a t o r s  f o r  g a th e r in g  in fo rm a tio n . Bob McCord's study  i s  in tended  to  address t h i s  
very  im portan t is s u e  from th e  s ta n d p o in t o f  Nevada school a d m in is tr a to r s .  Your 
responses w ill  be combined w ith  th o se  o f  o th e r  Nevada school a d m in is tra to rs  to  
develop a p r o f i le  o f  im portan t d is ru p t iv e  behavior fo r  Nevada sch o o ls . This p ro ­
f i l e  w il l  then  be ap p lied  to  th e  development o f  a proposed Safe Schools Act fo r  
Nevada, s p e c i f ic a l l y  designed  to  help  school a d m in is tra to rs  b e t t e r  cope w ith  t h i s  
im portan t problem.
F in a lly ,  as in  any re se a rch  o f  t h i s  s o r t ,  a 100% re tu rn  i s  v i t a l l y  im portan t. 
Your p a r t i c ip a t io n  i s  encouraged and may indeed r e s u l t  in  some p o s it iv e  a c tio n s  
designed  to  a s s i s t  a l l  school a d m in is tra to rs  th roughou t th e  s t a t e .
Thank you f o r  your h e lp .
S in c e re ly ,
George J .  Samson, Ph.D.
Department o f  Educational A d m in istra tion
405 Marsh Avenue •  R eno, Nevada 895 0 9  «  (7 0 2 ) 784-4901
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62.040 E xclusive o r ig in a l j u r i s d ic t io n  o f  c o u r t .  [E ffe c tiv e  u n til  
Ju ly  1, 1976.]
1. Except as o therw ise  provided in  t h is  c h a p te r , th e  c o u rt sh a ll  
have e x c lu siv e  o r ig in a l  j u r i s d ic t io n  in  proceedings:
(a) Concerning any c h ild  l iv in g  or found w ith in  th e  county who is  
neg lec ted  because:
(1) He has been abandoned by h is  p a re n ts ,  g u a rd ian , o r o th e r  
cu sto d ian ;
(2) He i s  w ith o u t p roper p a ren ta l ca re  and c o n tro l ,  o r su b s is ten c e , 
ed u ca tio n , m edical o r o th e r  ca re  o r co n tro l n ecessary  fo r  h is  w ell­
being because o f  th e  f a u l t s  o r  h a b its  o f  h is  p a re n ts ,  guard ian  or o th er 
custo d ian  o r t h e i r  n eg lec t o r  r e f u s a l ,  when ab le  to  do so , to  provide 
them;
(3) His p a re n ts ,  guard ian , o r o th er  cu stod ian  a re  unable to  d i s ­
charge t h e i r  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  to  and fo r  th e  c h ild  because o f  in c a r ­
c e ra t io n ,  h o s p ita l iz a t io n  o r o th er physical o r mental in c a p a c ity ;  o r
(4) He has been p laced f o r  care  or adoption  in  v io la t io n  o f law.
(b) Concerning any c h ild  l iv in g  o r found w ith in  th e  county who i s  in  
need o f  su p e rv is io n  because he:
(1) I s  a c h ild  who i s  su b je c t  to  compulsory school a ttendance  and 
i s  an h a b itu a l t ru a n t  from school ;
(2) H a b itu a lly  disobeys the  reasonab le  and law ful demands o f  h is  
p a re n ts ,  g u ard ian , or o th e r  c u s to d ian , and i s  unmanageable; or
(3) D ese rts , abandons o r  runs away from h is  home o r  usual p lace  o f  
abode, and i s  in  need o f ca re  o r  r e h a b i l i t a t io n .  Such a c h ild  sh a ll  
no t be considered  a d e lin q u e n t.
(c) Concerning any c h ild  l iv in g  o r found w ith in  th e  county who has 
committed a d e lin q u en t a c t .  A c h ild  commits a d e lin q u en t a c t  i f  he:
(1) Commits an a c t  desig n a ted  a crime under th e  law o f the  S ta te  o f
Nevada, o r who v io la te s  a county o r m unicipal o rd inance o r any ru le  o r
re g u la tio n  having the fo rc e  and e f f e c t  o f  law ; or
(2) V io late s  the  terms o r  c o n d itio n s  o f  an o rd e r  o f  c o u rt  determ in­
ing  th a t  he i s  a c h ild  in  need o f  su p e rv is io n .
(d) Concerning any c h ild  in  need o f  commitment to  an i n s t i t u t io n  fo r  
th e  m en tally  re ta rd e d .
2. Nothing contained  in  th is  ch ap ter sh a ll  dep riv e  o th e r  co u rts  o f 
the  r ig h t  to  determ ine th e  custody o f  c h ild ren  upon w r i ts  o f  habeas 
co rpus, o r to  determ ine th e  custody o r g u ard iansh ip  o f  c h ild re n  in  
d iv o rce  o r dom estic r e la t io n s  case s .
52.040 Exclusive o r ig in a l  ju r i s d ic t io n  o f  c o u r t .  [E ffe c tiv e  Ju ly  1,
1976.]
1. Except as otherw ise  provided in  th is  c h a p te r , th e  c o u rt has 
e x c lu s iv e  o r ig in a l  j u r i s d ic t io n  in  proceedings:
(a) Concerning any c h ild  l iv in g  o r  found w ith in  th e  county who is  
neg lec ted  because:
(1) He has been abandoned by h is  p a re n ts ,  g u ard ian , o r o th er  
cu sto d ian ;
(2) He i s  w ithou t p roper p a ren ta l ca re  and c o n tro l ,  o r su b s is te n c e , 
ed u catio n , medical or o th e r  care  o r c o n tro l necessary  fo r  h is  w e ll­
being because o f  th e  f a u l t s  o r  h a b its  o f h is  p a re n ts ,  guard ian  or o th er 
cu stod ian  o r t h e i r  n e g le c t o r r e f u s a l ,  when a b le  to  do so , to  provide them;
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(3) His p a re n ts ,  guard ian , o r  o th er cu stod ian  a re  unable to  d i s ­
charge t h e i r  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  to  and fo r  the  c h ild  because o f in c a r ­
c e ra t io n ,  h o s p ita l iz a t io n  o r o th e r  physical o r mental in c a p a c ity ;  or
(4) He has been placed fo r  care  o r adoption  in  v io la t io n  o f law.
(b) Concerning any c h ild  l iv in g  o r  found w ith in  the  county who is  in  
need o f su p e rv is io n  because he:
(1) I s  a c h ild  who i s  s u b je c t to  compulsory school a tten d an ce  and 
i s  an h a b itu a l t ru a n t  from schoo l;
(2) H ab itu a lly  disobeys the  reasonab le  and law ful demands o f h is  
p a re n ts ,  g u a rd ian , o r o th e r  cu s to d ia n , and i s  unmanageable; o r
(3) D e se r ts , abandons o r runs away from his home o r usual place o f 
abode, and i s  in  need o f  care  or r e h a b i l i t a t io n .  Such a c h ild  sh a ll  
no t be considered  a d e lin q u e n t.
(c) Concerning any c h ild  l iv in g  o r found w ith in  the  county who has 
committed a d e lin q u en t a c t .  A c h ild  commits a d e lin q u en t a c t  i f  he:
(1) Commits an a c t  d esigna ted  a crime under th e  law o f the  S ta te  o f
Nevada, o r  who v io la te s  a county o r m unicipal ord inance o r  any ru le  or
r e g u la tio n  having the  fo rc e  and e f f e c t  o f law ; o r
(2) V io la te s  th e  terms or c o n d itio n s  o f an o rd er o f c o u rt determ in­
ing  th a t  he i s  a c h ild  in  need o f su p e rv is io n .
(d) Concerning any c h ild  in  need o f  commitment to  an i n s t i t u t io n  fo r  
th e  m en ta lly  re ta rd e d .
2. This c h a p te r  does not d eprive o th e r c o u rts  o f  th e  r ig h t  to  d e te r ­
mine the  custody o f  ch ild ren  upon w r its  o f habeas co rpus, o r  to  d e te r ­
mine the  custody or g uard iansh ip  o f c h ild re n  in  d iv o rce  o r dom estic 
r e la t io n s  c a se s .
3. This c h a p te r  does not deprive  j u s t i c e s '  c o u rts  and m unicipal 
co u rts  in  any county having a p o pu lation  o f  200,000 o r more, as d e te r ­
mined by the  l a s t  preceding n a tio n a l census o f  th e  Bureau o f  th e  Census 
o f  th e  United S ta te s  Department o f  Commerce, o f  o r ig in a l  ju r i s d ic t io n  
to  t ry  ju v e n ile s  charged w ith minor t r a f f i c  v io la t io n s  but:
(a) The r e s t r i c t i o n s  s e t  fo r th  in  su b sec tio n  3 o f  NRS 52.170 a re  
a p p lic a b le  in  such proceed ings; and
Cb) Such j u s t i c e s '  co u rts  and m unicipal c o u rts  may, upon ad ju d ic a tio n  
o f  g u i l t  o f  such o ffe n se s , r e f e r  any ju v e n ile  to  th e  ju v e n ile  c o u rt fo r  
sen ten c in g  i f  such r e f e r r a l  i s  deemed in  the  b e s t  i n te r e s t  o f  the c h ild  
and where such minor i s  unable to  pay the  f in e  a ssessed  o r has been 
ordered  to  be im prisoned.
In a l l  o th e r  cases p r io r  consent o f  th e  ju v e n ile  c o u rt judge o r judges 
i s  req u ired  before  re fe ren c e  to  the  ju v e n ile  c o u rt many be o rdered .
193.010 Words and terms in  T i t l e  16 o f NRS d e fin e d . In constru ing  
th e  p ro v is io n s  o f T i t l e  16 o f  NRS, save when o therw ise  p la in ly  d ec la red  
o r  c le a r ly  apparen t from the c o n te x t, th e  fo llow ing ru le s  sh a ll  be 
observed :
1. "Boat" sh a ll  include  sh ip s , steam ers and o th e r  s tru c tu re s  adapted 
to  n a v ig a tio n  o r movement from p lace  to  p lace  by w a te r.
2. "Bond" sh a ll  inclu d e  an undertak ing .
3. "B reak," when used in  connection w ith th e  crim e o f b u rg la ry , 
s h a ll  in c lu d e :
(a) Breaking o r v io le n t ly  detaching  any p a r t ,  in te rn a l  o r  e x te rn a l ,  o f 
a b u ild in g .
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(b) Opening, fo r  the  purpose o f  e n te r in g  th e r e in ,  any o u te r  door of a 
b u ild in g  o r o f  any room, apartm ent o r  s e t  o f  apartm ents th e re in  sepa­
r a t e ly  used and occupied , o r  any window, s h u t t e r ,  s c i i t t le  o r o th e r  
th in g  used fo r  covering  o r c lo s in g  any opening th e re to  or t h e r e in ,  or 
which g ives passage from one p a r t  th e re o f  to  a n o th e r.
(c) O btaining en tran ce  in to  such b u ild in g  or apartm ent by any th re a t  
o r  a r t i f i c e ,  used fo r  t h a t  purpose, o r by c o llu s io n  w ith any person 
th e re in .
(d) Entering  such b u ild in g , room o r apartm ent by o r  through any p ip e , 
chimney o r o th e r  opening, o r by excavating  o r d igg ing  through o r under 
a b u ild in g  or th e  w a lls  o r  foundation  th e re o f .
4. "Building" sh a ll  in clu d e  every house, shed , b o a t,  w a te rc r a f t ,  
ra ilw ay  c a r ,  t e n t  o r  booth , whether completed o r n o t ,  s u i ta b le  fo r  
a ffo rd in g  s h e l te r  fo r  any human be ing , o r as a p lace  where any p ro p erty  
i s  o r  sh a ll  be kept fo r  u se , s a le  o r  d e p o s it .
5. "Corrupt" and "c o rru p tly "  sh a ll  im port a wrongful d e s ir e  to  
ac q u ire  o r cause some pecuniary  o r o th e r  advantage to  h im se lf  or 
an o th e r , by th e  person to  whom a p p lic a b le .
6. "Daytime" s h a ll  include  th e  period  between s u n ris e  and su n se t.
7. "Dwelling house" sh a ll  in clu d e  every  b u ild in g  o r s tr u c tu r e  which 
s h a ll  have been u su a lly  occupied by a person lodging  th e re in  a t  n ig h t,  
and whenever i t  s h a ll  be so co n stru c ted  as to  c o n s is t  o f  two o r more 
p a rts  or rooms occupied o r  in tended  to  be occupied , whether perm anently 
o r  tem p o rarily , by d i f f e r e n t  ten a n ts  s e p a ra te ly  by u su a lly  lodging  
th e re in  a t  n ig h t,  o r  fo r  any o th e r  se p a ra te  purpose, each p a r t  sh a ll
be deemed a se p a ra te  dw elling  house o f  th e  te n a n t  occupying th e  same.
8. "E n ter,"  when c o n s ti tu t in g  an elem ent o r  p a r t  o f a c rim e, sh a ll  
in clu d e  the  en tran ce  o f  the  o ffe n d e r , o r  th e  in s e r t io n  o f any p a r t  o f  
h is  body, o r o f  any in stru m en t o r  weapon held  in  h is  hand and used or 
in tended  to  be used to  th re a te n  o r in tim id a te  a perso n , o r  to  detach  or 
remove p ro p erty .
9. " In d ic ted "  and " ind ic tm en t"  sh a ll  in clu d e  "informed a g a in s t"  and 
" in fo rm a tio n " ; and "inform ed a g a in s t"  and "in fo rm ation" s h a ll  include  
" in d ic ted "  and " in d ic tm en t."
10. "Judge" sh a ll  in clu d e  every ju d ic ia l  o f f ic e r  a u th o r iz e d , a lone  or 
w ith  o th e rs ,  to  hold o r p res id e  over a c o u rt o f  reco rd .
11. "Ju ro rs"  sh a ll  in c lu d e  a talesm an , and extend to  ju ro r s  in  a l l  
c o u r ts ,  whether o f  reco rd  o r  n o t.
12. "Knowingly" im ports a knowledge th a t  th e  f a c ts  e x i s t  which con­
s t i t u t e  th e  a c t  o r om ission of a crim e, and does no t re q u ire  knowledge 
o f i t s  un law fulness; knowledge o f any p a r t i c u l a r  f a c t  may be in fe r re d  
from the  knowledge o f  such o th e r  f a c ts  as should p u t an o rd in a r i ly  
pruden t man upon in q u iry .
13. "Malice" and "m alic iously"  s h a ll  im port an e v il  i n te n t ,  wish or 
design  to  vex, annoy o r in ju re  an o th er perso n . M alice may be in fe r re d  
from an a c t  done in  w i l lfu l  d isre g a rd  o f th e  r ig h ts  o f  a n o th e r , o r  an 
a c t  w rongfully  done w ith o u t j u s t  cause o r excuse, o r an a c t  o r om ission 
o f  duty b e tray in g  a w i l lf u l  d isre g a rd  o f s o c ia l  du ty .
14. "N eg lect,"  "n eg lig en ce ,"  " n e g lig e n t,"  and "n e g lig e n tly "  sh a ll  
im port a want o f  such a t te n tio n  to  th e  n a tu re  o r  p robable  consequences 
o f  an a c t  o r om ission as an o rd in a r i ly  p ruden t man u su a lly  e x e rc ise s  
in  h is  own b u s in ess .
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15. "N ighttim e" sh a ll  in clu d e  th e  perio d  between su n se t and s u n r is e .
16. "O ffice r"  and "p u b lic  o f f ic e r "  in clu d e  a l l  o f f i c e r s ,  members and 
employees o f :
(a) The S ta te  o f  Nevada;
(b) Any p o l i t i c a l  su b d iv is io n  o f t h is  s t a t e ;
(c) Any o th e r  sp e c ia l d i s t r i c t ,  p u b lic  c o rp o ra tio n  o r  q u a s i-p u b lic  
c o rp o ra tio n  o f t h is  s t a t e ;  and
(d) Any agency, board or commission e s ta b l is h e d  by th i s  s t a t e  o r any 
o f  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  su b d iv is io n s , and a l l  persons e x e rc is in g  o r  assuming 
to  e x e rc ise  any o f  the  powers o r fu n c tio n s  o f  a p u b lic  o f f i c e r .
17. "Owner" o f any p ro p erty  in clu d es  any person who has a general o r 
sp e c ia l p ro p erty  in  th e  whole o r any p a r t  t h e r e o f ,  o r law ful possessio n  
th e re o f ,  e i t h e r  ac tu a l o r c o n s tru c tiv e .
18. "Person" s h a ll  in c lu d e  a co rp o ra tio n  o r  jo in t - s to c k  a s s o c ia t io n ;  
and whenever i t  i s  us°d to  d e s ig n a te  a p a rty  whose p ro p erty  may be th e  
s u b je c t  o f  an o ffen s . i t  s h a ll  a ls o  in clu d e  th e  s t a t e ,  o r any o th e r  
s t a t e ,  government o r  coun try  which may law fu lly  own p ro p erty  w ith in  
t h is  s t a t e .
19. "Personal property" s h a ll  in c lu d e  dogs and a l l  dom estic anim als 
and b i rd s ,  w a te r , gas and e l e c t r i c i t y ,  a l l  k inds o r  d e s c r ip tio n s  o f 
money, c h a t te ls  and e f f e c t s ,  a l l  in stru m en ts  o r  w r i tin g s  completed and 
ready to  be d e liv e re d  o r issu ed  by th e  m aker, whether a c tu a l ly  d e l i ­
vered o r issu ed  or n o t ,  by which any c la im , p r iv i le g e ,  r ig h t ,  o b lig a ­
t io n  or a u th o r i ty ,  o r any r ig h t  o r  t i t l e  to  p ro p e r ty , rea l o r  p e rs o n a l , 
i s  o r p u rp o rts  to  be, o r upon th e  happening o f  some fu tu re  ev en t may be 
ev idenced , c re a te d , acknowledged, t r a n s fe r r e d ,  in c re a se d , d im in ished , 
encumbered, d e fe a ted , d ischarged  o r  a f f e c te d ,  and every r ig h t  and 
i n t e r e s t  th e r e in .
20. "Prison" s h a ll  mean any p lace  d es ig n a ted  by law fo r  th e  keeping 
o f  persons held  in  custody under p rocess o f  law , o r under law ful a r r e s t .
21. "P riso n e r"  s h a ll  in c lu d e  any person held  in  custody under p rocess 
o f  law, o r  under law ful a r r e s t .
22. "P roperty" s h a ll  in c lu d e  both rea l and personal p ro p e r ty .
23. "Railway" o r  " r a i l ro a d "  s h a ll  in c lu d e  a l l  ra i lw a y s , r a i l ro a d s  and 
s t r e e t  ra ilw a y s , w hether opera ted  by steam , e l e c t r i c i t y  o r any o th e r  
m otive power.
24. "Real property" sh a ll  in c lu d e  every e s t a t e ,  i n t e r e s t  and r ig h t  in  
lan d s , tenem ents and h e red itam en ts , co rp o rea l o r  in c o rp o re a l .
25. "S ig n atu re"  sh a ll  in c lu d e  any memorandum, mark o r s ig n  made w ith 
i n te n t  to  a u th e n tic a te  any in stru m en t o r  w r i t in g ,  o r th e  s u b s c r ip tio n  
o f  any person  th e re to .
26. "W riting" sh a ll  in c lu d e  p r in t in g .
193.155 P en a lty  f o r  p u b lic  o ffe n se  p ro p o rt io n a te  to  value o f  p ro p erty  
a ffe c te d  o r  lo ss  r e s u l t in g  from o f fe n s e . Every person  who is  g u i l ty  o f  
a p u b lic  o ffe n se  p ro p o rtio n a te  to  th e  value o f  th e  p ro p erty  a ffe c te d  o r  
th e  lo ss  r e s u l t in g  from such o ffe n se  s h a ll  be punished as fo llo w s:
1. Where th e  value o f such lo s s  i s  $5,000 o r more o r where th e  damage 
r e s u l ts  in  impairm ent o f p u b lic  comm unication, t ra n s p o r ta t io n  o r p o lic e  
and f i r e  p ro te c tio n ,  by imprisonm ent in  the  s ta t e  p r iso n  fo r  not le s s  
than  1 y ea r nor more than  6 y e a rs ,  o r by a f in e  o f  n o t more than $5 ,000, 
o r by both f in e  and im prisonm ent.
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2. Where th e  value o f  such lo ss  i s  $250 o r more b u t l e s s  than $5,000, 
fo r  a g ross misdemeanor.
3. Where the  value o f  such lo ss  i s  $25 o r  more bu t le s s  than  $250, fo r  
a misdemeanor.
4 . Where th e  value o f  such lo ss  i s  le s s  than  $25, by a f in e  o f  not 
more than $500.
197.090 In te r fe r in g  w ith  p u b lic  o f f i c e r .  Every person who, by means 
o f  any th r e a t ,  fo rc e  o r  v io le n c e , sh a ll  a ttem p t to  d e te r  o r p rev en t any 
execu tive  o r  a d m in is tra t iv e  o f f i c e r  from perform ing any duty  imposed 
upon him by law, o r  who s h a ll  knowingly r e s i s t  by fo rc e  or v io len ce  any 
ex ecu tiv e  o r  a d m in is tra t iv e  o f f i c e r  in  th e  perform ance o f  h is  du ty , 
s h a ll  be g u i l ty  o f  a g ross misdemeanor.
200.400 A ssau lt o r  b a t te ry  w ith  i n te n t  to  commit a crim e: D e f in i­
t io n s ;  p e n a lt ie s .
1. As used in  t h i s  s e c tio n :
(a) "A ssault" means an unlawful a tte m p t, coupled w ith  a p re se n t 
a b i l i t y ,  to  commit a v io le n t  in ju ry  on th e  person o f  an o th e r.
(b) "B attery" means any w i l lf u l  and unlaw ful use o f  fo rc e  o r  v io len ce  
upon th e  person o f a n o th e r.
2. Any person co nv ic ted  o f  a s s a u l t  fo r  an o f f e r  o r  t h r e a t  to  k i l l ,  
commit rap e , th e  infamous crime a g a in s t  n a tu re , mayhem, robbery  o r 
grand larcen y  s h a ll  be punished fo r  a g ro ss  misdemeanor.
3. Any person conv ic ted  o f  b a tte ry  w ith  in te n t  to  k i l l ,  commit rap e , 
th e  infamous crim e a g a in s t  n a tu re , mayhem, robbery o r grand la rc e n y  
s h a ll  be punished by imprisonm ent in  th e  s ta t e  p riso n  f o r  n o t le s s  than 
2 y e a rs  nor more than  10 y e a rs ,  except t h a t  i f  a b a t te ry  w ith  in te n t  to  
commit rape  i s  comm itted, and i f  such crim e r e s u l ts  in  s u b s ta n t ia l  
bo d ily  harm to  th e  v ic t im , the  person conv ic ted  s h a ll  be punished by 
imprisonm ent in  th e  s t a t e  p riso n  fo r  l i f e ,  w ith  o r w ith o u t th e  p o s s i­
b i l i t y  o f  p a ro le , as  determ ined by th e  v e rd ic t  o f  th e  ju ry ,  o r  th e  
judgment o f  th e  c o u rt  i f  th e re  i s  no ju ry .
4 . I f  th e  p en a lty  i s  f ix e d  a t  l i f e  imprisonm ent w ith th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  
o f  p a ro le , e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  p a ro le  begins when a minimum o f  10 y e a rs  has 
been se rv ed .
200.440 Posting  f o r  n o t f ig h t in g  use o f  contemptuous language. I f  
any person p o sts  an o th e r , o r  in  w r itin g , p r in t  o r  o r a l ly  uses any 
rep ro ach ab le  o r contemptuous language to  o r  concerning a n o th e r ,  fo r  not 
f ig h t in g  a d u e l, o r  fo r  no t sending o r  accep tin g  a c h a lle n g e , he i s  
g u i l ty  o f  a gross misdemeanor.
200.471 A ssau lt: D e f in i t io n ;  p e n a lt ie s .
1. As used in  th is  s e c t io n ,  " a s sa u lt"  means an unlaw ful a tte m p t, 
coupled w ith a p re se n t  a b i l i t y ,  to  commit a v io le n t  in ju ry  on the  
person o f an o th e r.
2. Any person co n v ic ted  o f  an a s s a u l t  s h a ll  be punished:
(a) I f  the a s s a u l t  i s  no t made w ith use o f  a deadly weapon, or th e  
p re s e n t  a b i l i t y  to  use a deadly  weapon, f o r  a misdemeanor.
(b) I f  th e  a s s a u l t  i s  made w ith use o f  a deadly weapon, o r th e  p re se n t 
a b i l i t y  to  use a deadly weapon, fo r  a g ross misdemeanor.
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200.481 B a tte ry : D e f in i t io n ;  p e n a lt ie s .
1 . As used in  th is  s e c t io n :
(a) "B atte ry "  means any w i l lfu l  and unlawful use o f  fo rce  o r v io lence  
upon th e  person o f an o th e r.
(b) "O ffice r"  means:
(1) A peace o f f i c e r  as defined  in  NRS 169.125;
(2) A person employed in  a f u l l - t im e  s a la r ie d  occupation  o f f i r e ­
f ig h t in g  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o r s a fe ty  o f  th e  p u b lic ; or
(3) A member o f a v o lu n tee r f i r e  departm ent.
2. Any person convicted  o f a b a tte ry  s h a ll  be punished:
(a) I f  th e  b a tte ry  i s  not committed w ith a deadly weapon, and no
physical in ju ry  to  the  v ictim  r e s u l t s ,  f o r  a misdemeanor.
(b) I f  the  b a tte ry  i s  not committed w ith a deadly weapon, and su b stan ­
t i a l  b o d ily  harm to  the  v ictim  does r e s u l t ,  f o r  a g ross misdemeanor.
(c) I f  th e  b a tte ry  i s  committed upon an o f f ic e r  and:
(1) The o f f ic e r  was perform ing h is  du ty ;
(2) The o f f ic e r  s u ff e r s  s u b s ta n tia l  b o d ily  harm; and
(3) The person charged knew or should have known th a t  the  v ictim  was 
an o f f i c e r ,  fo r  a fe lo n y .
(d) I f  the  b a tte ry  i s  committed w ith  th e  use of a deadly weapon by 
imprisonm ent in  th e  s ta t e  p riso n  fo r  not le s s  than  2 y e a rs  nor more than 
10 y e a rs .
200.490 Provoking a s s a u l t :  P en a lty . Every person who s h a l l ,  by 
word, s ig n  o r g e s tu re , w i l l f u l l y  provoke, o r a ttem p t to  provoke, ano ther 
person to  commit an a s s a u l t  sh a ll  be punished by a f in e  o f  not more than  
$500.
201.090 "D elinquent c h ild ,"  "neg lected  c h ild ,"  " c h ild  in  need o f 
su p e rv is io n "  d e fin ed . As used in  NRS 201.090 to  201.110, in c lu s iv e ,  
un less  th e  co n te x t o therw ise  re q u ir e s ,  a "n eg lec ted  c h ild ,"  "d e lin q u en t 
c h ild "  o r  " c h ild  in  need o f su p e rv is io n " means any person le s s  than 18 
y e a rs  o f  age: .
1. Who is  found begging, rece iv in g  o r  g a th e rin g  alm s, or who i s  found 
in  any s t r e e t ,  road o r p u b lic  p lace fo r  th e  purpose o f so doing , whether 
a c tu a l ly  begging o r doing so under th e  p re te x t  o f  s e l l in g  o r  o ffe r in g  
fo r  s a le  any a r t i c l e ,  o r o f  sin g in g  o r  p lay in g  on any m usical i n s t r u ­
ment, o r  o f  g iv ing  any p u b lic  e n te rta in m en t o r  accompanying or being 
used in  a id  o f any person so doing.
2 . Who has no p a re n t o r g uard ian ; o r who has no p a re n t o r guardian 
w il lin g  to  e x e rc ise  o r capable  o f e x e rc is in g  proper p a ren ta l co n tro l ; 
o r  who has no p a re n t o r  guardian a c tu a l ly  e x e rc is in g  such proper 
p a re n ta l c o n tro l ,  and who i s  in  need o f such c o n tro l .
3. Who i s  d e s t i tu t e ,  o r  who i s  not provided w ith  the  n e c e s s i tie s  o f 
l i f e  by h is  p a re n ts ,  and who has no o th er means o f  o b ta in in g  such 
n e c e s s i t i e s .
4. Whose home i s  an u n f i t  p lace fo r  him, by reason o f  n e g le c t ,  
c ru e l ty  o r  d e p ra v ity  o f  e i th e r  o f h is  p a re n ts ,  o r o f  h is  guard ians or 
o th e r  person in  whose custody o r ca re  he i s .
5. Who i s  found l iv in g  in  any house o f  i l l  fame, o r  w ith any d i s ­
rep u ta b le  person .
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6. Who i s  found wandering and e i th e r  has no home, no s e t t l e d  p lace of 
abode, no v i s ib le  means o f  su b s is ten c e  or no proper g u ard ian sh ip .
7. Who freq u en ts  the  company o f  c rim in a ls ,  vagran ts or p r o s t i tu t e s ,  
o r persons so repu ted ; o r  who is  in  any house o f p r o s t i tu t io n  o r 
a s s ig n a tio n .
8. Who unlaw fully  v i s i t s  a saloon where any s p ir i tu o u s ,  vinous or 
m alt l iq u o rs  a re  s o ld , b a r te re d , exchanged or given away.
9. Who h a b itu a lly  uses in to x ic a t in g  liq u o rs  or who uses opium, 
co cain e , morphine, o r o th e r  s im ila r  drug w ithout th e  d i re c t io n  o f a 
competent p h y sic ian .
10. Who p e r s i s te n t ly  o r  h a b itu a lly  re fu se s  to  obey th e  reaso n ab le  and 
proper orders o r  d ire c tio n s  o f h is  p a re n ts ,  guardian o r c u s to d ian ; or 
who i s  beyond the  co n tro l o f  such person .
11. Who i s  an hab itu a l t ru a n t  from schoo l.
12. Who i s  lea d in g , o r  from any cause i s  in  danger o f le a d in g , an 
i d le ,  d i s s o lu te ,  lewd o r immoral l i f e .
13. Who w rite s  o r uses v i le ,  obscene, profane o r  in d ecen t language, 
o r  i s  g u i l ty  o f  in d ecen t, immoral o r la sc iv io u s  conduct.
14. Who v io la te s  any law o f  th is  s ta t e  or any ord inance o f any town, 
c i t y  o r  county o f th is  s t a t e  d e fin in g  crim e.
Any c h ild  who i s  a runaway, unmanageable o r an h ab itu a l t ru a n t  i s  a 
c h ild  in  need o f  su p e rv is io n  as th a t  term  i s  used in  ch ap te r  62 o f NRS 
and is  not a d e lin q u en t c h ild .
201.100 How offense  may be term ed. When the charge a g a in s t  any 
person under NRS 201.090 to  201.110, in c lu s iv e ,  concerns the  n e g le c t of 
a c h ild  o r c h ild re n , o r th e  problems o f a c h ild  in  need o f  su p e rv is io n , 
the  o ffe n se , fo r  convenience, may be termed " c o n tr ib u to ry  n e g le c t ,"  and 
when i t  concerns th e  delinquency o f a c h ild  o r  c h ild re n , fo r  convenience 
i t  may be termed " c o n tr ib u to ry  de linquency ."
201.110 P e n a lt ie s .  Any person who commits any a c t  o r om its the  
performance of any du ty , which a c t  o r om ission causes o r  tends to  cause 
o r encourage any person under the  age o f 18 to  become a "neg lected  
c h ild ,"  "c h ild  in  need o f  superv is ion" or "d e lin q u en t c h ild ,"  as defined  
in  NRS 201.090 to  201.110, in c lu s iv e , or which a c t  or om ission c o n tr i ­
butes th e re to ,  or any person who, by any a c t  o r  om ission , o r  by th r e a ts ,  
command o r p e rsu asio n , induces o r endeavors to  induce any person under 
th e  age o f 18 to  perform  any a c t  o r to  fo llow  any course  o f  conduct or 
to  so l iv e  as would cause o r m an ifes tly  tend to  cause any such person 
to  become o r to  remain a person who i s  a "neg lec ted  c h ild ,"  " c h ild  in  
need o f  sup erv is io n " o r "d e linquen t c h ild ,"  as defined  in  NRS 201.090 
to  201.110, in c lu s iv e , sh a ll  be g u i lty  o f  co n tr ib u to ry  n e g le c t o r con­
t r ib u to r y  delinquency. C on tribu to ry  n eg lec t or c o n tr ib u to ry  d e lin ­
quency i s  a misdemeanor.
203.090 D isturb ing  m eeting. Every person who, w ithou t a u th o r i ty  o f 
law, sh a ll  w i l l f u l l y  d is tu rb  any assembly or m eeting not unlawful in  
i t s  c h a ra c te r ,  s h a ll  be g u i lty  of a misdemeanor.
203.119 Commission o f a c t  in  pu b lic  b u ild in g , a rea  in te r f e r in g  w ith 
peacefu l conduct o f a c t i v i t i e s .
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1. No person may commit any a c t  in  a p u b lic  b u ild in g  o r on the  p u b lic  
grounds surrounding  such b u ild in g  which in t e fe re s  w ith th e  peacefu l 
conduct o f a c t i v i t i e s  norm ally c a rr ie d  on in  such b u ild in g  o r on such 
grounds.
2. Any person whose conduct i s  p ro h ib ite d  by su b sec tio n  1 who re fu se s  
to  leave  such b u ild in g  o r grounds upon req u e s t by the proper o f f i c ia l  
i s  g u i l ty  o f  a misdemeanor.
3. Any person who a id s ,  counsels o r  ab e ts  ano ther to  commit an a c t  
p ro h ib ite d  by su b sec tio n  2 i s  g u i l ty  o f  a misdemeanor.
4 . For th e  purpose o f t h i s  s e c t io n :
(a) "Proper o f f i c ia l "  means th e  person or persons desig n a ted  by th e  
a d m in is tra t iv e  o f f ic e r  or board in  charge o f such b u ild in g .
(b) "P u b lic  b u ild ing" means any bu ild in g  owned by:
(1) Any component o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Nevada System and used fo r  
any u n iv e rs ity  purpose.
(2) The S ta te  o f  Nevada o r any county , c i t y ,  school d i s t r i c t  o r 
o th e r  p o l i t i c a l  su b d iv is io n  o f th e  s ta t e  and used fo r any p u b lic  
purpose.
205.240 P e t i t  larcen y : D e f in it io n ;  punishm ent. Every person who:
1. S te a ls ,  tak es  and c a r r ie s ,  leads or d riv e s  away th e  personal 
goods o r  p ro p erty  o f  a n o th e r, under the  value o f  $100; o r
2. S te a ls ,  tak es  and c a r r ie s ,  le a d s , d r iv e s  o r  e n tic e s  away one o r 
more dom estic anim als o r  p o u ltry  having an aggrega te  value under $100, 
excep t those  d escrib ed  in  paragraph (a) o f su b sec tio n  1 o f  NRS 205.225, 
commits p e t i t  la rcen y  and i s  g u i l ty  o f  a misdemeanor.
205.274 In ju r in g  o r tam pering w ith  v e h ic le .
1. Any person who sh a ll in d iv id u a lly  o r in  a s so c ia tio n  w ith  one o r 
w ith o th e r  persons w i l l f u l l y  b reak , in ju r e ,  tamper w ith o r  remove any 
th in g  o r  p a r t  o f  any v e h ic le  f o r  th e  purpose o f in ju r in g ,  defac ing  or 
d estro y in g  such v e h ic le ,  o r tem p o rarily  o r perm anently p reven ting  i t s  
f u r th e r  o p e ra tio n , or fo r  any purpose a g a in s t  th e  w ill  o r  w ithou t the  
consent o f  th e  owner o f  such v e h ic le ,  o r  who s h a ll  in  any manner 
w i l l f u l l y  o r  m alic io u s ly  in te r f e r e  w ith o r p rev en t the  running o r 
o p e ra tio n  o f  such v e h ic le ,  s h a ll  be g u i l ty  o f  a p u b lic  o ffe n se  propor­
t io n a te  to  th e  value o f  th e  lo ss  r e s u l t in g  therefrom .
2. Any person who s h a ll  w ith o u t th e  consent o f  the owner o r person in  
charge o f  a v eh ic le  climb in to  o r upon such v e h ic le  w ith the  i n te n t  to  
commit any crim e, m alicious m isc h ie f , o r  in ju ry  th e r e to ,  o r who w hile  a 
v e h ic le  i s  a t  r e s t  and unattended s h a ll  a ttem pt to  m anipulate  any of 
the  p a r ts .
206.010 D estru c tio n  o f p ro p erty  by unlawful assem bly. Whenever any 
persons un law fu lly  assembled sh a ll  p u ll down o r d estro y  any dw elling  
house or o th e r  b u ild in g , o r  any shop, steam boat, vesse l o r  o th e r  
p ro p e r ty , they  se v e ra lly  a re  g u i l ty  o f a p u b lic  o ffen se  p ro p o rtio n a te  
to  the  value o f th e  p ro p erty  damaged o r d estro y ed .
206.025 D e s tru c tio n , damage to  p u b lic  and o th e r b u ild in g s ;  s e v e r­
ance o f  produce from fre e h o ld . Every person who w i l l f u l l y  and 
m a lic io u s ly :
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1. Damages o r defaces any b u ild in g  or p a r t  th e re o f ,  o r throws any 
sto n e  o r o th er m is s ile  a t  any b u ild in g  o r p a r t  th e re o f ,  thereby  
damaging th e  same in  any way,
2. B reaks, d estro y s  o r in ju re s  th e  door o r window o f  any dw elling
house, shop, s to re  or o th e r  house o r b u ild in g , o r sev ers  th ere fro m , o r
from any g a te , fence o r  e n c lo su re , any p a r t  th e re o f ,  o r  any m ate ria l 
o f  which i t  is  formed o r  anyth ing  a tta c h ed  th e re to ;
3. Severs from th e  fre e h o ld  any produce th e re o f ;  o r
4 . Removes, damages o r d e s tro y s  any p u b lic  b u ild in g , o r  b u ild in g
used fo r  e d u c a tio n a l ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  c h a r i ta b le  or r e l ig io u s  pu rpose , or
any u sefu l o r  ornam ental th in g  th e r e in ,  i s  g u i l ty  o f a p u b lic  o ffen se  
p ro p o rtio n a te  to  th e  value o f th e  p ro p erty  damaged or d e stro y ed .
206.170 Damage to  to o ls ,  implements o f  tra d e  and husbandry. Every 
person who sh a ll  w i l l f u l l y  and m alic io u s ly  d estro y  o r damage, w ith 
in te n t  to  p reven t o r  de lay  the  use th e r e o f ,  any en g in e , m achine, too l 
or implement in tended  fo r  use in  tra d e  o r  husbandry s h a ll  be g u i l ty  o f  
a p u b lic  o ffen se  p ro p o rtio n a te  to  th e  value o f th e  en g in e , m achine, 
too l o r  implement destroyed  or damaged.
206.180 Damage to  works o f  a r t ,  l i t e r a t u r e .  Every person who sh a ll  
w i l l f u l l y  and m alic io u s ly  remove, damage o r  d es tro y  any work o f l i t e r a ­
tu re  o r  a r t  o r copy th e re o f ,  o b je c t  o f  c u r io s i ty  or s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t ,  
s ta tu e ,  p ic tu re  o r  engraving  d isp la y e d , kept o r e re c ted  in  any p u b lic  
b u ild in g , s t r e e t ,  park o r o th e r  p u b lic  p la c e , or in  any c o l le c t io n ,  
e x h ib i t io n ,  museum, f a i r ,  g a lle ry  o r l ib r a r y ,  o r in any b u ild in g  devoted 
to  e d u c a tio n a l, s c i e n t i f i c ,  c h a r i ta b le  o r r e l ig io u s  p u rp o ses , sh a ll  be 
g u i l ty  o f  a p u b lic  o ffen se  p ro p o rtio n a te  to  the  v a lue  o f th e  lo ss  
re s u l t in g  therefrom .
206.190 D e s tru c tio n , damage to  monuments in  p a rk s , p u b lic  p la c e s , 
c em e teries . Every person who s h a ll  w i l l f u l l y  and m a lic io u s ly  remove, 
damage o r d es tro y  a monument e re c ted  in  any cem etery, s t r e e t ,  park o r 
o th e r  p u b lic  p lace  s h a ll  be g u i l ty  o f  a p u b lic  o ffen se  p ro p o rtio n a te  to  
th e  value o f  th e  monument removed, damaged or d e stro y ed .
207.270 L o ite r in g  about sc h o o ls , p u b lic  p laces  where c h ild re n  con­
g reg a te  unlaw ful; p e n a lty . Any person who, w ith o u t le g i t im a te  reason 
to  su p e rv ise  any o f  such c h ild re n  or o th e r  le g it im a te  reason  to  be a t  
l e i s u re  in  such p la c e , l o i t e r s  about any school o r  p u b lic  p lace  a t  or 
near which c h ild re n  a tte n d  or norm ally congregate  i s  g u i l ty  o f  a 
misdemeanor.
386.350 General powers o f  board o f  t r u s t e e s .  Each board of t ru s te e s  
i s  hereby given such reasonab le  and necessary  powers, n o t c o n f l ic t in g  
w ith th e  c o n s t i tu t io n  and th e  laws o f  the  S ta te  o f  Nevada, as may be 
r e q u is i t e  to  a t t a in  th e  ends fo r  which th e  p u b lic  schools a re  e s ta b ­
l ish e d  and to  promote th e  w e lfa re  o f  school c h ild re n , in c lu d in g  the  
es tab lish m en t and o p e ra tio n  o f schoo ls and c la s s e s  deemed n ecessary  
and d e s ir a b le .
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386.360 Rules o f  board o f  t r u s t e e s .  Each board o f t ru s te e s  s h a ll  
have th e  power to  p re sc r ib e  and en fo rce  r u le s ,  no t in c o n s is te n t  w ith 
law o r  ru le s  p resc r ib e d  by th e  s ta t e  board o f e d u ca tio n , fo r  i t s  own , 
government and th e  government of p u b lic  schoo ls under i t s  charge.
391.210 T ru stees  may empower a d m in is t r a to r s ,  p r in c ip a ls  and te a c h e rs .  
The board o f  t ru s te e s  o f  a school d i s t r i c t  may d i r e c t  th e  a d m in is tra ­
to r s ,  p r in c ip a ls  and tea c h e rs  employed by them to  e x e rc ise  such powers 
and a u th o r i ty  in  the  schoo ls as th e  board o f  t ru s te e s  has under th is  
T i t l e  o f  NRS.
392.030 Suspension o r expu lsion  o f p u p ils .
1. The board o f  t ru s te e s  o f  a school d i s t r i c t  may a u th o r ize  th e  su s­
pension o r expu lsion  o f  any pupil from any p u b lic  school w ith in  th e  
school d i s t r i c t  in  accordance w ith  ru le s  and hearing  procedures comply­
ing  w ith requirem ents o f  due process o f  law.
2. No p up il may be suspended or e x p e lled  u n t i l  he has been given 
n o tic e  o f  th e  charges a g a in s t  him, an e x p lan a tio n  o f  the  evidence and 
an o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  a h ea rin g , ex cep t t h a t  a pup il who poses a c o n tin u ­
ing danger to  persons o r p ro p erty  o r  an ongoing th re a t  o f d isru p tin g  
th e  academic p rocess may be removed from th e  school im m ediately upon 
being given an ex p lan a tio n  o f  th e  reasons fo r  h is  rem oval, and pending 
p ro ceed in g s, to  be conducted as soon as p r a c t ic a b le  a f t e r  rem oval, fo r  
h is  suspension  o r  expu lsion  p ursuan t to  t h is  s e c tio n .
392.040 C hild between 7 and 17 y e a rs  o f  age: Attendance in  p u b lic
sc h o o l.
1. Except as o th erw ise  provided by law , each p a re n t ,  g u a rd ian , o r  
o th e r  person in  the  S ta te  o f  Nevada having co n tro l o r  charge o f  any 
c h ild  between th e  ages o f  7 and 17 y e a rs  s h a ll  be req u ired  to  send such 
c h ild  to  a p u b lic  school during  a l l  th e  tim e such p u b lic  school i s  in  
se ss io n  in  th e  school d i s t r i c t  in  which such c h ild  re s id e s .
2. Any c h ild  who w ill  a r r iv e  a t  th e  age o f  6 y e a rs  by September 30 
s h a ll  be adm itted  to  th e  f i r s t  grade a t  th e  beginning o f  th e  school 
y e a r ,  and h is  en ro llm en t sh a ll  be counted fo r  apportionm ent purposes.
I f  a c h ild  w il l  no t a r r iv e  a t  th e  age o f 6 y e a rs  by September 30, the  
c h ild  s h a ll  no t be adm itted  to  th e  f i r s t  g rade u n t i l  th e  beginning o f 
th e  school y e a r  fo llow ing  h is  6 th  b ir th d a y .
392.050 C h ild ren  w ith p hysica l o r m ental c o n d itio n  p reven ting  
atten d an ce  o r  a p p lic a tio n  to  study  exempted from a tten d an ce .
1. A c h ild  s h a ll  be excused from a tten d an ce  req u ired  by th e  p ro v i­
s io n s  o f  NRS 392.040 when s a t i s f a c to r y  w r i tte n  ev idence i s  p resen ted  to  
th e  board o f  t ru s te e s  o f  th e  school d i s t r i c t  in  which th e  c h ild  re s id e s  
th a t  th e  c h i ld 's  p hysica l o r  mental c o n d itio n  o r a t t i tu d e  i s  such as to  
p rev en t or ren d e r in ad v isa b le  h is  a tten d an ce  a t  school o r  h is  a p p lic a ­
tio n  to  s tu d y .
2. A c e r t i f i c a t e  in  w ritin g  from any re p u ta b le  p h y s ic ia n , f i l e d  w ith 
th e  board o f  t ru s te e s  im m ediately a f t e r  i t s  r e c e ip t ,  s ta t in g  th a t  the  
c h ild  i s  n o t a b le  to  a tte n d  school o r  t h a t  h is  a tten d an ce  i s  in ad v isa b le  
s h a ll  be taken  as  s a t i s f a c to r y  ev idence by th e  board o f  t ru s t e e s .
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392.070 C hildren  rec e iv in g  e q u iv a le n t,  approved in s t r u c t io n  exempted 
from a tten d an ce . A ttendance req u ired  by th e  p ro v is io n s  o f NRS 392.040 
sh a ll  be excused when s a t i s f a c to r y  w r itte n  evidence is  p resen ted  to  the  
board o f t ru s te e s  o f  the  school d i s t r i c t  in  which th e  c h ild  re s id e s  
th a t  th e  c h ild  i s  rec e iv in g  a t  home or in  some o th e r  school eq u iv a le n t 
in s t r u c t io n  o f the  kind and amount approved by th e  s t a t e  board o f  
ed u catio n .
392.110 S tuden ts between 14 and 17 y ears  o f  age com pleting e ig h th  
grade excused from fu ll - t im e  a ttendance  fo r  employment, a p p re n tic e sh ip .
1. Any s tu d e n t between th e  ages o f  14 and 17 y e a rs  who has completed 
the  work o f th e  f i r s t  e ig h t  grades may be excused from fu ll - t im e  school 
a ttendance  and may be pe rm itted  to  e n te r  proper employment o r appren­
t ic e s h ip ,  by th e  w r itte n  a u th o r i ty  o f  the  board o f t ru s te e s  excusing 
the  s tu d e n t from such a tte n d a n ce . The b o a rd 's  w r i tte n  a u th o r i ty  sh a ll  
s ta t e  the  reason o r reasons f o r  such excuse.
2. In a l l  such cases no employer o r o th e r  person s h a ll  employ o r 
c o n tra c t  fo r  the  se rv ic e s  o r  tim e o f  such s tu d e n t u n t i l  th e  s tu d e n t 
p rese n ts  a w r itte n  perm it th e re fo r  from th e  a tten d an ce  o f f i c e r  o r  board 
o f t ru s te e s .  The perm it sh a ll  be kept on f i l e  by th e  em ployer, and 
upon th e  te rm in a tio n  o f  employment sh a ll  be re tu rn ed  by th e  employer
to  the  board o f t ru s te e s  o r  o th e r  a u th o r i ty  is su in g  i t .
392.120 P ena lty  fo r  f a l s e  sta tem en ts concerning age , school a t t e n ­
dance of c h ild re n .
1. Any p a re n t, guard ian  o r o th e r  person who makes a f a l s e  s ta tem en t 
concerning th e  age o r school a ttendance  o f a c h ild  under 17 y ears  o f 
age who i s  under h is  co n tro l o r charge, th e  f a l s e  s ta tem en t being made 
w ith i n te n t  to  deceive under NRS 392.040 to  392.120, in c lu s iv e ,  or 
under NRS 392.130 to  392.220, in c lu s iv e ,  sh a ll  be g u i l ty  o f  a m isde­
meanor.
2. Any te a c h e r,  p r in c ip a l  or su p e rin ten d en t o f any p u b lic  school i s  
a u th o rized  to  re q u ire  th e  p a re n t o r  guardian o r any pup il e n ro lle d  in 
h is  school to  fu rn ish  a b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  o th e r  s a t i s f a c to r y  e v i­
dence o f the  age o f th e  p u p i l .
392.130 T ruan t: D e f in i t io n ;  r e p o r t  o f  c h ild  as t ru a n t .
1. W ithin th e  meaning o f  th is  T i t l e  o f NRS, any school c h ild  s h a ll  be 
deemed a t ru a n t  who sh a ll  have been ab sen t from school w ithou t a v a lid  
excuse accep tab le  to  h is  tea c h e r  o r  th e  p r in c ip a l  o f  th e  sch o o l.
2. Absence fo r  any p a r t  o f a day sh a ll  be considered  as absence fo r  
the  e n t i r e  day w ith in  th e  meaning o f  t h i s  s e c t io n .
3. The te a c h e r,  a tten d an ce  o f f i c e r  o r o th e r  school o f f i c ia l  sh a ll  
d e liv e r  o r caii'se to  be d e liv e re d  a w r i tte n  n o tic e  o f  such truancy  to  
th e  p a re n t, guard ian  or o th e r  person having co n tro l or charge o f the  
c h ild .  A fte r  n o tic e  has been d e liv e re d  o r fu rn ish ed  to  th e  p a re n t ,  
guard ian  or o th e r  person , any c h ild  who i s  ab sen t from school th e r e a f te r  
w ith in  the  school y ea r w ith o u t a v a lid  excuse sh a ll  aga in  be deemed a 
t ru a n t .
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392.140 H abitual t ru a n t :  D e f in i t io n ;  d e c la ra t io n  in  succeeding y e a r.
1. Any c h ild  s h a ll  be d ec la red  an h ab itu a l t r u a n t  who sh a ll  have been 
deemed a t ru a n t  th re e  o r more tim es w ith in  th e  school y e a r.
2. Any c h ild  who has once been d ec la red  an h ab itu a l t ru a n t  and who
in  an im m ediately succeeding y ear i s  ab sen t from school w ithou t a v a lid  
excuse may again  be dec lared  an h ab itu a l t ru a n t .
392.160 A rre s t o f  c h ild  between 7 and 17 y ea rs  o f  age as t ru a n t ;  
d e liv e ry  o f  c h ild  to  tea c h e r, p a ren t o r  guard ian .
1. Any peace o f f i c e r ,  the  a tten d an ce  o f f i c e r ,  o r any o th e r  school 
o f f ic e r  s h a l l ,  during school h ours, a r r e s t  w ithou t w arran t any c h ild  
between the  ages o f  7 and 17 y ea rs  who has been rep o rted  to  him by th e  
te a c h e r ,  su p e rin ten d en t o f schools or o th e r  school o f f i c e r  as an 
ab sen tee  from in s t ru c t io n  upon which he is  law fu lly  req u ired  to  a tte n d .
2. During school hours, the  a r r e s t in g  o f f ic e r  s h a ll  fo rth w ith  d e liv e r  
the  c h ild  a r r e s te d  to  th e  te a c h e r.  A fte r  school ho u rs, he sh a ll  d e liv e r  
th e  c h ild  to  the  p a re n t,  guardian o r o th e r  person having co n tro l o r 
charge o f th e  c h ild .
392.210 F a ilu re  o f  p a re n t ,  guard ian  to  comply w ith p ro v is io n s; 
misdemeanor. Any p a re n t ,  guardian o r o th e r  person who has co n tro l o r 
charge of any c h ild  and to  whom n o tic e  has been given o f  th e  c h i ld 's  
tru an cy  as provided in  NRS 392.130 and 392.140, and who f a i l s  to  p re ­
ven t th e  c h i ld 's  subsequent truancy  w ith in  th a t  school y e a r ,  is  g u i l ty  
of a misdemeanor.
392.220 P ena lty  fo r  a b e tt in g  tru an cy , unlawful employment.
1. Any person who induces o r a ttem p ts  to  induce any c h ild  to  be 
ab sen t from school un law fu lly , or who knowingly employs o r h a rb o rs , 
w hile school i s  in  s e ss io n , any c h ild  ab sen t un law fu lly  from sch o o l, 
i s  g u ilty  o f  a misdemeanor.
2. The a ttendance  o f f ic e r  o r any o th e r  school o f f i c e r  i s  empowered 
to  v i s i t  any p lace  o r e s tab lish m en t where minor c h ild re n  a re  employed 
to  a s c e r ta in  whether the  p ro v is io n s  o f  t h is  T i t l e  o f  NRS a re  complied 
w ith  f u l l y ,  and may demand from a l l  employers o f  such c h ild ren  a l i s t  
o f c h ild ren  employed, w ith t h e i r  names and ages.
392.300 T ra n sp o rta tio n  fo r  p u p ils  may be fu rn ish ed  by t ru s te e s ;  
re g u la tio n s .
1. As provided in  th is  T i t l e  o f NRS, th e  board of t ru s te e s  o f  any 
school d i s t r i c t  may, in  i t s  complete d i s c r e t io n ,  fu rn is h  tra n s p o r ta ­
t io n  fo r  a l l  re s id e n t  ch ild ren  o f school age in  th e  school d i s t r i c t  
a tte n d in g  p u b lic  school:
(a) Who a re  not excused from school a ttendance  by th e  p ro v is io n s  of 
t h is  T i t l e  o f  NRS; and
(b) Who r e s id e  w ith in  the school d i s t r i c t  a t  such a d is ta n c e  from the  
school as to  make t ra n s p o r ta tio n  necessary  and d e s ir a b le .
2. The board o f t ru s te e s  may:
(a) E s ta b lish  bus ro u te s .
(b) Make re g u la tio n s  governing th e  conduct o f  p u p ils  w hile being 
tra n s p o rte d .
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(c) For th e  s a fe ty  o f  p u p ils  being tra n s p o r te d , govern th e  conduct 
o f  d r iv e rs  by making and en fo rc in g  reg u la tio n s  not in c o n s is te n t  w ith 
reg u la tio n s  made by the s ta t e  board of education  or w ith law.
393.170 L ib rary  books, tex tbooks and school s u p p lie s .
1. The board o f t ru s te e s  o f a school d i s t r i c t  sh a ll  purchase a l l  new 
l ib r a ry  books and s u p p lie s ,  a l l  new textbooks and supplem entary schoo l- 
books which a re  necessary  and have been approved by th e  s ta t e  tex tbook 
commission, and school su p p lie s  necessary  to  c a rry  ou t th e  mandates o f 
the  school cu rricu lum  to  be used by the  p u p ils  o f th e  school d i s t r i c t ,  
the  c o s t o f  the  same sh a ll  be a leg a l charge a g a in s t  th e  school 
d i s t r i c t  fund.
2. All books purchased by th e  board o f t ru s te e s  s h a ll  be held as 
pro p erty  o f  the  school d i s t r i c t ,  and sh a ll  be loaned to  the  p u p ils  o f 
the  school in  th e  school d i s t r i c t  w hile pursuing a course  o f  study 
th e re in .
3 . 'The p a ren ts  and guard ians of p u p ils  sh a ll  be re sp o n s ib le  fo r  a l l  
books and any and a l l  o th e r  m a te ria l o r  equipment loaned to  the  
ch ild ren  in  t h e i r  charge, and s h a ll  pay to  th e  c le rk  o f the  board o f  
t ru s te e s ,  or to  any o th e r  person au th o rized  by th e  board to  rec e iv e  
the same, the  f u l l  purchase p r ic e  o f  a l l  such books, m a te ria l or 
equipment d e stro y ed , l o s t  o r  so damaged as to  make them u n f i t  fo r  use 
by o th e r  p u p ils  succeeding to  t h e i r  c la s s e s .  The board o f t ru s te e s  
sh a ll  e s ta b l is h  reasonab le  ru le s  and re g u la tio n s  governing th e  care  
and custody o f  such school p ro p e rty , and fo r  th e  payment o f f in e s  fo r  
damage th e re to .
4. Equipment and m a te ria ls  f o r  use in  manual t r a in in g ,  in d u s t r ia l  
t ra in in g  and teach ing  dom estic sc ien ce  may be su p p lied  to  th e  p u p ils  
in  th e  same manner, o u t o f  th e  same fund, and on the  same term s and 
c o n d itio n s  as books. No p r iv a te  ownership can be acqu ired  in  such 
equipment o r m a te r ia l,  u n less  so ld  in  the  manner p re sc rib e d  by law 
when such equipment o r m ate ria l sh a ll  be no longer used o r  req u ired  fo r  
the  schools o f  the  school d i s t r i c t .
5. A uthorized supplem entary books and desk books fo r  the  use o f 
teach e rs  sh a ll  be purchased under NRS 393.150 to  393.210, in c lu s iv e ,  
and sh a ll  remain the  p ro p erty  o f th e  school d i s t r i c t  f o r  which they  
were purchased, u n less so ld  in  accordance w ith th e  p ro v is io n s  o f t h is  
ch a p te r .
6. The c le rk  o f  th e  board of t ru s te e s  s h a ll  tu rn  over to  th e  county 
tr e a s u re r ,  w ith in  30 days a f t e r  rec e iv in g  the  same, a l l  moneys c o lle c te d  
under the  p ro v is io n s  o f  t h i s  s e c t io n ,  and th e  same s h a ll  be c re d ite d  to  
the  school d i s t r i c t  fund.
7. Any person v io la t in g  any o f the  p ro v is io n s  o f  t h i s  se c t io n  s h a ll  
be g u i l ty  o f  a misdemeanor.
392.450 F ire  d r i l l s .
1. The board o f t ru s te e s  o f a school d i s t r i c t  sh a ll  p rovide f i r e  
d r i l l s  fo r  th e  p u p ils  in  th e  schools in  th e  school d i s t r i c t  a t  l e a s t  
once a month during  th e  school y e a r.
2. In a l l  c i t i e s  or towns which have r e g u la r ly  o rg an ized , paid  f i r e  
departm ents or vo lu n tary  f i r e  departm en ts, f i r e  d r i l l s  s h a ll  be con-
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ducted under th e  su p e rv is io n  o f  the  c h ie f  o f  the  f i r e  departm ent o f 
the  c i t y  o r town.
3. Copies o f f i r e  escape diagrams and f i r e  d r i l l  in fo rm atio n  as 
approved by the  c h ie f  o f th e  f i r e  departm ent o r ,  i f  th e re  i s  no f i r e  
departm ent, the  s ta t e  f i r e  marshal sh a ll  be kept posted  in  every 
classroom  o f  every p u b lic  school by th e  p r in c ip a l  o r  tea c h e r  in  charge 
th e re o f .
4. The p r in c ip a l ,  teach e r or o th e r  person in  charge o f each school 
b u ild in g  sh a ll  see  t h a t  th e  p ro v is io n s  of t h i s  s e c tio n  a re  en fo rced .
5. Any v io la t io n  o f the  p ro v is io n s  o f  t h i s  s e c t io n  i s  a misdemeanor.
392.460 P ro te c tio n  and d i s c ip l in e  o f  c h ild re n .
1. Members o f every board of t ru s te e s  o f  a school d i s t r i c t ,  su p e r­
in te n d e n ts  o f  sc h o o ls , p r in c ip a ls  and tea c h e rs  have c o n cu rren t power 
w ith  peace o f f ic e r s  f o r  the  p ro te c tio n  o f c h ild re n  in  school and on 
th e  way to  and from sch o o l, and fo r  th e  enforcem ent o f  o rd er and 
d i s c ip l in e  among such c h ild re n , in c lu d in g  c h ild re n  who a tte n d  school 
w ith in  one school d i s t r i c t  but r e s id e  in  an a d jo in in g  school d i s t r i c t  
o r  a d jo in in g  s t a t e ,  pu rsuan t to  the  p ro v is io n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r .
2. Subsec tion  1 sh a ll  no t be construed  so as to  make i t  th e  duty o f 
su p e rin te n d e n ts  o f  sch o o ls , p r in c ip a ls  and tea c h e rs  to  su p e rv ise  th e  
conduct o f  ch ild ren  w hile not on the  school p ro p e rty .
392.465 Corporal punishment o f  p u p ils .
1. The le g i s la tu r e  d e c la res :
(a) That th e  use o f  co rporal punishm ent i s  to  be d iscouraged  in  the  
p u b lic  sc h o o ls , and only a f t e r  a l l  o th e r  methods o f  d i s c ip l in e  have 
proven in e f f e c t iv e  should a pupil be ad m in iste red  co rpora l punishm ent.
(b) That judgment and d is c re t io n  a re  to  be used in  a l l  punishm ent, 
co rpora l and o th erw ise , and maximum use should  be made o f  a v a ila b le  
school counseling  and psycho log ical s e rv ic e s .
2. S u b jec t to  th e  l im ita tio n s  con tained  in  t h i s  s e c t io n ,  th e  board 
o f  t ru s te e s  o f  every  school d i s t r i c t  s h a ll  adopt ru le s  and r e g u la tio n s  
a u th o r iz in g  te a c h e rs ,  p r in c ip a ls  and o th e r  c e r t i f i c a t e d  personnel to  
a d m in iste r  reaso n ab le  co rporal o r o th e r  punishm ent to  p u p ils  when such 
a c tio n  i s  deemed an a p p ro p r ia te  c o rre c tiv e  m easure.
3. P a ren ts  and guard ians s h a ll  be n o t if ie d  b e fo re , o r  as soon as 
p o ss ib le  a f t e r ,  co rpora l punishment i s  a d m in iste red .
4. No corporal punishment sh a ll  be a d m in iste red  on o r  about th e  head 
o r  face  o f  any p u p il,  but t h is  l im ita t io n  s h a ll  not p ro h ib i t  any t e a ­
ch e r, p r in c ip a l  o r  o th e r  c e r t i f i c a t e d  person from defending  h im se lf i f  
a tta c k ed  by a p u p il.
5. Nothing contained  in  t h i s  s e c t io n  s h a ll  be construed  o r  i n t e r ­
p re te d  to  in d ic a te  th a t  th e  te a c h e rs ,  p r in c ip a ls  and o th e r  c e r t i f i c a t e d  
personnel have not h e re to fo re  had th e  a u th o r i ty  and th e  r ig h t  to  
ad m in is te r  reaso n ab le  co rporal or o th e r  punishment to  p u p ils .
392.470 In te r fe re n c e  w ith p u p ils  a tte n d in g  sch o o l; p e n a lty .
1. I t  i s  unlawful fo r  any person , a g a in s t  th e  w ill  o f a pupil a tte n d ­
ing any p u b lic  sc h o o l, to  b e a t,  whip, d e ta in  o r o therw ise  in te r f e r e  
w ith  him w hile  he i s  on h is  way to  and from sch o o l.
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2. Any person who v io la te s  any o f the  p ro v is io n s  o f t h i s  se c tio n  
s h a ll  be g u i l ty  o f  a misdemeanor.
392.480 D isturbance o f sch o o l; p e n a lt ie s .
1. I t  i s  unlaw ful fo r  any person to  d is tu rb  th e  peace of any p u b lic  
school by using  v i le  o r in d ecen t language, o r  by th re a te n in g  or 
a s sa u ltin g  any pup il o r  te a c h e r  w ith in  th e  b u ild in g  o r grounds o f  the  
sch o o l. For th e  purposes o f  t h i s  su b se c tio n , th e  grounds o f  every 
p u b lic  school s h a ll  extend to  a d is ta n c e  o f  50 y a rd s  in  a l l  d i re c tio n s  
from th e  school b u ild in g . Any person who v io la te s  any o f  th e  p ro ­
v is io n s  o f  t h is  su b sec tio n  s h a ll  be g u i l ty  o f  a misdemeanor.
2 . I t  i s  unlaw ful fo r  any person m alic io u s ly  and purposely  in  any 
manner to  i n te r f e r e  w ith or d is tu rb  any persons peaceably  assembled 
w ith in  a p u b lic  school house. Any person who v io la te s  any o f  the  
p ro v is io n s  o f  t h i s  su b sec tio n  s h a ll  be g u i l ty  o f  a misdemeanor.
393.070 Damage to  school p ro p e r ty ; l o i t e r i n g ;  d is tu rb a n c e s ;  p e n a lty .
1. I t  i s  unlawful fo r  any person:
(a) W il l fu l ly  and m a lic io u s ly  to  in ju r e ,  mark o r d eface any p u b lic  
school house, i t s  f ix tu r e s ,  books o r appurtenances ; o r
(b) To commit any nuisance in  any p u b lic  schoolhouse; o r
(c) To l o i t e r  on o r near th e  school grounds; o r
(d) P urposely  and m a lic io u s ly  to  commit any t re s p a ss  upon th e  grounds 
a tta c h ed  to  a p u b lic  schoo lhouse, o r  any f ix tu re s  p laced  th e re o n , o r 
any en c lo su re  o r sidew alk about th e  same.
2. Any person v io la t in g  any o f  the  p ro v is io n s  o f  t h is  s e c t io n  s h a ll  
be g u i l ty  o f  a p u b lic  o ffe n se , as p resc r ib e d  in  NRS 193.155, propor­
t io n a te  to  th e  v a lue  of th e  p ro p erty  damaged o r destro y ed  and in  no 
even t le s s  than  a misdemeanor.
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ABSTRACT
"Violence and Disruption in Nevada Schools: A Legislative Proposal"
McCord, Robert Stuart; Ed.D.
University of Nevada, Las Vegas; 1978
Adviser: Professor John Dettre
Problem:
This descriptive study endeavored to establish the profile of violent and disruptive behavior 
occurring in Nevada public schools during the 1976-77 school year with the purpose inves­
tigating the extent to which line school administrators ore empowered under the low to cope 
with the most important behaviors. The study was organized according to two components.
1. Profile Development Component
The profile of violent and disruptive behavior present in Nevada schools, as 
reported by line school administrators, is similar to that occurring nationally 
as reported in the literature.
2 . Statutory Analysis Component
Recommendations for alteration and/or addition to Nevada statutory law can 
be assembled with the intent of providing line school administrators with assis­
tance in coping with the profile of violent and disruptive behavior present in 
Nevada schools.
Procedure:
After an extensive review of literature, a listing of 40 violent and disruptive behaviors 
was identified and subsequently incorporated into a survey instrument resembling a Q -  
sort. Respondents were asked to arrange each of the behavior cords, by forced choice, 
into on array from the most to least disruptive influence to their campus during the 1976- 
77 school year. All principals and assistant principals (N = 305) throughout the state 
received a survey packet while 202 (67.1%) selected to respond. These data were then 
treated and the most important violent and disruptive behaviors were assembled into a 
profile.
The profile of violent and disruptive behavior was then applied to the investigation of 
Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) to determine the extent to which line school administra­
tors were afforded provision under the law to cope with that profile.
Finally, a series o f recommendations was offered for strengthening the ability of line 
school administrators to act under the law to cope with the profile of violent and dis­
ruptive behavior present in Nevada schools.
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Fi ndi ngs/Conclus! ons;
1. The profile of violent and disruptive behavior established to be occurring in Nevada 
schools was determined to be similar to that reported to be occurring throughout the 
nation.
2 . No consistent pattern among respondent groups, based upon selected demographic 
characteristics, was evidenced, although behavior-by-behavior analysis showed 
some subtle trends. Therefore, it was further concluded that, regardless of the 
population served or grade level serviced, the profile of violent and disruptive 
behavior was found to be generally applicable to the entire state.
3 . Education receives substantial support in Nevada law with allowances made for 
delegation of rule-making responsibility to boards who may, through their regula­
tions, empower principals to act in their behalf for enforcement purposes and the 
maintenance of safety and discipline of students.
4 . Principals, by name, are mentioned in only a very limited number of provisions 
in NRS with regard to the Nevada profile of violent and disruptive behavior, yet 
are assigned substantial responsibility in the maintenance and operation of schools.
5 . The school principal's ability to cope with the most important of violent and dis­
ruptive behaviors present in Nevada schools could be strengthened by some speci­
fic alterations and/or additions to NRS (detailed in recommendation section of 
dissertation).
6 . Some behaviors (e .g . vandalism, profanity) which rank as extremely important in 
the Nevada profile hove received extensive coverage in the statutes, yet persist 
as a disruptive influence on the campus.
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